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The case of the girl Kate Shoustnitb, rècently condexnned ta deatb for the
mnurder of ber illegitimate batby, hus called public attention once again to the
baphazard, Draconian character of aur punishments for homicide. Between a
half.demnented girl and a cold-blooded poisoner the law knows no difference.
An unwilling jury convict, and an unwilling judge sentences, irnplering God te

È. have mercy an ar unhappy seul mare sinned against than sinning, the mercy
of man being postponed tili Ilrecommendations are forwarded ta the proper
quarter." Then, after a week of mental agony for the prisener, the Homne
Secretary intimates that Her Majesty is grocilously pleased only ta. nflic
punisliment on the poor wretch sme twenty times more severe than the usual
punishment of a garrotter. Occasionally the law stretches its benignity ta the

- -uttermost. After 6ive or ten years a Homne Secretary may, if net otherwise
occupied, give hie attention again to the case, and the wornan emerges, a
battered gaal-bhi, of five and thirty, good for nothing more in this world. Vet
the man escapes sçot-free. Bentham, with wbomn punishment was a science as
well as a sentiment, wreoe of the subject long ago -.- " The laws against this

eflnce, under Pretence of bumanity, are a nioEt manifest violation af it.
Compare the offence with the punishnient. The offence is what is improperly
called the death of an infaaý-, who bas ceased te be, before knowing what
existence is--a result of a naturt net ta give the slightest inquietude ta the most
timid imagination, and wbicb can cause no regrets but te the very persan who,
through a sentiment cf shame and pity, bas refused ta prolong a life under the
auspices of misery. And what is the punishment ?-the barbarous infliction

j cf an ignominieus death upon an unbappy mother wbose very offence prov2s
ber excessive sensibility ; upon a woman guided by despair, who, in hardening
her heart against the softest instinct cf nature, bas harmed ne ane but herself.
She is devoted ta infamy because she bas dreaded shame too much, and the
se)uls cf her surviving friends are poisoned witb grief and disgrace.-London
Law Timeds.
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(COnfinued from p.676.)
Mr. OsIer, frein the Reporting Comnîittee, presented the following report

in respect ta the delays in issuing the reports, and on the reporti ng of cases on
(idn-up copne rYv Committee have enquired as te the delay in

* the issue of the reports by the publishers, and report as fellows : That same
delay arises front the difficulty in obtaining revisions of the draft reports as
flrst printed from the judges, and that for thîs delay there seemi; ta be ne remedy.
That there is a delay of from eight -te faurteen days after the advance copies

* are delivered at Osgoode Hall before the erlition ïs distributed te the pro.
fession, and that this is the necessary and ordinary time required fer the pub-
lishera' staff ta bind and deliver the numbers. Orders have been given that
advance copies are te be sent te each county library, and this will te some
extent put the country members on a par with those in the city. As ta the
reporting and winding-up cases befare tbe Master. in-Ordinary, it will be faund
that many sucS cases have been reported, and Mr. Brown bas been instructed
tu repart aIl caser, under tbe Winding-up Act that are cf sufficient importance,

- - wbeth er such cases go te appeal or net.


