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5§ Godl's word diligently to their children.
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ddifficulty which has never yet been satisfactorily
; met and which is becoming more and more perplex
ing.

It is the parents’ duty personally to give religious
instruction to their children. The word of God in-
-§sists on this. It is parents and not any other class of
teachers who are commanded (Deut. vi. 7), to teach
It is parents
J{and not others who are enjoined (Eph. vi. 4) to bring
. jup their children in the discipline and admonition of
ithe Lord, If parents do their duty fathfully where
3is*the necessity or the place for the Sabbath schoul.
At the same time the faithful performance of the

* iduty systematically, as in the Sabbath school, wili

prove an inestimable blessing to parents and chaldren.
- yWhat treasures of knowledge and expenience parents
.would nequire if for years they had pursued in ther

. homes the vocation of the Sabbath schoul teacher?,

What development of mutual love and the love of
home would thereby result in the case of the children.
1t is true that there are circumstances which would
. Justify the delegating of the work to others, but these
_ circumstances are not common.
. It cannot be urged that parents arc generally in-
-.gompetent. A large proportion are far fitter to teach
“their own children than the majority of the teachers
that we have hitherto supplied or indeed are likely to
supply.

It cannot be urged that parents generally have
no time. The Sabbath afternoon, the time al-
most universally assigned to the Sabbath schooi, is a

. portion of the week which parents with scarce an ex-

- _ception can devote to the work.

. some.

- We dare not sct forward the Sabbath school as the
_children’s church, as has been imprudently done by
The tendency to that idea is an admitted ¢+l

*\xn our present system and onc that requires sharp
o vigilance to keep down.

_ There is something in the plea that the Sabbath
- .school has means of instruction which the home can
.;seldom affgrd.  But is it not a fact that this advantage

'-; . on the side of the Sabbath school is the result of the
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. yconcentrated and exclusive attention hitherto paid to

“the latter to the neglect of the home.
But it is said, {and this s the main argument urged,,
that some parents will not teach their chudren at

Al

home, and they will not send them to the Sabbath
- school unless they are kept in corntenance by the ex-
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. 1 OpEn to grave objection

, ample of others.

‘There is a difficulty here, and the Sabbath school as
now carried on meetsit. But such a resolution of itis
Certain persons will not dis-
‘; charge their duty. The church interferes to do it for
>them; but they will not even submit to this unless it

_-‘us made to appear that others are as neglectful as

4 .themselves, and the Church yields.

Surely this 15 not
;thc right way to mect the difficulty however it 1sto
“§ be met.

»} There arc thus no over-mastering reasons why the

“school eaterprise.

_{Church should carry on the present colossal Sabbath
But on the other hand there are
“Yevils resulting from this system which demand im-

jmcdmte couns.deration and remedy.

1. Children well brought up at home are exposed to
cvxl influences form improper associations, and are

l Jsometinees led into habits of Sabbath desccration

\\ hen going to the Sabbath school or coming from it.

\.\; 2. The Sabbath school in appropriating the Sabbath

aftcmoon takes away the more suitable opportunity
whxch the majority of the working people have of per-
son.dly instrycting their children, and the best oppor-
aumty which parents and children have of becoming

& mutually acquainted.

3 3. Ittends to weaken the parental senss of obliga-
*:ilon to teach the children personally.

»‘S.gt 4. It tends to weaken the sense of obligation in
h

ildren to attend the regular worship of the congre-
g gatlon This tcndcncy has already been so largely
~3devcloped as to require a strong counter cffort,
5. Thé Sabbath School by thus taking away the
opportunity of Sabbath teaching at home removes one
of the most powerful incentives to sel-improvement

J on the part of the parents.

6. It throws upon the Church a great amount of
work which dees not belong to it, and which so far it
has been utterly unable to perform.

Now, my proposal is this:—Rclegate back to the
God appointed teachers their legitimate work, Why
should the Church stagger under a self-imposed bur-
den, while the responsible bearers are st:u'dxng idly
by.

