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HENRYK SMENKIEWICZ,

Rietch of the Grest olish Xovellst,

Thero are bad novels just ag thero
are bad poems and plays, uny, evon bad
theologieal boolin,  But some works of
fiction stand ont foremost among lit-
erary creatinn-, and to Cathiohies it is
gratfying that wnong nuthors of such
in these Jattes days one of the novel-
18ts whose works are rapdly gamng
universal recogantion, is not only a
Cathohe, but the representative, the
mouthpiece, 8o to speak, of n wholoe
nation, whose greatest clamn to glory
18 and bag ever becn s unswerving

hiues as brilhant as sunbeams, as soft
and soothing ns moonlight. And of
what infinite variety and nover faling
forco avo the neiues Lio unrolls on his
vast canvas.

Already m ¢ With ire and Bword™
the deep and far reaching influenco of
the Church s distinetly aceentuated,
at times  with aticring  pathes as
where the priest mnakes the young
licutenant repeat ** Thy will be done!”
at the moment when, as ho believes,
all no counted 1t worth living for has
been forever lost  at times with that
tunch of humor which indicates infal
hibly a sprit truly Catholic -such a

tidelity to the Chureh. 1 am speaking | spirit 48 ventures ever. to play and

of Henry Suenklewiez, the great
ist of tho Poles,

sovel- | sunlo before its Kternal Mothor.

As n matter of fact, no greater mis-

The avowed purpove of the Rugsian | apprehension could be entertained 1n
Government 12 to crush out every ! regard to Senliewicz than that his

trace of o nationat hic m Poland.

In { booke were permeated by a gloom und

this it has nut suceceded, snd it is safe | ; ~ssinstte gpint . on tho contrary,

to say, will never suceeed, for two
reasons,  Iirst, the Pohsh peoplo

wi"ough ho deprets his geenery m therr
true “olors, always vivid, at times ro-

possess o radical mdividuality, unus- | pulsive, no culivena them constantly

ually atrong and mdonutable, and
secopdly, the denationahizing mflu-
enees have been brought to bear upon
them too late.  Before the Poles lost
their independence, they bad attamed
a high degree of culture, m somo re-
speets as high as that of uny other
Luropean nation, and far superior m
every way to that of tho Russians.
Thanks to this, the Poles lhinve Leen
able to produce dunug the mneteenth
century a literature, unsurpassed n
modern Lurope for orginahty, ex-
uberant imagmation, and profound
religious senthment.

No wonder, then, that when * With
Fire and Sword ** and its two sequels
appeared, they were greeted with an
outburat of popular enthusiasm any-
thing similar to which wo should look
for in vain in the hterary hfe of any
other people in thix century and the
publication of these romances became
a national event.

The period Sienkiewicz treats of is
the seccond half of the scventeenth
century, Long befure his beroes were
born had the Jesuit Peter Skarga—
tbe Demosthenes of Peland in his im-
mortal sermon with prophetical gpirit
warned his countramen that ruin was
impending, were they to keep up their
intesline quarrels aud dissensions. In
Poland the kingz were clected, aud
could not, as in other countries, leave
the throne to their nearest heir.
Americans justly rejoice in their free
institutions - howbeit different epochs
require differont forms of government,
and obviously it was the greatest mis-
fortune for Poland that at s time when
its neighbors, Brandenburgand Russia,
nay, even the distant Sweden, were
threztening its very existence,no single
strong hand guided its destiny. The
very fact of the king’s being, as it
were. the creature of the nobles, de-
prived him of all effective authority,
each individual prince or hetian
(general) congidered himself as pos-
sessed of the right o gever his allegi-
ance to the crewn on any plausible
occasion, in order to join fortunes with
the king of Sweden or C+ar of Russia.
We all know that the ultimate result
wag Poland’s destruction and subjuga-
ticn wvnder the three neiguboring
powers, Russia, Anstria and Prussia,
each of whom is now the possessor of
provinces of that ancient kingdom.

Bicnkicwicz does 1ot conduet his
readers so far, and when he makes us,
as it were, foresee the final disaster, he
does this unly indirectly, by the inev-
itable logic of tho events related by
him. For although it muy be safely
asserted that uo novelist ever possessed
a sounder or taught mure «mportant
lessons to the intelhigent reader, yet
Stenkiewicz 18 nowhere plamly didac-
tic, nor moralizing.

The thag is, boe is beford anything
else a poet and a painter. A puet who
while writing i prose knows how to
mvest 1t with a) entieing charm and
commanding pewcrofsuperbly wrou,sht
verse ; a painter whoze casel containg

by a vewn of wit, as irresistibla as that
of any American humorist.  The ir.
repressible Zaglola--by en onthusias.
tic Amencin crtic aptly styled, a
comtination of Ulysses and Falsinff—
hns becor.-e so far, perhaps, the most
popular of all lus characters.

