
YOUNG FRIENDS' REVIEW. '

engaged in their professional work, have
equaliy with you finished the course and
earned the diplorna, so soon to be
awarded,-all of these, I say, have
reached your present vantage-ground,
not through the caprices *of chance, nor
by any unexpected turn of the wheel of
fortune, but by persistent, long-con-
tinued and well-directed efforts of your
own. What you have thus achieved hy
these persistent efforts is an example of
what awaits you in the life before you.
Ail is to be accomplishied by 'vise fore-
thought, weii-defined and weli-estab-
lished plans of work, and unswerving
courage in carrying out th-)se plans.
You have doubtless already decided
pretty clearly for what especiai uine of
life's work you are respectiveiy adapted.
Settie this as weil in advance as your
situation ivili allow, and having thus de-
termined it, let no light nor trivial cir-
cumstaflçes turn you aside.

It is too common with the young to
regard the positions which they accept
as merely temporary and as stepping-
stones to something beyond. This
thouglit may do you no harm if it does
flot inake you negiect or slight present
duties, because they are thus regarded
as temporary. If you will aiways bear
in n1ind that there is no preparation for
future usefulness and success in any
calling at ail to he compared with the
ivell-formed habit of finishing and per-
fecting the work of to-day, then witi the
stepping. stones on the way of progress
be real steppîng-stones, ieading ever
onward to advanced positions and
hier and nobler ada ievement.

Nowv, if life is to be what we make
il, it becomes ail to build upon such a
fouindation as to rnake the most of it,
and to nmake success as sure as it can
be inade by any human efiort. I say
success, and I say it advisedly and
thotighltfully, for success in life in its
1ruest and broadest sense is that to
,which we must all aspire. 0f course I
do not mean success irn any, merely out-
ivard nor materiat sense, but success
such asý will involve the proper perform-
ance of every duty, and thus include,

with the lufe that is, the life that lies
beyond. 1 say, then, that for establish-
ing such a life it is necessary to huild
upon a sure foundation And what is
this sure foundation to which I wouid
direct your attention ? Lt is the firm
rock of truthfuilness and integrity in ail
of your dealings with your feilow-men
upon which 1 would have you buiild.
And this can neyer be doue without
strict attention to wvhat may lie calied
littie things. There is a plain and
simple line of demarcation between
right and wrong, truth and falsehood,
hon.-r and dishonor. Neyer lose sight
of that line, and neyer excuse a course
of conduct, nor a single act. by saying
that it is ;zearly righit, or only a lit/le
over the uine, upon the wrong side.
Let every utterance, as wvell as every
act, -)e truthful, both in the letter and
the spirit. 'Ihere is s0 rnuch of pre..
varication, of slight divergence from, the
path of rectitude, of excusing one's self
for what one considers these minor
variations from truthfulness, in ail the
great world of affairs, that I cannot too
earnestly warn you against it. Ail of
this, venial and trifling as it may seeni
at first in its earlier stages, constîtutes
a series of sure and effectuai lessons in
the schooi of crime. No great defaica-
tions are made, no serinus crimes ofr
any kind are comnmitted without pass-
ing through the graded lessons in this
dangerous school. Lt is sonietimes said
of certain kinds of business that thev
cannot be conducted upon the strict
basis of absolute frankness and integrity.
Whenever you are satisfied that his is
truc of any occupation, let me warn vou
to shun it at whatever cost. \Vhere Vou
cannot carry with vou a strict adherence
to your highiest ideals of truth and dutv
you should neyer venture, be the prizes
wvhat they may. But is it not truc that
the various occupations which are so
often disgraced by the unprincipled and
the unscrupulous may flot be carried on
in accordance with the stricteqt prin-
ciples of integrity and honor. Indeed,
the highest success in these occupa-
lions, in even a niaterial or wvorldly
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