But to make the proposition practically effective it
will not do to disband the Sabbath school and say to
parents, Teach your children at home. We have
lutherto turned the whole orgamang force and ingenu-
ity of the Church towands the devclopment of the
Sabbath school systein,  For the home, in this way we
have done nothing To make the home Sabbath
s hool effective, it must share fully not only the coun-
tenance, but also 2he practical sufiport, and the sys-
tematic help of the Church.

To this end | would propose the following plan . —

1. Organize in every congregation a “ Home Sabbath
School Asseuiation,” comprising all parents and guar-
Jdians, who shall engage to teach the cluldren at home
on Sabbath afternvons with the same regulanty and
systenm as Kildren ave taught in the Sabbath Sihool.

2. Let such children as parents will thus undertake
to teach be dratted 1into the Home Sabbath School,
and let the names of parents and children be enrolled
in the pastor’s book as regu.ar Sahbath School teach-
crs and scholars.

3. Let the present International system of lessons,
or any other common system, be employed, and let
pavenls be afforded all such kelp as is now freely
grven Lo teackers.

4 Let a umited meeting of the Schools be held quar
terly in the church, when the work done shall be re-
vicwed by superintendent or pastor.

5. Let such children as cannot be taught in this
way be supphed by the Church with instruction either
in the present or some other method, and take their
place with the rest at the quarterly meetings.

Such 1s the scheme that in all humility, and not
without much diffidence, 1 beg to suggest. It imphes
n vast and radical change vpon present working
methods. It w:ll therefore meet with much opposition
«-the incrua of parental indifference, and the momen-
tum of current ideas.  But if the system proposed 1s
nght, if 1t 1s scriptural, we ought to grapple with the
tufficulty, and grapphng with 1t, shall surely succeed.

The congregational Sabbath school 1s a glorious 1a-
sutution. Let no one think that I despise or under-
value 1it.  But 1t has its own sphere.  That sphere has
reference entirely to the clildren of parents who erther
will not or cannot teach their own children.  Wrought
within that sphere it forms onc of the most important
aids of the Church, and should claim our most carnest
endeavors to make 1t eficient.  Travelling beyond
that sphere 1t becomes cumbersome, unmanageable,
a hindrance and an evil. It has done much ewvil al-
ready in weakening the sensc of parental responsibility
and the efficient working of the Home School.  Letus
go back to orginal institutions, dutics and responsi-
biliues.  Let us begin to carry out the division of labor
which God Himsclf mstituted. Let us try “to turn
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts
of the children to the fathers.”  So shall this teaching
difficulty vamish, and other and graver difficulues,
shaping or shaped already, shall be taken out of the
way, and home and congregauon shall share the bless-
ing. C.

SABBATH READING.~A WARNING.

In these days of keen competition for pubhc favor,
even the “relig.ous press™ needs tobe jealously watched
if grow.ng evils connected with the above are to be
guarded against. Especially I refer to publications
circulated through our Sabbath schools. One would
hardly think it necessary to warn our clders or Sab-
bath school teachers, not to mention ministers, aganst
the “ Northern Mossenger,” issuing from the Wy
ness ” office, Montreal—a very excellent little secwrlar
sheet, “ devoted,” as it tells us, “ to temperance, science,
education, and agriculture;” but for the claims its
publishers inake—on what ground I cannot imagine—
to have it introduced into our Sabbath schools, and
the fact that some of our simplc-minded Sabbath
school officials are disposed to accept it cp the
recommendation of its publishers, and on finding in i
some religious reading.  Not long ago ! had to ncga-
tive such a proposal in our own school, and not long
after a large parcel of “Messengers ” came through the
post-office “to be distributed in the Sabbath school.®
Instead of doing this I wrote to Mr. Dougall as an old
fricnd of the “ Witness ” publications, remonstrating,
and asking him if this course had bis personal approv-
al, and warning him of the bad cffect upon Sabbath
observance it must have. These enguiries were thrice
repeated in as many weeks, but no rcsponse was clic~
ited beyond the unceremonious stoppagc of my « Wit-

ness," paid for to the end of the year, without any ex-
planstion whatever, though promptly written for.
However, the publication of this in your columus may
have the desired effect of chocking an ansidious evil
From a member of the Assembly's Comnuttee on
SABBATH OQBSERVANCE,

THE HOLY éPIl‘IT N FEL 4TION 10
CHRISTIAN WORK.

