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VARIOUS SOUILOQUIrS ON T/FR ESUITS' ES-

TA TES BILL.

11V KNOXOt4IAN.

The jesuits'Estates lifl puzzles everybody exceot the peo-
ple who passed it and the Order that gels the money. Mr.
Mercier saiw bis way clcarly enougli for even the Protestant
mnembers of the Legisiature did flot vote against the Bill.
The people that gel the money will sec quite clearly that it is
their duty to takethie cash. Thcy would take more if tbey
got it. Evcrybody else is puzzled. It is rumoureci that some
of the Qucbec 1roestints are puzzled to know wheîher they
should take the $6o,ooo t bat is offereci to level up. Politicians
-ire puzzled because they don't care to ciuarrel wth the Catho-
lic vote. Sensible, solid ctizens are puzzled. They don't like
the Jesuit Bill, but they know that religious sîrife is the mast
dangerous of ail kinds of sutie, and. wilh Ireland before
their eyes they hesitate bcfore enîering upon a religious war.
They know the lune nust be drawvn somewbere, but would
much rather not have to draw it if the other party would be-
have themselves in a haîf reasonable sort of way. Sensible,
patriotic men also know that the constitution of this young
country wvould flot stand a heavy strain, and if the Confeder-
ation compact were broken we wvould have annexation or
chaos. A great many Canadians don't want ecîther. The
ultra Protestants are perhaps the niost puzzled section of the
community. Everybody asks tbem ta go to the front and
justiiy their dlaimn to supertor lrotesîantîsrn but they dan't
go.

WTC may imagine variaus representative men indulging ini a
soliloquy on the situation.

TUF SOLII.0QtJ OF THE TOItV POLIT1CIAN.
1I don't like the jesuit Bihl. These people had no legal

or moral dlaim to $40,aaa. They are a bad lot, and it is a
scandai ta endow them wvîîb public money in Quebec wben
they have been chased out of nearly every Catholic country
in Europe. If they were mere religionists 1 wauld flot care
so much, but they are politicians as well, and aim at the de-
struction of civil zoverriment. Sir John should certaînly have
disallowed the Bui. Si" years ago be and several of our
iriends took the ground that "lail Provincial Bills should be
disalhowed if they affected general interesîs." Another -mem-
ber of the Government declared that a Bill might be danger-
ous though flot unconstitutional, and that the Dominion Gav-
ernment had power to disallow buils against the Ilpeace, bar-
many and general interests of the country." That samne
member made a capital point when he said that an unconsti-
tutional bill is flot dangerous because the courts dan set it
aside. The dangeraus buils are coristitutional ones, that are
against the peace, harmany and general interests of the
country. Nov aur friends are forccd tb swalhow ail they said
about disallovance six years aga, and contend that a Provin-
cial Bill sboiid be disallowed wben unconsîltutional, and then
only. It is a badl business. If the Minister of justice and
Mr. Bowell would anly keep their moutbs shut, as Sir John
does, it would flot be so bad, but they go on talking about
ultra vites and ah tbuiît sort of tbing, when everybody knaws
they beld six years ago, that tbey were bound ta disallow
dangerous bîis hether ultra vires or not. Yes, it is a bad
business. The Bill ought to have been disallowed. But
%vhat could Sir John do ? If he disallowed the Bill Mercier
would pass it again, dissolve the Legislature, appeal to the
people jand sweep Quebec like a whirlwind. Ht would
knock the pins lrom under Sir John's French colleagues, and
they would be forced cubher to go over ta himn or resiRn. In
any case Sir John %vould have to go out of office, and of course
that is flot to be thought of. Office must be kept at any cost.
Jesuit Bill or no jesuit BllI, we must bold on ta the salid pud-
ding. Ves, it is a bad business, and there may bc some
trouble in Ontario too. Pestilential papers like tht Globe
keep shouting nt tht Orangemen to go ta the front, and they
may be goaded into passing resolutions in their hodges against
t6ie Jesuits. 0f course these resolutians are perfecîly harm-
less in Ontario, where tbey are understood, but the Jesuit
papers quote them in Quebec and make capital against aur
friends down there. Ves, it is a bad business. We nlay corne
out aIl right yet. Tht Jesuits have their $400,000, and that
wilI keep tbem quiet until they want another haul, and as for
the Orangemen, some means can be used ta quiet thein down
befare the next election. Thanks té a kind Providence, we
have turned as bad corners as tbis in the past, and we may bc
enabled successfully ta lurfi this anc. There is aiways one
comfort leir-our party is loyal ta their principles and ta
their chief. We are a unit in saymng, Jesuit Bill or no Tesuit
B3ill, we inst keep in office."

