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N W just keep quiet and watch the fathersNand brethren while they do most of the
very things in selecting a professor for Knox Col-
lege that they blame congregations for doing in
selecting a pastor.

A TORON TO paper says that the Parkdale case
wvas presented to the Synod " purely as a

matter of business and the spiritual aspect of the
qu stion was not touched.» The case bad no dis-
tinctly spiritual aspect ; but ail the same it is a
great pity that the press ever gets a chance to
mnake remarks of that kind.

O NE of the counsel in the great criminal trial,
Mr. E. F. 'olinston, Q.C., did a brilliant

piece of work *,.e other day, and when he sat
down was warmly complimented by counsel on the
other side. A littie of that kind of thing would
not do the clerical profession anv harm. One of the
best known seaknessesof toomnanyministers is th e
habit of disparaging and belittling every thing
done by brother ministers.

THE leaders in that tremendous legal battle at
Tpresent going on in the the Court House i

Toronto are Ontario men. Mr. Osier was brought
up in Dundas, though we believe lie spent his
eariy boyhood i the Township of Tecumseh,
Simcoe county. Mr. Lount was brought up in
Barrie. Neither ever attended college aid y-t they
are conducting the great case with an amountcf~
ability that leaders of any bar in the wvorld could
not surpass.

NAMES are stili being nominated for theNvacant professorship in Knox College.
H-amilton Presbytery proposes that of the
Rev. Dr. McIntosb, of Philadeiphia ; London anid
Stratford that of Rev. Dr. Staîker, as Toronto has
already done; Saugeen naines the Rev. D. M.
Ramsay, B.D ; Orangeville, the Rev. Wm.
riarquharson, B.A.; and Peterborough proposes the
Re . Dr Denney, whose late ab'e work 15 at prescrit
attracting so rnuch attention.

T 1E iron grîp that eccciesiastical affairs have
oün the minds uf typizal Scoti.hren is shown

by the fact that the moEt pipular works uf Barrie,
L-ruc.kett and-* Ian Maclarcu"' are mainil, on ce-
clesiastical mattc's. The 'Little Miriister," the
-Sta-ckit Mïaistei " and eBeside the Bunnie Brier

Bubh,- wüuld bc nothing if the kirk and the
.mzenîster- and the eIders iwcre left out. The

eiderband Dr. Mr-Lure arc amüng thbe principal
characters in the Bonnie Brier Bush." The
.bcutchrrian rnaun hae his kirk. And by the way
mnay flot this dct..tunt in a great ïniasure for the
fact that Scotland excrts an influence in the world
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outa of ali proportion to its size and population.
Early drill in the Shorter Catechism andl constant
contact with a strong pulpit and important ecclesi-
.is:ical affairs sharpen the intellect andi savz- the
mind from that awful modern cal amity -frivoloffl
ness.

T 1HE Iiiterior adorns ie front page wvith a
portrait of its managiniZ editc>. Dr. Gray.

The Patriarch wvas absent at bis retreat in the
forest and the staff took advantage of him and
tublisbed his picture. Tens of thousanda of Pres-
byterians will be glad to sec a likeness of the man
svho has furnisbed them with such a good paper
for so many years. Dr. Gray looks a trifie older
than when we labt saw him ; but his countenance
bas not lost any of its calm strength, and i can
write as briglit and suggestive a paragraph as be
could at any period of his life. Long may he live to
give tone and strength to bis excellent journal.

S OME worthy brethren have been growing clo-
quent over the desirability of getting a man

sith a "'nane " to succeed the late Professor
Thompson. ' Ian Maclaren " is about the best
known naine in Presbytcrian circles in Great Bni-
tain just nov ; but there is no reason to suppose
tfiat 'IIan " ould succeed as a professor of Apolo.
getics. The author of the 1,Stickit Minister" is
well-knosvn in Scotland, but nobody there thinks
of Mr. Crockett as a theological professor. It ïs
the inau nfot the "«naine" that must teach; and the
main questions about anîy gooti man are. Has he a
special knowledge of his subject and special apti-
tude for teaching it to students ?

IN our editorial remarks of last week on 1 Home
1Mission and Augmentation," mention was

made of ' Halifax, Toronto, Montreal and other
places " as having given a generous response to the
appeal made to make up the deficitin the Home Mis-
sion Fund. We have learned since, w'hat we were then
ignorantof,the mostgenerouscontr bution ofOttawa
to this appeal. It amounted to over S3,ooo and was
tbe most generous of ail. Of this sumn one lady
gave Srooo. another $500 andi a third $300, while
the Womans Home Mission Society' of St. Andrew's
Chuich gave .8275, Miss Harmon's Ladies'
School and Coligny College sent each Sio, and a
servant girl gave $io unsolicited. Nor were the
men behind.

TH1E brief course of lectures delivered in Mani-Ttoba College by Professor Orr, D.D., of
Edinburgh wvas brouglit to a close on Tuesday tbe
-th. The lectures have been attended, not only by
the theological students of the college, and many of
the ministers of the city, but by a considerable nuin-
ber of the citizens of both sexes, While not popular
in the orctinary sense of the term, they have been
highly appreciated, evincing, as tbey diti, ide ane.
accurate knowledge of the systems of philosophy
anti theology criticised, anti their defects. Besides
lectuning in the college, Dr. Orr preacheti in five
or six of the churches of the city, discussing in bis
sermons and addresses some ver important as-
pects of divine truth with great ability. Alto-
gether, both by his public utterances and bis more
private intercourse Dr. Orr bas left a most favor-
able impression on the minds of the students anti
of tbe people of Winnipeg.

