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BEES AND POULTRY.
THE PLYMOUTH ROCKS.

The Plymouth Rooks are s now breed, their
origin being rather a matter of dispute, but Mr.
D. D. Wilson, of Seaforth, oxpresses the belief
that they originated in a oross between & single-
combed Dominique cock, and Bleck Jave hens.
Mr. Wilson says :—

* The Plymouth Rock is a good layer; it lays
a large egg, with & strong, durable shell. Itisa
vory good table fowl when it is no longer useful
as a layer, and, when well cared for, comes very
early to maturity.”

Mr. Doel remarks of these birds :—

¢ The Plymouth Rock promises to be a very good
fowl, but it will not suit the farmer for a number
of yeare, as it can hardly be called a fixed breed
yet. The farmer looks to have both a good fowl
and & good-looking fowl. The Plymonth Rock
has been a cross until late yeuars, and it has not
been bred sufficiently long or with sufficient care
to make it yet an established breed, so that it
may be depended upon. It will do very well to
use for crossing purposes, like any other common
fowl, because when fowls are
once crogsed, they are nothing
but common fowls, elthough

degroeo of the excellence of the new breed. Then
whon the half-breeds commence to lay, sell off
the old hens entirely, keeping only the half-breed
pullots, also getting rid of tho half-breed roosters, |
for thoe breed will not improve 1f they are kept.
Keep the enmo thoroughbred rvosters the second
soason, though it would be better to chauge every |
yoar. Buf under no circumstances should they
be kept to cross on their own progeny longer than
the second season. The firat cross will be half.
breeds; and if none but thoroughbred males are
used, the second cross will be three-quarters pure

some it is only very slightly out of tho centre.
Tho following is the result :—Fifty-cight chickens
were batched, three are dead, eleven are yet too
young to decide upon their sex. Of the remaining
forty-four, every one has turned out true to the
old man's theory. This, of course, may be an ae-
cidental ooincidence, but I shall certainly try the
experiment again.”

SUGGEESTIONS ON BEE-CULTURE.

Under this heading the Chicago Herald gives

blood, which for all practical purposes are equal the following: Therc are many people who own
to tho thoroughbreds. If, however, after the first ! a few colonies of bees, and seldom, if ever, realize
cross the half-breed roosters are kept, the grade | anything from them, while with a little exertion
will not improve, and the chicks will still only be | and study they might be made a source of great
half-breeds, and poor ones at that. Hence, it is . plessure and profit. Inthe first place, no person
important that none but thoroughbred wmales ' should ever expeot to be successful with bees who
should be used. Another plan is to buy a trio of | is not willing to give the subjeot a reasonable
pure-bred fowls and kesp them in a separate en- | amount of time and careful study. The most
alosare, setting tho eggs under other Lens as fast : successful bee-keepers are lovers of nature and
aslsid  This will give pure-blood fowls from the | have a fondness for these little marvels of indus-
start.  Still another plan is to buy soveral set- | try. Those who would be successful with bees
tings of eggs, but this requires considerable time. | must slways be ready in the proper season to
administer to their wants.
Henco the neglectful, heedless
and indolent are as sure to

some of them make better
layers than many full-bred
fowls.”

KEEPING BEES.

‘We often hear of peopls
keeping bees for pleasure, and
it always signifies that those
who do it are not only people
of & greater or less degree of
cultured taste, but that the
apiary is really one of the fine
arts. Whetherit isappreciated
as such or not, it is just of that
character. When we take
into consideration the habits
and artistic design of the busy
little beo, it is no longer a won-
der that its characteristics
have been woven into verss,
and that the scientist and ar-
tist and poet have loved to
study thoee hmbits and have
been free to admire its in-
gonuity. Believing, therefore,
that we cannot cultivate refined taste too much,

fail in apiculture as in any
other calling. The induce.
ments to bec-keeping are nu-
merous; it affords s most
pleasurable and healthful
recreation for a person whose
business or profession is con-
fining.

