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TUIE Globe estirnates that the ive ptincipal crops
of Ontarjo-fall whicat, spring wbcat, barley, r'ats
and hay wiII bring twcnty.four millions over the surit
obtained for the crop of last Voar. Durang a part of
last summecr une would alrnost have concluded that
there would be a famine in Ontarioi titis winter. lie
drought, it was allegcd, bail destroycd everything.
It now turns out that the drought wvas confined te
two or lbrce localities, and evcn ini tbcse localities
the yicld is more abundant than wvas expecteel.
Prices are good, and the prospects for a fair fait busi-
ness arc excellent. Them2isdepression in thetolmber
trade, but that alsvays occurs during a Presidential
conlest. Ifourneighbours over the way would anriex
themselves to Canada îiîey wouid not need te turri
their country upside down every four years tu clect
a head for the nation. By the time Thanksgiving
Day cornes round, Ontario people will sec that they
have as much as ever to be grateful for, and it is to
bce hopcd many will be ashamed of the gloomy fore.
bodings in which they indulged last summer. Sorte-
body preached a sermon a short time ago on IlHow
litie men trust God."1 That is;ilways a suitable îl'eme
in tbis country.

PROPI(ESYING is a presumptuous anid very un-
satisfactory kind of business for uninspircd men.
Two or three years ago, buridreds of peopjp predicîcd
with marvellous confidence that no living man wvould
ever again sec Ontario wheat bring a dollar a bushel.
it is over a dollar 110w on ail the ieading markets.
ont of the most successfül arguments used against
the Scott Act was that wheat would always be low in
price, and farmers sbould flot spoil their barley
market. That argument was worth muo-h in the bat-
ley townships. How ail these predictions have been
falsifiedl! Nobody knows anything about the future
and >et sensible meni, or men who ouglit to bave
sense, will sit at the fcet of any glili tongued, self-
constituted prophet and swailow ail he says about
the future with a great citai more confidence than
they put in the word of the Almigbty. You often
bear men predict svith marvellous confidence calarni-tics that tbey allege will befali the Churcb, or con-
gregations, or individuals. Judging from the confi-
dent airs with whicb they propbecy, one, would sup
pose that the Almighty had clothed them with omnis
cience and omnipotence. It is always a safe rule
neyer to have much te do with a mari tho constantly
predictsevil tbungs. Ninety-nine times out of ahun.
dred be will be found trying to fulfil bis predictions.

WE notice that a large number of Presbytcrtes are
arranging for sometbing more than mere routine busi-
ness at their next meetings. Some hold conférences,
some appoint members to prepare papers on impor-
tant practical topics, somne hold public meetings in
the evening, and varicus other plans are adopted to
bring the vital work of the Church before the mem-
bers of Presbytery and as many as possible of the
people. AIl this is bighly encouraging. It proves
that Church niachinery cans le used for other and
higher purposes than wrangling over disputes, pass.
ing resoitutions, adopting reports, and moving a vote
of thanks Ilte the Committce, especially to the Con-
verser." As Principal Caven Weil saîd at the Pan-.
Presbyterian Council, ail Church work is the Lord's
work, but some kinds art much more important than
others. Il cans hardly be said that twtisty or thirty

grave tcacbing and ruling eiders arc doing very Im.
portant work wben sitting listening tri tcdiolis disctis
sions about mere. questions cf procedure, cneried on
perhaps by one or two members wlîo arc morc
anxioui to shine as occlesiastical Iawyers than a%
preachers of the Goepel. Order is necessary. There
niust lie maclîincry, but a Presbytery miay flot
ncromplish miuch good if il gives ils wholc tinite ste
running o! ie bare maciîincry. There must lbc Motive
poiwer, and if the l'resbytery can ins.rcase the motive
power it is doing the highest work.

%1tvitcrrRs %%ho lbclp the Tlî,îd party ini the s un
test for the presidlenti.%l çhair, tlîank thty shuuld bce
exempt front the bard kriotks dtîmt cntcridint puIl-
licians give one anoîber in severe -uniesis. Trhont
theory is tlî.s the goudness of timeir causse should save
thern. Our neighbour, the Chdiçiii u ariiat, docs
flot think ibat even prohibition adil save a mîinastet'
head if bc mingles in political fray .