THE SOLIL0QUY 0F A GRIT.

"This Jesuit Biil is one of thc worst things Canada bas
seen for many a day. It is as bad as the Gerrymander Act or
the Franchise Bill. And Mercier made it worse by offering
$6o,ooo ta thc Protestants ta level up. Eitber the Jesuits were
entitled ta that nioney or they were flot. If they were en-
tithed ta at, then $(xooo should flot have been affered ta the
Protestants for assenting ta what was in itsehf rigbî. If they
werc flot entitled ta it, the $6o,oo>o were simply a bribe ta the
Protcstants-hushmroney ta keep tbem quiet, and perhaps il
docs keep some ai themn quiet enough. Yes, the jesuit Bill is
a bad one. But then, what can a iellow do? Mercier is out
of al sighî the most successful leader in Canadian politics
at the present moment. He is a brilliant man wilh astonish-
ing dash and nerve. He bas accamplisbed almost miracles

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

since e baho office, and, even bis eneniies being judge.s, he
gives thxe people fairly good governînent. He bas a surplus,
whicli is soînetbing nen' in Quebec. His onhy fauît is that be
stands in taa înuch with Ibhese jesuits. Wonder if MZr. 'Moîvat
coutil prevail on him to keep away from these people. 0f
course it wiIl neyer do for our partv ta qitarre) with Mercier.
Jesuit Bill or no Jesuit Bill, e must avoid a split in the Lib-
eral Party.,,

TIIE S01.1LOQUY 0F A StIASIIER.
"Let us -smash Canfederation ino tis original frag-

ments.",

TIIE SOLII0QUY OF %N UEMPTY-IEADEI), LONG-T0NGURI)
DEMAc.OGUE.

1I neyer bave any chance ta exhibit myself in a quiet
lime. I love excitement, because then I cati corne ta, the
front and ci shout and niake mysei heard. People pay fia
attention ta me in a quiet time. When a wave of excitement
rises, then I mount the wave, and yell, and makze the people
loak at me. I hope ibis Jesuit ex«îtement may go on, and
sec if I.am flot s-)mehridy as long as it lasts."

TIIE S01.ILOQIJY 0F A SENSIBILE CITIZEN.

"This Jesuit Bill is bad, and the situation is made ail the
worse becauise the usual crawvd ai demagogues are trying ta
make money o- capital out v< i . Anothber unpieasanî feature
is that the agim~tion sceins ta bc mainly in Ontario, while the
Quebec Protestants-the parties chiefly afrected-do flot seeni
ta be îaking mucb interest in the matter. Be this as it may,
this kind ai legislation must be sîopped. Jesuits cannaI be
allowed ta govern Canada. They must be sîopped, if pas-
sible, hy constilutional mecans, but stopped they must be,
thaugb the ast appeal known amang nations should b(- re-
sorled ta. We don't want agitation ; %e don't want a crowd
af blatherskites perambulating the country, exciting the worst
passions of the people. we don't want sîrife ; we don'î %vant
ta injure one hair an the head even of a Jesuit, but we do
want and shah bhave at any cost equalitr before the han' in the
malter ai religion. If Mr. Mercier wvere given la rînderstanci
that once for aih, be is jusl the kind ai gentleman that woîild
saon accommodate himsel ta thie situation."

A FEW THOUGhrTS UPON PREDESTVATIOT.

MR. EDTOR,-As the îeaching ai the Word ai Gad upon
this particular article ai tht faith is airen maligned by many
who stil daita tobe Christians, by such expressions as 1 cast-
iran Calvinism," etc., a lew refiections, therefore, upori the
question may flot be ont ai place in the columns ai TuE
CANADA PRESIIYTERIAN. The consideratian ai the doctrine
ai Predestination, wben entered int, ougbî primarîly to ýbe
wiîb the chearly defined conviction ai aur Creator's omniscient
forekno.vledge, kept constantly before the mind as bcbng co-
existent with His attributes af omnipotence and amnipres-
ence. And when prosecuted with the samne amounit ai studinus
perseverance wbhich we would employ in the study ai any
branch of natural or scientiflc lare ; or wish a like energy in
investigation, allen dcvoîed ta the every-day concerros ai thîs
ile, which may bc within the scope ai analysis - or the~ varions

