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Il. CUARACTER 0F FIELD.

1. Spirittual Life. In the majority of thc congregrations, the spiritual state
sceins rather doubttful . In sonie it is sirnply discouraging; ini others greater
hopes exist; while in a few there has been a special work of grare durinq !he
year. làIt ig with mucb regret," writes one, "lthat 1 have to express my opinion
that spiritual lifu is low ini our midst." IlSomne," adds another, "'lare mowing!n
grace; others are bexcoming more worldly. 1 see signs of increasinj; interest in

ersonal religion, but 1 have seen such signs before witbout much fruit resulting."
W hile a third reports that Ilin two sections there seewi to be some increase in

earnestneqss and spirituality among prtsigChristians, and several others
seeîîî to have corne to the Saviour." In Car ottetown, Truro, Georgetown and
Springbill, there bas been a special work of grace. The extent of that work is
dlifferent in each case. In the first instance, as niany as ninety-four have been
added to t he communion roll,-eighty-one of these for the first time, on a profes-
s-ion of faith, as part of the fruits of the outpouring of the Spirit of God.

As to the numbeir of communicants, it seems that the membership of the
Churcb, taken as a whole, is not what nsight reasonably be expected, scarcely
averaging onme communicant for each bousehold. In some congrgations, the
average is very low. This is a scrious matter, and one requiring careful consid-
cration, inasinuch as in our churches this is the principal mode in which Vublie
profession is made of faith in the Lord Jesus Chit besides involving, in the
case of Chrîstians who do flot accept of it, the putting away of an invaluable
means of grace.

111. THE ORDINANCES.

1. WVitb regard to tke Public TVorsldp of God, the comsnittee rejoice to readl
the satisfactory returns. Ainong our conrgtions, particularly in country sec-
tions, the general attendance seeins especially good. Amnong ail tliis class of
answers there is scarcely one complaint. In cities and the smaller towns it is
not so good; one answer giving "lmuch irregularity"; another stating what mamy
sadly expericace, viz., that"I while in cities many strangers fil! the churches, yet
aliuost baif of the regular fansilies do flot attend as regularly as they ougit.
Somne systematically attend only once on the Lord's Day, and then only whcn
the day is fine."

2. Prayer Mfeetiigs.-There is no congreption--so fat a the replies ex-
tend-without its meeting for prayer, in addition to the regular services of the
Sabbatb. The nature of tbcse varies according to circumstîances. In some in-
stances there is the general meeting alone. Mters add thereto the district and
the cottage meeting - whilst in those sections where the revival of religion has
taken place. it hasULen the custom to hold meetings for prayer every ovening
durin the week for months togethct, with the niost beneficial resuits.

One retmrn says :-"6 Ie have two prayer-meetings every week. One is
held everv Wednesday evening Attendance very good, although mam ot
thme congregation do flot attenJ at aIl. The other is held every 'Sàbbath miorn-
ing an hoimr before service, and is condtmcted by the members of the congrega-
tion for a blessing on the services of the day."

1%e general and grievous complaimît, however, with ail meetings, specially
for prayer, ig. that they are attended by a very smail number indeed. as coin-
pared either with the Sabbath attendance, or even with the membership of thc
Cburch. ï «ot it is an acknowledged fact, that wlierever there is a praysng peo-
pIe, there Goù's blessings most liberally descend.

In one instance a féllowship meeting is tound to be very beneficiaL
3. &l>batk Sekools and Bible Clase.Every return gives also a Sabbath

Scho1 In some congregations where the people are widely scattered, it is found
necessary to have several-in one instance numbering as many as ten. Many
schools have Bible Classes under properly qualified teachers, as the cosaplement; ot
thejunior classes. Sometimes the Bible class is under the niister's own superin-


