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THE LErxE1C OFTO.

Once on a time the gods of old
Asscmbled on the summits cold
Of fanicd Olynpus, to partake
Of nectar and ambrosial cake.
JBefore the godlike feast concluded,
Eris, one wliom they had excluded,
An apple threw amongst the guests
Which " To the Fairest" was addressed.
Confusion dire was thus created;
Tliree fair ones long and loud debated,
''Tis mine !" "'Tis 'ine!" each shrilly called ouf.,

Till Zeus*irate, thus sternly bawled out,
I: Ye vixens, st'p your clatter barbarous,
And hie with Hermes to Mount Gargarus,
Wlcre «'aris dwells, brave son of Priam,
A better judge than you or I an."
The trio faned ii chasic lore,
Appeared the shepherd lad bef-:.re;
Long time his-puzzled wits misda.uhted
As each in turn stormed, sniled or pouted.
Juno, vast wealth and power, offered;
Minerva, war's great glory profflred;
The third cut short his .Iesitation,
" The prettiest wife in all creation
Is yours, if you judge fair between us."
She spoke. The apple went to Venus.
The immortal two, their hopes thus dampere d,
]Bccame enraged and off they scampered,
Vowing in deadly rage and passion,
The Trojan brood soon to inake hash on.
The gallant youth, whc thus adjustcd
Affiairs which gods to him entriisted,
Then sailed away to Peloponnesus,
An isthimus w hici you know in Grecce is.
Tarrying awhile with Menelaus,
Al that remains for us to say is.
He cariied off the beautcous leien.
A trick his host did not think weIl on.
According to a promise made,
The chieftain's then not long dclaycd,
To launcli their boats for well built Ilion,
Dardanian blood its streets to spill in.
Across the broad Augean driven,
They reached at length the wished for haven ;
Witlh nighty fear aci Trojan shudders
As Grcecian braves unship their rudders.
Their boats no sooner touch the shore,
Than forfl step mnyriads or more,
Withi stately tread and mien ferocious,
Inquiring for that youth precocious,
Vho coaxed away the Spartan beauity,

And Inade his rnmishment their duty.


