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this land. There is nothing that has struck me more in Canada than
the exalted and important place which the profession of the law has in
the public affairs of Canada. It was only last night that I was alluding
to the fact that in the Government of Mr. Laurier they are all, with one
or two exceptions, men who have been, or who are now, in the profession
of the law. Even as to Sir Richard Cartwright I find that, although not
admitted, he studied for the Bar for two years. It speaks volumes for
the confidence which the community place in the ability and integrity of
the lawyers. The lawyers are not in these positions merely because
they are barristers.- The electors who elect their representatives know
that they have the qualifications for the positions they occupy. It shows
that there is confidence placed in the integrity and honor of the great
profession of the law. But when all is said and done, the words of that
great orator and lawyer, Webster, are true, that the greatest abiding
interest of any nation is the law, the settled, honest administration of
the law. I have sometimes thought that in the case of the judges
charged with the great and responsible duty of the administration of the
law, the State did not recognize sufficiently the position that these judges
fill. Even in England it is true to-day thatin the cases of nine out of ten
appointed to hold office in the Supreme Court they have to make great
sacrifices in taking a seat on the gench. I do not mean to say that the
payment of judges should approach the very great incomes of the leading
individual members of the Bar; but I venture to say that, in England
and here, the remuneration and position of the judges ounght to be such
as to attract the ambition and desire of the best men in the profession.
1t certainly does so in this land and in England to a great extent; but
there is a great discrepancy between the incomes of the leading members
of the Bar and those of the great body of the judges on the Bench. I
think it in the interest of the community, not in the narrow sense of the
profession, that the position should be looked up to as an elevated one,
worthy of the noblest and highest ambition. One word more; you are
working out on this great continent an experiment which the world is
noticing. You are showing to the world, demonstrating to the world,
that men who are of different races, different nationalities, ditferent
creeds and different languages can yet live in harmony together.
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