thearies ai political ecanomny in aur own and, or perchaiîce,
as ta the relative merits or demerts ai the variaus laws,
statntes, or treaties af the severai civilized nations ai the earth.
If an investigation, with a view ta the camprebension ai the
doctrine aifareordination, bc conducted witb the saine lena-
city of purpose ta bave retnived ail obscurity or difficulty oi
grasping, at first sight, tht meaning intended ta be conveyed
ta tht human mmnd, as set forth in tht inspired Word ai God,
concerning this doctrine, with tht scbeme ai redemption
throngh the merits and aîoning sacrifice alan anointed Saviaur
ireely offered unto ail tht sinful sans ai Adam, candiîionally
upon their belîeving upon and accepîing ai Ibis, God's only
means of reconciliation with aur fallen race;, then tht trend
ai thet eaching must become camparativehy clear tainîost
minds, when exercised in tht spirit thus indicaîed, that is ta
say by a carefut and earnest study ai the sacred record given
unto us.

When tht human mind assents ta, the Omnipotent's fore-
knawledge ai ail events, past, prescrit and future ; or raîher
merges tht finite's conception ai tht same, :in tht In-
fnite's capacity ai an ever prescrnt spirilual cognizance of ail
things, and thereby takes nat that anc day, accordîng
ta, man's understanding thereof, and eterniîy, which
passeth bis present limiîed comprehiension, are synonymons
terms ta the Eternal. [t must thereupon appear more easy
and rationai ta accept tht teaching ai Paul 1'that whom be
did foreknow, he also did predestinate ta be con formed ta tht
image af His Son." And, consequentiy, iram His loreknow-
Iedge oa al who would resist and reject Ris caîl by His Hn1l'
Spirit ta accept ai tht provision made for tht expiation ai ail
tht sins ai omission and commission, that these were altady
sealed unta tht day ai wrath ; and on tht other band, that aIl
who wonld embrace tht only and freeiy offered substitution for
man's transgressions, were foreordained ta ife everlasting.

But again, although justified by faith upon a crucified
Redeemer freely offered untoaail, still, man can dlaim nothing
meritariaus in tht exercise thereof ; for tbongh baving tht
freedam ai choice, ib is nevertheiess sQvreign grace, seeing
that Christ is tht author of faiîh, in and toaiah, by tht power af
the Holy Gbost maving us thereto. And mani having been
allowed tht freedam ofiwiil ta accept or reject, cannot date ta
impugn tht justice ai his Maker's sentence ai condemnation
upon ail who condernn and reject sa great salvation, for Ht
willeth flot tht deaîh ai tht sinner ; but rather that lie migbî
turn no him and lîve, for lIo 1Ht sandetb at tht door at our
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benarts, knockngagain and again and again for admnittance tua
atîr affections, anti ns proclainied ini tht stîmming up af thte
sacred canon, inviting Ilwhasoever will ta take of the water
af lire ireely."1

At the sainie tinte, there is someîhing erroneous in tht
assumptian that, becatîse aur beavenly Faîher bath allowcd us
thetireedom i faur wis ta choose or reject Ris oflered grace,
therefore, He inay not coiistrain any oi Ris creatures, by His
Holy Spirit, in sucîx a nianiier, as la cause them ta fIee into
the ark af sniety. A striking illustration ai His over-ruhing in-
terpasitian must be apparent ta ail, in the means employed for
the conversion o ati l ai Tarsus, from being a meatous perse.
cutor ai tht Chrisuians, sa as ta be iterally forced ta surrender
and eventually ta exclaii Il"Lord, what wiht thon have me ta
10i?',

And mnany in our own time, ifiîhey have flot known by lier-
sonal acqîlaintance, nîay have read ai God's dealings with
saine sLtptics %vlo have trusted ta their rnoraliîy or se!f.
rîghtenausness, andi ta tieir worldly possessions, for a peaceful
and happy e'\it fram îlîis mnrdane spherc ; but whose pros-
pects have bcen sa campleîely broken down and de-
stroYed bY varions and IIt repeated sot trials in bereave.
ments in their iaînihy cirche, and likewise in loss ai praperîy
as ta be coînpelleta10fiee la God for refuge in thetlime af
their dlire enhianities, andi have recognizeti Hini ta be a strong
towtr and rock ai defence in thetlime ai trouble, the Lard
thus asserting and proving His omnipotence ta rescue tht
rebellions.

