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LEGISLAT1VE CONUNDRUM.
l'o the Ediior, CrAADA LAW JOURNAL:

Dear Sir:-The legal fratcrnity are a proverl>iollv long suffering
and sweet-texnpered conimunity, but oughit flot 8oinle limîit to be
assigned to the tribulat.ions they arc called uponi to endure>

To attempt to understand and assirnilate the imnmense and
evler-ilCreailSlfl burden of legisiation our st.c4ntc books arc callc(l
tiponi to Lear is Lad enoughi, but to Le eomipelled to puzzle ont 'ie
iiitendeçl xeaning of '.he sQatutes theiseves it, even worse.
,Might Nv iiîot, at least, ausk that th(,y Le expresscd iii inielligihie
and unianil.igiotis language. Take i1c follo"Niolg as an exan mle:

'l'lie Infants Act, se.21 (1): "The SMupretue Court bv an
order to Le inade on the apicîationn of the guar'dian of ait infant
in whose naine any stock or nioney, by virtue of ativ statute for
paying off any stock, is ýstanding, andl who is b.eecf1cially cntitled
thereto, or if there is no guardian, by an order to he made in any
action, cause or uatter tlepending ini thc court, inav direct ail or
aoyv par* of the tividendis iii 2.!S]pect of such stock or any sueh
rnoney to bc paid to the guardian of suclh infant or to aniy other
person fer the maintenîance anud cducation or ot.herwise for the
henefit of the infant j

I . W huit is Ille nieaniing of thev words 'by virtue of any statute
for paý ing off any stoýk?'' What is the, ineaiing of "'Pay ing off''
stock? A debt niay he ''iaid off'' and flivreupon becomes j

extinguishied; but caon you tpay off ', stockh-? If so how is it dlonc,
andi what beconcs of the stok wîhcnl it is "pid off?'' Is it also
extinguislied?

2. Docs flic clause abovc. quoted relate only to the word
'iTuotiCy'' inîîncdiately precedjiig it, or ducs it relate also to fixe
wvords "any stock" irnniediately pr'ceditig the w'ord "money?"U4

3. Ineidentallv thc word "whose" in the second line of the
section would siern, under the ordinary rules of grammiatical
construction, ta relate to the preceding word "guiardlian," thoughi
thc context semnis to make it vear that it is intended to relate
to the preceding word ' infant."eî

It appears that statistics reveal that, iii the inatter of suicides
-nti ontinent in the year Jý ID, the legal p)rofession lionds the

Iist in point of numbers. It is understood that the endeavour to
understand statutes w'as a main contributory cause. It. is stated
that the mexubers of the, other Io.,ned professions suceeeded in
retaining their equanimity by positively lecliiiing to roake any
attenîpt tc. pretend they uei4i(,too(I the lan'.

F. P.B.


