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James Arminiug, was born in Qudwater, a sinall town near Utrecht, in
Holland, in the year 1560. The yearin which the constitution of the states
of Holland was violated, by Phillip the Nceond, in the appointment of
Anthony Perrenot, Arch-bishop of Mcchlin, to a position in the civie
government, which increased the dissatisfuction already existing, and was
onc among the numerous canses from which issued the Dutch Republie.

His father, who was a cutler, died shortly after the birth of Arminius,
leaving him with a bratl-er and sister to the care of their widowed mother.
A pious clergyman of Utrecht, teck 11e chaige of Lis education uutil he
was in his fifteenth year, when death deprived Lim of his patron. At
this early age he exhibited traits of uncomn.on geniusand picty ; he had
made some proficiency in the sciciees, and excelled in the rudimcnts of the
Latin and Greek languages. In a slort time aiter the death of his first
friend, ke sccured the vegard and favor of Rudolph Suellus, a native of
Oudwater, but at that time a resident of Marpury in Hesse, at whose in-
vitation and under whose patronage Arminius repaired to the University
in that town. This plsce 1ad 2lready Peeome fancus in o wich Listory
as the seene of a Conference, 1o which, Phillip Landgrave, of Hesse, had
invited Luther and Zuingle in the cxypcetation that a comytonise might
be effected, which would settle their disputes.

He had been there but a short time, when his studics were interrupted
by the news of the sack of Qudwater, by the Spainards.  This cccurred
on the 19th July, 1575. The town, after a resistance of cizhteen days,
was carried by assaunlt, and the usual resulis followed ; men, women and
children were murdered in cold bloed, and almest cvery Louse in the town
was burnt (o the ground.  Arminius now returned to Hulland, ouly to find
his worst fears realized; bis metker, sister and Lretlaen, were zmong the
victinis of the indiscriminate slaughter which had taken place. e was
uow in his sixteenth year; with a keavy licart Le retured te Marpury,
yerforming the journey on foot.

Shortly after his return to his patron, Lelearned that the new University,
at Leyaen, was formed under the mispices of Willima I, Prince of Urange.
He at once prepared to return to Iolland, and enter as a student. e re-
mained at Leyden six years, and acquired such a high reputatian, that
the merchants of Amstadzm odopted Lim as their fester-pupil, and
undertook to bear the expenses of his further studies, upon the condition
that he would devote himself to the service of the cluich in that eity.
He aceepted the offer, and gave a bend to the magistratcs to tle cfect,
that, he considered himiself bound to than dwring the rest of Lis life, and
that he could devote Limself to no other chureh, in any cily, eor town,
without their consent. .

In 1582, he went to Geneva, to perfeet his studies in the coileges of
that city. The Callege of Geneva, was founded by John Calvin, about
thirty years previous, with a view to make Geneva the mother,—the semi-
nary of all the Refurmed churches—as Rotlenburg was of all the Lutheran
communitics; and in this design he was very successful. Men from
LEngland, France, ltaly and Germany. repaired to Geneva, being atiracted
by the fume of Calvin and Beza, with other distinguished nasters of
science and  theolozy.  Here, as in all the public schools, the docirines of
Christianity werc 1cduced to the form of a Peripatetic science, and placed



