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thie fortifieti residenLce of the Frenchi famik', in the couirse of wbicil
wve are initrocluced to Diane, the chief hieroine, andti lso to a vers'
companionable Newv England girl, namiet Lyclia Longby, wvho lias
beeni takzen captive by the Abenazci1 uis. Shie i: madle to, play an im-
pot-tant part iii the story, and. ber character is a irbycon-
trasted %vithi thiat of Diane. In any novel ivorthy of the nime th C
characiers in their types shoulci be e.Nlibited with fidelity, force,
and the finest sense of d,-amatic effect. The description of Nanion
andtiber lovers is, 1 biolc, oie of the most captivatincy parts of the
whol.ý book. No\Telists deal extensively ç\itli the passion of love,
probably becatist- tlieir readers desire it ; but why their readers
desire it, is wliat Rudyard Kipling %votild cal] 1' anothier story.''
The otlier personiages, even the minior mries, are touchiet in wvitli
remarkable firminess and trt.h rt> nature. The rural scenery and
chanying sky ai-e depicteti %vit1î a poetic ciuis that unclotbtedly
found! itýs inspiration in the auithor's love and study ot ouit-door life.
The v.-olc story shows thet ils_ author macle bierseif thoroughfly
acqtiainteci wifflh tlhc - lio% mie to speak lail-nirl stupiti
but pictt.reýs-jue er.. o-i the Olti Re.gà;te. ilch4 lias been written
OfL tlîis period, iniiJ îuong thie %worIzs of fiction illias calleti iit-o
being Iliî-, new romnance ,Iesctr\-z a foremost positioii.

RAOUL AND flR0N IIAND.

l'le second.iry title of this fiction is, '4'1- \inning the Golden
Sputrs," anid it sevsto îindicittc the wvork belong'ý to the categorv
of ouit-ani-out romances, w~hicli is the fact. 'J'le atithor is làay
flolsey M\iller, and the book is publishiet by the Harpers. The
scene is laid ini France ait ïlhe lime tiat Edward 111. wvas trying to
e.stablisi lits dlaim to thc -i enicli Crowvn. In t rcating a,.n antique
theme, 'ticil t.s this, there rnust be no inconsistencies of hunie atnd
place Io slitockz the intelligent rezide-, andi one shiotld risc fromi the
peruisal witlî saitisýfaction, feeling that the saine events miglht
reaisonably have been vxpect ed ho arise under siniilar circumiist;ilces.

Xin.Ii, initerest is the very greatesh qu1ahity a Story can possess, as
wvîhhotit àail other qualities go for nothing-, since the reader cillier
throws dowvn the book as instifferably clil, or goes to sleep over
it. If nmy un ttutoreti jtigment is not anîîss--it is,. an open quiestion
-this romance riscs supj-erior te, bollh these tests, tryingr as they
undotubredly are.
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