DELIVERED DRFURE THB CLONFRARRNCE AT SIIANGIAI BY TR REYV.
GRIYPITIL JOSIN,

The subject before us is not onc of mere speculatne
interest It is, on the contrary, onc in wlich we are
decply corcerned ; for the relation of the Holy Spirit
to onr work is essential and vital.

The Gospel alone is the power of God unto silva-
tion; and salvation from the guilt and dominion of sin
—from mortal and spiritual misery - 1s the great need
of the world.  Believing this, we devote oursclves to
the supreme work of making known the truth as it is
in Jesus as fully as we can, and of commending it to
heart and conscience in every possible way.

This is a great spiritual work,; and to sccure suc-
cess in it, we need the abiding presence of the Spirit,
and, *hrough tho Spint, such a full baptism of power
as will perfectly fill cach one of us for the special werk
which God has given hun to do. We are asscmbled
now to vray for power, for spirttual power, and for the
maximum of this power. We do not disparage other
kinds of power. Natural gfts and graces are valuable
talents. Superior intellectual power, for cxample, is a
precious gift. It bfts its possessor to a position of im-
perial eminence above ordinary men, and assures im
a commanding influence over their minds. There is,
also, a sort of magnetic power with which some men
are richly endowed by nature. 1t gives them the pre-
cminence in every circle in which they happen to
move, and clathes their words with a peculiar charm.
‘These arc valuable gifts, and great spiritual ferces,
Likewise, when subsidized and sanctified by the Spirit
of God. But there arc comparatively few men who
possess them in an eminent and commanding degree.
‘There is, however, a power accessible to every minister,
and to every convert, with which every one niay be
completely filled, and through which the weakest may
be girded ~ith everlasting strength.  This 1s spirtual
power, for the endowment of which we are entirely de-
pendent on the spirit of God. “ But ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.”

Let us now try and rcalize our dependznce on the
Holy Spint for every spiritual power essennial to the
accomphshment of our work.

In the first place, consider cur dependence ugpion the
Holy Ghost as

THE SOURCE OF ALL SPIRITUAL ILLUMINATION.

In ancient times, *“ Holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Hely Ghost.” The Bible is our
only authortauve record or standard of reveated truth,
The “ things of God,” as fact and doctninces, are fully re-
vcaled in this blessed Book. That anything essentally
new in Chnistianity, in this sense, is essentially false,
15 a maxim of orthodoxy.  Still the Bibic is not enough
for us. The vital question is, How are we to 4now
“the things that are freely givan us of God?” How
arc we to reach the sunhit summuts of full assurance in
regard to them? As teachers of a religion which
claims to be alone Divine in 1ts origin, and absolutely
truc, the power of clear vision and deep conviction in
regard to 1ts eternal verities 1s indispensably necessary
to us. Without this power the minister must be weak
and sichly. His words will not have in them the clear
and cmphatic ning of the earncst man of Gad, his
work will be performed 1n a hstiess perfunctory man-
ner ; the heathen will listen to his message unmoved
and unconvinced ; and the churches under his charge
wall be devoid of hight and power. The munister, of
all men, needs to be able to say—/ 4now. Doubt to
him means nothing less than paralysis. He has con-
stantly to deal with the very foundation truths of the
religion which he s attempung to introduce ; and if
his eyc is not clear, if his convictions are not absolute,
and if his heart is not full in regard to these, his work
will be to him a frutless, joyless, burdensome task.
But it is not casy in these days to abide in the region
of absolute certainty and cloudless vision in respect to
the veritics of religion.  The age n which we hye is
intensely atheistic and materialistic 1n its tendencies.
The spant of scepticism 1s abro~d, and the ctadel of
our faith is persistently and furiously assailed. Mira-
cles are declared to be incredible, and belief in the



