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sortie tine siîîce-alid reiiarks that ont Of 2,361
accidents thus reporteci, 1,371 werc front faîls, or con-
siderably nuore titan one-ixaif. 'rie fact is, nio mil,
hioever lzafe lus occupation or carefuil ]lis hiabits, il;
safe froin accidents whiei least looked for.

COMBINATION, NOT CONSOLIDATION.

li the exceptionally able address of L\r. G. F. Bis-
self, general agent at Chicago of the Hartrord Fire
insuanice conipany, before the Pire Uiilndcrriters'
Association of the Northwest, the other day, it secinîs to
us that lie sotnewhiat confounided the beniefits arisiing
froin a dloser alliance arnong fire insurance coxupafties
with allegz;d benefits ta cone fronît actual consolidation.
Confederation is a widely différent tlhing front aial-
gaîniation. It is yet to bie lenotstrated that the latter,
ou any ex'tended scale, would be for the permuanent
good of the business. T'efldc0( cry, tîtat we have too
matny comipanies, sucli as they are> 10 ilusure the l'est
resuits inay bie truc enougli, but in the sanie sense ilt is
true that there are too anany people ini tixe world, sudl
as they are, to allow of the higliest prosperity and tlie
naost enlighiteiied progress. Considered ini lte aggre-
gate, there is in fact too. anuch of about ever3'tlingl iii
this world except goodnless, wvlien vieved front tie
staxadpoiiit of interested couapetition. Experietîce for
sorie thonsarids of years lias showzn, however, lit iii
ail formns of humt activity this comtpetition lias beeit
one of the very best tlîings for the compLtitors thlit-
selves. It is lte naaiaspriaag of lte bcst liieveieni.
and at the sanie tiitue the balance wlieel ta the world's
naachinery.

There are of course plenty of weaklinigs iii the tire
ilisurance rauiks; antd uliless they gel graduially stroilge-r
b i judicious diet and prudent exercise, ..oiiupeitioiu
uill, sweep thein aside, as it lias donc so nîany hiere-
t(.fore. it does not folliv, hioever, tlhat a butali coin-
pîiny is iecessariy a weak 0one. A couapany w'itl a
million dollars of dlean assets and oîlv lialf a million
of liabilities is iiiiiifestl,, a strotig coiapany and ai
desirable factor iii tunderwritiig ; while another, with
tel, iililis -)fassets alid liabilities crowdling close uponl
tliat respect. ,lc suit, înay lie really weak. Wlhetier a
Comapany t mail or large, its real value dcpenlds 1upon1
being nianaged îvith uiiderwritiing skill and wilh
reference to the extent of the field wvhicla its resources
eniable it to occuipy. Quite a respectable pcrcentage
of tce couapanies which have retired duriiug the last
decade rniglit have coîîtiîiued and grown but for a too
atubiblous anîagemnt. Thc atbeînpt to rii a xaarrow-
gauge train out a broad-gatige track ilways enîds ini
disaster. A couiparatively siiiall conîpany witli a reasoni-
abl3 large surplus niay do a saife and profitable busi-
niess iin a field Iinaiited 10 its capaciby, whule by attenîpt-
iitg to spread itself oa'er tlîe geineralI agency field, suicli
as te large conîpanies înay venture to enter, it uicler-
takes ani injudicious conipetition under wlhicli il. is
iikely to bie flatleiied out. Tite altenapt of these strip-
liiîg ])avids to figlit in Saul's ar-mnor is attcnded wti a
costiy experielice which generally coiles too laIe.