MARKETING HONEY.

In regard to comb-honey, it
18 of importance to the bee-
keeper, first and above all,
to produce a choice article in
good shape. Choice comb-
honey is white and well-cap-
ped. Small frames of light,
clear lumber, five o six
inches squarc and one and
one-half to two inches wide,
filled with nice white comb-
honey, well finished and
weighing one and one-half
pounds each, is perhaps the
As to the best breed, that depends on the cir- | most suitable shapo with which to meet the retail

ILYMOUTH ROCKS.

the business of bee- keeping becomes more valuable | camstances. Itis conceded\on all handsthat there | demand.  Nest shipping cases, holding fifty or
as we view it in this light. Woe frequently refer, | is more monoy in cggs than in raising chickens, ! sixty pounds of the above frames of honey, will

the reader is aware, to those branches of farm in- | and if this branch of the businessis followed there | accommodate the jobbing business.

Shipping

dustry which soften and elevate, and for the reason | is no fowl that can equal the Lieghorn, and thero ! cases should be cheap, neat, but strong enough to
that they do soften and cJevate recommend them |is not much difference between the Brown and the | stand transportation ; and the contents shonld be

roost heartily. While the ap.ary cau be made |

White Leghorn. They are good foragers, hunt I shown through glass on two sides to as much ad-

peconisrily profitable, it must always be remem- | their own living to a great extent, and are tough ' vantage as possible. Neat glass bozxes, filled with
“ered that money is not the only profit in this {and hardy. I. will be necessary to keep other ! nice white comb-honey, look well; but the most

world, but that whatever makes us better, more |
industrious, frugal and nobler, is profitable, if it |
never returns us s penny. Bee-keeping we be- |
liovo to bo of this character, if it is properly
studied.— Watern Rural.

WHAT KIND OF FOWLS?

Farmers shounld restock their pouitry yards
overy $wo or throe years, for the old breeds, being
bred in-and-in, soon run ont and become unprofit-
able. It is not every farmer, however, that can af-
ford to buy full-blood fowlsofany kind torestock the |
place. In order to work-inio pure-bred chickens,
there are ssveral modes of procedure, all very
good, because very cheap, The first is {o buy
o couple of thoroughbred roosters, and taurn
them with the native hens. If ths Leghorn
varioty °s salected, the progensy will be far better
Iayers than the old ones, partakingin a vary great

breeds to hatch the cggs. as Leghorns will not! popular shape is, undonbledly, s frame, as de-
sit.—San Francisco Chronicle. I scribed above, withont any glass. Purchasers of
| honey look so much at their own interest in close
times like the present, that thoy are loth to pay
for any more tare than necessary.— Bee-Keeper's
Magazine.

SEX OF EGGS.

A correspondent of the London Journal of Hor-
ticulturs says in reference to this quostion :—

* Liast winter an old poultry-keeper told me he
conld distinguish the sex in eggs. I laughed at
him, and was none the less sceptical when ho told

It is not generally known that a few sprigs of
cedar bush, mixed with hay or any kind of Ltter
for hens’ nests, will keep them entirely freo from

me the following secret :—Eggs with the airblad- | ben lice.

der on the oentro of the crown of the egg willpro- | Evsry pouliry raiser should decide what breed
duce cockerels ; those with the bladder on one ! ho prefers, and purnhsse a few thoroughbreds
side will produce pullets. The old man was so { with which to cross his common stock. If the
certain of the truth of this dogms, snd bis poul- | abject is to soll frying chicks, got the Partridge
try-yard so far confirmed it, that I determined to  Cochin, Plymoath Rocks, Light Bramahs, or
mako experiments upon it thisyear. I bavodone | Buff Cocluns. If egge are the object, get the
s0, carcfully registering the cgg bladder veortical | Crown Leghorns or Boudans. No wue who has
or oladder on one side, rejecting overy one in| tried one of theso crosses will do withont them
which it was not decidedly one or the other, asin | aftexwards —Ezchange.




