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i ,Avz attende a great many farmors' meetings of
one kind and another in the course ocf my life, but iA
was my privilege to be present at one lield 'in Exeter,
Ont, February 1 and 2, 'whiob, to use an agricultural
phrase, was "Ithe cap-sheaf I of them. ail. It was a
meeting of the South Huron Farmers' Institute, organ-
ized by a deputation of professors from, the Ontario
Agriautural College, about a year ago. This Institute
was boru 80 strong that it round itself able to mun alone
at about the age when a robust and thriving baby takes
to its feet. On the occasion I refer to there were no
profeesors iu attendance. Ail the papers ana addrosses
were given by actuai and practical farrners. Mfr. Shaw,
editor of the C'anadiait Lire Stock Journal, Mr. McA.
Allen, "9the apple king"I of Goderich, ana myseif, wero
present, but we only dlaim, to be plain toilers iu the
fielde of husbandry. We had no officiai dignity te up-
hold, aud were Ilbail fellows well met I in a good seuse,
on that memorablé occasion, for sunli it was. Memor-
able for social*feflew2hîp, and for unusually intereafing
discussions, ana for a certain air of sprightiy intellec-
tuaI vigour, not often characteristic of sncli gatlierings,
was the meeting in question.

0"E of its moat pleasing features was the extent to
whioh local farmers took part in the proceedinga. 1
have lost the few notes i took, ana my memory of names
ie very treacherous; lience I cannot mention al who
were prominent speakers, which I should mucli like te do.
One of the first te take the floor was Mr. MeQuade, one
of the oldeet settiers in the neiglibourliood, wlio. found
himeelf at an earlyî.lay located on a farm compose of
good soil, but requiring to be drained iu order to jnake
it productive. Not heving capital te drain the place
properly, lie at firat thouglit of seliing out, and getting a
drier farm somewhere. But being iinable to find a
purcliaser, lie concluded to, grapple with the drainage
problem, ana master it littlo by little. Ris account of
his first attempts, failures aud successes, was about as
instructive a bit of agricuitural experieuce as one could
ivish to bear. Suffice iL to -say, lie persevered until lie
became "lmaster of the situation," and*whiat le dees not
kuow about underdraining a farm is hady worth huow-
ing. .&fter his interesting taflk on the subjeet, for he
Bpoke without mauuscript, lie.was subjected to a ranning
fire of questions, ail of which lie answered in a most
satisfactory manner. I noticed in the st rn2mber of
TzE Ruaux. CANADIÂN a statement to the effect that the
recent meeting of the North York Farmers' Institute
was not a brilliant succes8, owing to the paucity of
speakers able to give interesting practicai instruction.
I beg te, snggest tliat neit winter tliey send for Mr.
McQuade te talk to theni about bis hobby, for such it
is and he rides it weil.

Tmz upahot of the drainage portion of the proceedings
was iat thi."« betterment"I lengtliens out the working

aud growing season, enabling the fermer to get on hie
land carly in spring, ana put hie crops iu so as to take
time by the forelock; that heavy summer ehowers do
net wash the surface, but siuk speedily into the porous
soil; that fail raine do not intorfere wîth feU ploughing;
that tlierop average is inoreased so as -te pay foi the-
cost of drainage, ana a profit over; that open draine,
drains of loose Btone, aud wooden drains are not com-
parable with tule drains ; and that the iordinary fermer,
if lie wiil only study up the subj oct ana "I ake haste
e3lowly,"'eau carry out this improvemdut lu a thoroughJy
'satisfactory mauner. ý

My paper on' "Exhaustion of the Soil, and its
Remedies," was well received, thoroughly discussed, ana
its suggestions as to, the ineans of land enricliment,
especiaily by the judicions use of clovering, responded
to in a way that 8howed the farmers present to be
awake and alive te, this important mialter. Tlie sub-
ject of manuring, tlie question how best to procure,
-husbaud and appiy the inanurial resources of the farm,
aud kindred topics, received a large measure of atten-
tion. Stock-raising aud cattle feeding were gene into
ver; fully. Papers by Mr. Symons and another practi-
cal stockman whose naine 1 unifortunately forgot, re-
lating te, this important branch of rural economy,
attràcted mudli attention, aud wer'e, well discussedl.
Questions directly to the point were asked and answered
promptiy, and a deep impression made as to the imnpor-
tance of improving the beef-producing qualties of
cattie by the use of bigli clas bulle exclhoively.

MR. GnAie readas capital paper on*', Permanent Pas -
tures," lu the course of which',he fell foui cf Prof. Brown,
and objected te bis recipe for seeding down, as including
grasses not fitted to, this country, aise prescribing teo
large quantities; of seed, involving neediess cost and
considerable waete. 'While eulogizing the stress laid by
the Professer ou the necessity of impreving our grass
lande, lie was cf the opinion that zneadows and pastures
could only be perinanent to a limited extent iu this
country, the comparatively small size cf most 1farms
rendering it indispensable that grass sliould chiefly come
in* the coupe of regular crop rotations. it 'wond have
sade zest to the occasion if Prof. Brown Lad been
present te, answer for himacîf. He ia ne siouch iu this
or any other branch cf practical farming, audit 'wonld
have been "just fun "lfor editor sud professer te have
cr5ssed lances iu relation te tlie iatter.
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MR. ALLEN gave us a moat valuable talk on ci ruit-
growmng," and laid down the rules of orobard manage-
ment ln a very clear aud forcible way. He Lad just
returned from the Colonial aud indian Exhibition,
wliere lie Lad charge cf the Canadian fruit diBplay. -The
apples from, South Huron were a comsp-onous festure ini
the exhibit, sud Mr. Allen strongly urgea those present
te maintain and improve tbeir orcliards. He teld tliem
what Icinds cf apples sud pears brouglit the -best price i
the Engliel market, and gave ample directions how
best te grow, pack amd sel tliem. The importance cf
manuring orcliards, the p-.i*eiples of pruning, the way