We do liot thiink tle difficnilty of tiie presenlt lire
underwriting situation lies so mmucl in te excess of

stock coîîîpaîieq. eithier stîtail or large, as iii the Vel
lureonuîîes aî<i ad lianîtliîîg %vhlicl >01ne of tlici get.

i BV.lisselU's owti l)re(ictionl, taim ii Uic( Uiled stites
the ntext ces'swili lo te liation's xvealtli ta meachi
scvQ11ty billionst of1 dollars, of %vlicli tlirity billions wvill
iieed fiî.e intiratîce prtutiuii, pointsb pretty clearly 10
tie fact tliaI im:îler tite polîcy o! extenîsive consolida-
lionaia îJusitesS canlot O li lamtlld cubher Nvisely or
iveul for efiller Conijaffles or policyhiolders. Combina-
tion anid concentration of effort, tUi nîarsaaliiig of a
compact fire inistrance lllaux %vitli a s01(1 front, led
by gond geiieralsliip, s wliaî wu mcecd. Iiilacr.enUty
wveal, conîpanieý ailliiîece,;sari]N- fall ont of stîci ranks,
but thiere vili be rmont for a good ilimty soldiers, if wel
eqtipped. o dIo good service ini soine part of the field,
eVen if less titanî six f(ed bail.

LIFE ASSURANCE AND PITOTOGIRAPPl.

Ont glaniîiig at the above tille, iiuost of Our readers
will probalily ask, themniselves, whîat possible contection
tulere cati lie helwveen .subjects apparenitiy so widely
sel)arate(l. Anid yet, alesi ave rerneamîher lion sucli.
diverse deparlîxîcts or scienice as mîedicimie anîd iatite-
înatics liave bei pressed mbit the service of life assur
ance, wlîy shotîi \ve aloider lit lte suggestion ho, add
aliother bramîchi, tliat of j)ltograpliy, to the list ? And
il lias, iii fact, long scnied 10 us, that titere is a bllank iii
commeclion wiblî bbc businîess whlîih plotograpiiy cati
fi iii inutcli advamilae. Iii tlîe early years of the
systeiti it -%vas conhl)ulsory Oit aIl applicaits; to prescrit
tlieîiiselves persoîially at tlie office of the coilipany, sa
tliat the directors and officers would hiave ani oinporhuii-
ity of judgiing for tiienuselves of thzc desirability of the
risk. Oaving to Uic mîagnîitude of the business iii modem
tinties, amîy suicl liractice is, of course, tiow impossible-
ail that cati bc donc is to get as full anisiers as possible
to a series of iliquisitor i questions put to tlte applicant

aiîdthetitdicl eamier.And a-et lîow-olteîi adotibt
arises as ta the proper course- bo takze wilh regard to ail
application, oiy the nliedîcal referees of the cotupanlies
kniowv. -' wlîat shiah WC' do0 with tiis, case? H1e is
lîardly first class. anîd vel înay lic an average risk. Ou
witlich sie of the litte sliouid we place uim ? Shahl we
deue li maiii or lut Iiiii pass ? "Sucli a soliloquy ver-y
frcqueîttly takes place at the lie-id offices, anîd it geru-
,rally enids, as is liatural, ili bakcilg the lieneit of lte
douit A.ud -,ia tiie oflier lia,îd, liv ofteni ae hearau.
agenit say - IlIf tie conîipiny could onily sec so-and-so,
1 fecd sure thEy vould cake lixu ;" but tiîey do îlot see
uitai h plctoii eliaed Now,%,vlay sliould

iiot pliotograpiy lie mxade uise of to shiowv lte officers
just avhtat thc appearatice of the applicant is? V/e
tlîk tlic suggestioni îeeds oiily t0 lie miade to hiave its
practical Value apprecintud, and ave wouild certatinIY
recomîînîieid oîtr ageîîcy f -ieinds t0 forwvard to the hîead
office ai pliotograph of aliy iiidividuai whaom tlaey lie-
lieve to lie a reaily robust aîîd desirabie hile, but ol'
-w, ilose eligibulity the taiedical dirctlLr lias doaibts. 'Ve
blievelite reslts avilI pro\e sltisfa-ctorY. But iiiorder
ta lie of vaille, tlie piiotograpli should lic Eïgticd by the
applicatut for purposes of identlificationi, and siaould also
stale at least approxiuiately lte date at vhticli il was

itaken.
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