Again, saine have been staggered by narratives in the
sarred Srriptures of G od's election ai certain ai tht chihdren
ai men ovet their feliows; overlooking His abitity ta scan te
inward thoughts and imaginations af tht hearts that were
yeî ta hold sway over those wbo then were nnborn. As an
illustration, the case ai Jacob and Esan bas sametimei been
cited by cantroversialists, as tending ta show forth saine in-
consistcncy on the part af believers in Predestination who, at
the same tunie, claini that the Creator is a strictly jnst Gad,
consiclering that lie had declared before their birîh that the
eider shonld serve tht yaunger, although, as yet, îhcy had
neither dont goad nar evil. facob was '4osto and Esan re-
jected previaus ta their birtb passibly, a d moreaver, prob.
abIy, iront Gad's knawledge that the former would strive la
serve the God ai Abrahanm and Isaac, and from tht Iaîter's
perverse natural inclinations bting as conspicuans ta tht per-
ception ai tht Eternal. Ht therefore did flot receive tht in-
beritance ai bis earthly parent, for tht blessing of being a
chosexi representatîve af tht people ai bis heavenly Father,
thus exernplifying God's foreknowledge and foreordination, as
being co-existent irom ail eterniîy, tht latter being concurrent
tvith the formîer. Vet, still tht Spirit ai God striveîh with
mnan in arder ta briixg hini ta repentance, and ta the Saviaur
for redemption froin the penalty consequent upon tht violation
ai Ris hohy iaws. But nîany strive against tht inward work-
ing ai the HoIy Spirit, and thereby bring down upon theni-
selves G od's tvrath andi subsequr if -onsignmenî ta future
endless woe.

But Iet none be over-afixiaus, althuugh, they may flot be
finly persuadtd ns tht certainty ai their ccampreiending tht
truc andi taure scopie ai tht doctrine ai election, for the olfer
ai salvatian is unlo ail who will believe, acccpt and obey.
And any tîneasiness which ii ay arise in tht mind with respect
ta the lear that they may fot be ai the number af tht elect, may
be taken as a tuken ai the stîrrîng up ai tht Holy Spirit
within us ta cause ns ta strivc ta make aur calling and ehection
sure, by yielding up andi tnteavouring ta consecrate aur hearts
and lives tinta God. For thus il is proclaimed , IlHo, every
ane that thirsîeth conte ta the waters. Incline your car and
colie unto me ; bear andi your sont shait ive ; andi 1 wili
niake an everhasting covenant wîtb you, even tht sure mercies
ai Daivid." IlSeek ye the Lard whiteelhe may be iound, cali ye
upon Hlm whitHe is near. Let tht wicked forsake bis way
and tht nnrighteous man bis thaughîs, andi let him relnrn
no the Lard, and ta aur God, for Ht wîiI abundantly pardon.
For My thaughxîs are flot yaur thoughts, neiîher are your ways
My ways, salîli tht Lord. For as tht beavens are bigher than
tht cartb, sa are My ways higber than yonr ways, and My
thouglits than ? ur thoughts." "lOr as in job, IlCanst thon
by searching rinti ont God ; canst thon flnd out the Almigbîy
ta perfection ?"If I is satisfactory ta realize that sncb pro-
chaniatians as tht follawing are addressed ta ai mankiad
IlLool, tinta ntc, and be ve saved ail tht ends ai tht eartb
for 1 ani God and there is flanc tIse." "lCame unto me ail ye
that labour andi are heavy laden, andi I wilh give yon rest."l
And when sarehy tricd, as Paul was, by a tborn in the* flesh, he
saih nta sncb,Il My grace is sufficient for thet." It is saiti
in tht Apocalypse "lTht Spirit andi the~ Bride say, camne, ta
tvbomsoever 'vil» anti drink ai tht waters ai ie frecly," as if
ta emphasize stili inrîber tht fulness andi freeness ai tht salva-
lion previonsly proclaiîîîed by prophets and aposîles ta ail ai
tht human race who may accept ai tht ternis thus set forth :
"lFor Goad s0 loveti thtetvarîd that bie gave bis anly begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth on Ru niight not perish, but
have eternal ile."

In conclusion, alhough we may flot ail be able fully ta,
coniprehientitht latent ai the Scriptural ttacbing ai Predestîna
tion, let ail resu satisfied, *bat their naines are naw engraved ini
the Lamb's Book af Lite, that they are ai the elect, provided
îhey comply wiîhî the Gospel cati ta truc repentance, and iaith
upan the crucifleti Ont ; andi have î'nerclore been rtgeneraied
by tht pawer ai tht Holy Ghosî. Anti wh lever ai niystery
niay appear ta aur finite mîntis, let ns ever pooder Ibis, vit,
that were there nat saine trîxtis unfathamnable ta niartal ken
amongsî tht decharations ai tht "lKing eteroal, iunmortal anti
invisible," thetIlGreat I Arn." They would be but, nitrc