I doubt, however, whether in tho
long run Zagluba will be able to main-
tain himself as undisputed favorite by
the side of Mmuta 1the Kwistsits of
the polish originul)the leading charae-
ter of the sequel to * Fire and sword:"”
* The Deluge.”  We know of few as
fascinating creations in modern hitera.
ture as this voung nobleman, who at
the ontset appears almost a brute, and
winds up a truly Christian hero, who
has conquered not only couutless
Swedces, but what s far more astound-
ing, his own nature, so long deemed
indomitable,

And this leads me back to what 1
doviated from : the Catholicity in these
Polish novels. If ** Fire and Sword”
has episodes as edifying as any sermon,
* The Deluge” may be said to form
itself into a hymn 1o honor of tho
Church, and more particularly of the
Blessed Virgin.

Tho deluae: that gives name to the
book is the invasion of the Bwedes,
under their king, Carolus Gustavus,
an invagion that was greatly furthered
by tho treason of s veral Polish prin
ces, foremost among whomn stond the
Calvinist Radziwill. At a certain
time the complete annihilalion of
Polish independence seemed to be a
question of wmnor-ly a few days more or
less; the country was flonded by cne
mies, treasn reigned supreme, the
king himself bad fled in despair.

Then, all of a cudden, something
passing strage occurred - Cavolus
Gustavus sent one of his most famrus
Generals to occupy the monastery of
Chenstohova, where a famous finage
of our Lady is venerated. Chensto
hova is situated on a mountain and
surrounded by walls; yot for a house
occupied only by priests and a small
band of nobles and soldiers to defy the
Swediv: General and his regiments
wonld obviously scem sheer madness.
Novertheless, they did undertake it.
How it was carrird out, how therchy
courage and hope were awakened all
through the country, how Kmita with
all but fabulous daring, had his shure
in the lorious cuteome, and how the
noblo prior, equally great as a pricst
and as a leader of men, hud, tower-
ing above everything else, stood out
for the profuund faith of the people
within the sacred preeincts, their
fervent devotion to our Lady, ther
Christian solf sacrifice and childlike
trust—all of this must be read in the
book itgelf, no magazine article being
able to do justice to the unique pathos
of these chapters.

Not long ago it was publicly assert-
ed that every Catholic priest felt glad
to receive a sct of Scotts novels for
the parish Library, and certainly Scott
was & noblo novelist, and far less pre-
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judicod ngainst tho Chureh than
most Protestant writers, Sienkiowicz,
though not presenting auch a variety
of well-drawn  femelo oharacters us
does tho oreator of Jeanie Deans,
Rebeeen and Julin Mannering, equals
him in tho delineation of masceuline
nature, and excels him by far in gen-
oral literary art and linish ; e renders
tho apirit of bygono ages with greater
correctness; bo is to crown it all a
devout and fearless Catholic - all
strong reasons why we should be a
gtuest moro welcomo nmong Catholies
than ever the author of Ivanhoe.

Sienkiowicz  was born in 1815,
studied at the University of Warmaw,
went abroad, spent years In the nitcd
States, studied African natives and
Catholic missions at Zanzibar, walked
over the boulevards of Paris and along
the Pacific slope.  But Lo lins found,
ag every great writer does find, that
his obief work should be at home, and
from Cracow, where ho resides, ho
has sent forth those romunces which
hiave gone all over the world, aronaing
sympathy aud admiration for the Pol.
ish people wherever they went, Polish
heres fought in our War of Indopend.
enco © the namez of Kosziusko and
Pulagki shall never be forgotten by
citizens of the United States. Catho-
lic Americans, moreover, are united to
Sienkiewicz and his people by yet
another tic — that of the common
religion. And whon our author on
a certain occasion quotes the text
** They sowed in tears und reaped n
joy,” the reader feels liko applying it
to the entire Polish people—that peo-
ple who at times lave secemed well
nigh submerged in streawms of their
own blood and teara.

It only seemed so. The day of
resurrection is suro to come~the day
of a harveat as rich in joy and glory
as the past has been abundant in
teara and in sorrow.—Joseph Alecander
in the Rosary Magazine,

When fo Save aud When fo Spenid,

Many years ago a vonerable priest
was making collections to repair his
church, e calied on a lady who
paseed for being very rich and generoue.
Anit wasalreadylatein the daytha lady
called for a light. Thoe servant tock
ono of those lorg matches dipped ia
brimstoue, which were then in use,
touched it to the fire, lighted n candl.
in a silver candiestick, and threw the
rest of the watch in tho tire. The
| lady sharply scolded the girs on her

extravagence. * That mateh,” she
said, “could have Leen used at least
vight tinea.” The pricst thousht that
ho had got into thn wroug pew, aud
that ho might ns weli have saved liim-
solf the troublo of callinug. What,
| then, was his surprise when tho lady
opening her bureaw, counted out to
| lnm two hundred dotiars.  Tho pricst,
| to mako up for his urjust suspicion,
{ grew warm in his thanks, * Thir s
j uot much for such a good work. But
| perbaps you are mot expecting that
| much after my severo leciure to the
| servant ; but if wo want to bave any-
thing to give to God and to the poor
wo must let nothing go to wasto, it is
sbsoluteiy necessary to train enrvants
to e¢conomy in the smallest details,
As the girl bas been in my servico unly
a short ttme, I made it a point to give
her that lesson in vour presenco that
sho might botter remember it

Messrs, Nontitror & Lysax Co. are the
proprietors of Dr. Tronas’ Fx nkcrric Otn,
which is nowbeing sbld in immenze quantitics
throughout the Domini n. It is welcomed
by tho uuﬂ'orin{; iovalid overywhere with
i cmotions of delight, becauso it banishes pain
and gives instant rellef, This valuable
epecifio for almost ** overy ill that flesh is heir
to,"” is valued by the sufforer as more precious
than gold. It is tho clixir of lifo to many a
wasted frame, To the farmer it is dis
pentible, and it ahould bo in overy housc.