IT is bighly improbable that a constitutional
1statesman andi cautious Scotchinan like Lord

Aberdeen would undertake the thankless duty of
mediator in the Manitoba school case without in-
structions from the Imperial Government. Mani,
patriotit. Canadians will wish his Excellency suc-
cess in his attempt to solve a difficulty that Cana-
dian st atesmen seem powerless to solve. OC course
there w;ll be a cry about Downing Street rule. Wvc
cannut afford to pay much attention to any such
cry. Is it reasonable to expect Great Britian to
defenti us with lier army andi navy-to expect
British capitalists to lenti us millions of money- -to
expect the British Government to endorse our ob-
ligations andi do us rnany other favors, and then
stand idly by while we endanger the credit, if not
the very existence of Uhe Dominion, by racial quar-
rels and àectaian strife ? Newfoundlarid is very
glad to get help from -the Mother Country at the
prescrit time , andi Canada might soon be in the
saine position.
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T IIE Getnetal Assemnbly miglit casily do aii e,%useful thing than lay dlown somne orking
principle about the establishing of nesv congrega.
tiuns rîcar or within thec cunstituenr-y of old qunes%.
It is easy to say eachi case can bc decided by Pres.
byteries on its menits. Deciding one case on ils
mernts occupied much time in the Presbytery of
Toronto, became the main feature of a meeting or
Synod, anti the case is nov on its way ta the Gcn.
eral Assembly. Somne gooti Prcsbyterian people
say tbat the Toronto Presbytery establishecl a con.
gregation-not in Parkdale-soine years ago. gave
it leave to borrov a large sumn of money ind then
starteti another congregation quite within ils
natunal constituency. It migbt bec vell for the
General Asscmbly to say wbat it undcrstaîîds
Church extension to mean in these modern dayu
Dr. Chalmers understood it to mean '«excavating "
among the lapseti masses. In modern days il
sometimes seemns to mean excavating under neigh.
bouring congregations.

ECHQES FROM T.fJE SYNOD.

T H1E Synoti of Toronto anti Kingstonx is ex.
ceptionally wvell serveti in tbe men wvho take

ch ange of its busiresb. Dr. Gray, the veteran r-lerk
is a model official. His knowledge of Church lau
is equal taoýeveny emergency , and bis urbanity and'
patience are neverfailing. Dr. Torrance, the cuin
vener of the Committee on Bis and Overtures, dia-
charges bis important duties in a most eflicent
manner ; arnd it is seldom tbat the ortier of business,
as presented by bis committee, is changeti by the
Court. Both gentlemen, in a manketi degree,
commandth te entire confidence of the Church
wvhich they bave faithfully served for so man)
years.

Wbile the attendance at Synod wsas considered
gooti, a number of svell knosvn ministers were con-
spicuous by ýheir absence The familiar figures rif
Dr. Grant, the versatile Principal of Queen's, Dr.,
Torrance, of Peterborough , Dr. Smith, of Port Hopc,
Dr. Reid, of Toronto ; anti Dr. Grant, of Orilla,
were missed fnom this meeting. The two last
named bave been il), and altbough now convales
cent doubtless thought it wiser, in viev of the in-
clement weather of the past sveek, ta remain at
home.

The Rev. J. B. Mullan, for thirty-eigbt years
the beloveti pastor of St. Andrev's Church,
Fergus, wvas unaniînously elected Moderator. The
choice was an eminently happy one, as the duties
of the chair were discliargeti in a most satisfactory
manner. Often, wvhen the business seemeti for a
moment to get into a tangle, a witty suggestion, or
a flash of humor, from the Moderator lightened up
the proceedings and wonderfully aideti in clearingi
the way for the speedy dispatch of business.

Many ministers anti eiders reacheti Orangeville
a week ago Tuesday morning in a snow storm. The
temperat une was decidedly cool ; but tbe commis-
sionens to the Synoti met with a warmn welcome-
not only from Presbyterians, but from bretbnen of
other denominations. Arrangements for billeting
wene simply perfect. There wvas nao room for coin-
plaint. To the Rev. Donald Mackenzie, oun mir.ister
at Orangeville, we wvere indebted for this unique
state of affairs. He looked after eveny detail lm-
self; and a more considerate anti counteous ho st
,.ould not be desireti.

THE S YNOD C'ONFERENCE.

T 1E complaint is frequent Lhat meetings of.
TChurch Courts are hurtful to cburcb life. -

The complaint is not entirely groutidless. It is
truc churcb business must bc transacted and that
the members cannot always be engaget iniii baoe
singing andi the exercise of prayer, yet il. is aIle
true that the vush of business, conducted not aliways
in the âweetest temper, is depressirîg, anti mec
often returu to their homes and sacreti dutie,
almost regretting that tbey hati gone away. This
can scari.cly bc saiti of the meeting of the Synod
of Toronto anti Kingston of last week. Ni>twith-
standing the fact that a churcli quarrel hiat tu bc
adjustedtheUi toue was good, which is Iargely due-tO
the conference helti on the previous days. In aai]
respects it is saidtat have been the most heipful