\Vhon women voto it is to be hoped that
they won't bo allowed to bet bounots ca the
clection. Qtherwise their husbands would
certainly bo ruined whea tho time to pay up
came.

Mgr. Satoldt Commenis,

When  Archbighep Batolli visited
Now Yuork city tv (ke part in the
colobration of the Feugt of the Conver.
ston of Kt 'aul ot the Church of Nt,
Paul the Apwstle e mamfeded much
gratitication on heartng the mwie of
the Chureh os rendeped by the great
sanctusry chotr, conmisting of 100 mulo
voives, Last Maturday the Rov, Futher
Alfred Young the dincetor of the
choir, recoived from the Delegato tha
following letter of  eonareatulation,
written in Faghish, from tho house of
tho delegation in Wadangton

“fiees and Do Patlor Young : Ono
of tha meat pratefur unpressons I
retatn of my laat vt-it to New York on
the oceasien of the 1 cast of St, Paul's
Qouversion is thnt made upon mn by
the plain chant which 1 bsd the plea.
suro of hearag iu yrur church.  Tho
gravo and sofvinn eliaracter of the com-
posi:ion, the harmany of the veices of
the adult choir minmglel wath the clear
voicea of the hovs, and the smonth cxe-
cution of the singing produced such an
effvet upon the hoare s as 1o cause the
soul to raaliza that the houso where
thoso eounds arv hvard 18 tho houso of
the Lord.

That such were the vapressions of
all the people: at the ceremonies could
have been cauly wferred, not ouly
from the grand siienee waintained all
over thoe sacred building during tho
sorvices, but alo frun the featings of
holy devotion croatenl by that vinging,
May it please Alneizhty God that such
cdifying singiig cruld ba hewrd in all
tho churchea of the country.  Auny
cffort made for this purpoee would cer.
tainly meet with the pleasure of the
Holy Fathier, whn has nlways taken so
much intercst in the use of the Gre-
gorian Musie, wiod it v ould bring dowa
the blessings of God, to whosn hause
tha plain chant is su truly hecoming,

Howover, T do not wein by this
0 blumo nitogether the uee of hgured
music, which by its serious and grave
harmony is slso Feesmiug, slthough in
a differ'nt way, to to digvity of the
Cathalic worship, as uecd iu the basil.
licas of Rome, nnd as I have bheard it

n many churches of this country.”

Thoe Gregorian chant, as rendered by
the choir of the chiurch of the Paulist
Fathera, was introluced iuto that
church by Father Y ung in 1BTZ
It was then that the gallery choir
wag dinpensed with,  Tre  innova.
tion caused wnch Jdiacusiog, Lut the
example thus ret b ‘w1 followed to
greater or less degre iu nearly every
Cutholic charch of inportunce in the
land.

-\l‘,:l' Satu!lds lettor of cutume dation
to Fathrr Yo.ng wus precdod nearly
sixteen years o s by vne fron Cardii al
Mattindlli, of similar twp.rt, under
date from Rome, Mal 2504, 1879,

Whi's Baron Al Lons de Rotha.hi'd
waos diiving to the Dourse {(Paria) on
Tuaesday, vue of the alidls of Lia car-
riage gave way ard ti. horsis Lo'ted.
The Baron wanazed tu. cocape from the
vehidle without bLe 10y Lart.

A large can ceatmining a galion of
peeeoleam, a quantuy f gunpowder
snd other exptostves «nd  hits of iron
nails, ete, with w ugnted fuse attached
was found vu aidu the miain «btranen to
the house of Abbn Garmer, (ditor of
Le 'euple Franns, Pans,

In tbe Houeo of Qoramone, on Mon-
day, Mr Syduoy Buxten, Under Col-
oninl Secretary, anuounced that the
BEarl of Jereey had bern nppointed
Iroperial delegate to the iuterecinnial
conferenco at Ottuwa. The Earl of
Jersey was Goveruor of New sSouth
Wales from 1890 to 1893,

The great lang healer is found in that ex
ccllent medicino seld as Bikle's Anti Con-
sumptive Syrup. It aonthey and diminishes
the sensibility «f the neanb-ane of the throat
and air prasager, ud 'y a severeign remedy
forall coughe, eolds, hrararnegs, pain or soro-
ness in tho ciicat, broachitis, cte. 1t has
cured many whea supposed tu bo far advanced
in consumption,