S iris mInnters, wliu have cspuuscd tu Thiî,r, or Ptoht-
buî..-r paity, stem tu think tiai lthe resluicisve cornsitlet.-
thusis wlîicb appiy to mînlaters engaging tin ordinâsy peliti-
cal dinlesîs la niot appiy to tem. because of tue goodriesa
of the cause îthey advocate. %Vc cannot sec si in ibis iigtit.
In an cecîlun campaign tine will lmie sanie hecatel suife

and antagonism betwceri the metn of the Thirîl ýasiy and
tbose of other paries wbich we sec in ordiriary pralitécal co)n.
tests. A minister wbo If actively wtnsrki, go defcai a Cunr-
scrvativc or Li>ersal candidate, rIn the Inicest of a Third
patty candidate, is certain tb provolce lite aritasçnnismr andi
dissatislacîlari of th-ise meambers of lits con regatin Who lic,
long t0 the parties he oppoase%, and wtso, rpkghlly or oeror.gl,,
deemn lus Thiril party unnecessary. 9%ich a, couise cun lisdty
fait to lesicît bis influence for couds tin liti Weill as pso
and teccer, si it may cteate seriaus irritation and division
amon;: bis p .,ple. Ail the utual evils et party sirrue will
develop in flie Third party as in other parties.
Itwsill be cxactly sn. A ciericalimember o! the Titird
partv inust fight against the Tories anduLberais,
and tht Tories and I.iberalc will bit biais just as hard
as they biit eaciî other. A passer working bard for
te Tîmird parly must svork against botb tht Liberals

and Tories in bis congregation ind înaysplit tbe con-
gregalin just as fast as if bc worked on the Tory or
Liberal side. Fmglitir.gfor theThird pirty willnfotble
ariy saler tban figbtirig for cubher of the othier two.

Tifs Evantrel.rI gives these limely and tveigity
words of exhortation to the Presbyteries in regard to
the autumn meetings :

llappily, therc is litie occasion, as w-e bave intîmate-, (0
study our machineries, wîth a view ta ticir improvement;

hptly, no troublesome qusesionms have comc down from
ttc Assembly to induce division ut sentiment or purpose;
happily, no distiacting or d.tngeruus heresy as makstiý its
appesrance in ariy quzrter. The li>'slqteries have alase-
lutcly tîotiting ta trouble or di-tract tlsem. TaiereisL
p:othmiig z., do but ta çv 10 wopk-noiing but ta take hold
or our great dentominationaî 2gencies, and! with ont lscart ta
.Ievetap. apply. utilire them tin each district. and, su far as
passible, within eàch church, each tamilty, each bclieving

breast. The simue îs wuncîet!uIly opportune, and! cvery
1-resbytery, froms huston tu Sari 1-rancisco, ouiht ta sec andI
ta s.ý!ze i s golden up~pottu,.iy. Let cvery ujneuf uur great dle.
nominational agencies bce passes! in gratefi and! strict teview
at tîlese approacig convocations. neot in any temper of
pride or ariy moud ai form2lisni, but wîth un carnest desa.e
tu krios what the Lord wuuld bave each l'rcstytery, and!
every tnetsler in cach Presbytery, ta do. And Ici therc bc
minVles! with ail suds inquiry, s omucis or unies! prayer, so
nsuch of mutual coniférenice ans! confession, so muct of te
spirt of compte ans! herumc cunsecralio.i, that these couivo-
catiuns s.aall bie thernlcivt3 St.5sui5 ut spiritual revival.
whose gld influence shah bi: flI the coming winter in ail
aur churche.
Every word ini the forzgning except the reference te
Boston and San Francisco will app!y te Canada. Vie
bave littie need tri steady our macbinery ; we bave
no distracîing questions ; no dangerous beresy.
Tliere is nothing fa do btgo Io work. WVe thirlk we
sec in the movements of mary Canadian Presbyter-
tes a destre for unite'l prayer, mutual conference, anid
a spirit of compiete and heroic consecration.

THE S UPPL Y 0,F VA CAtCIES.

TfERrE are indications sufficient te justify tht con-
clusion that the existing condition of the relations cf
pastors; and congregations are flot s0 satisfactory as
ail truc Presbyteriaris desire. It (s a tact withins
gentral experience, that there is a degret cf unrest
wb!clt betokens anythînig but a healtby state of mat-
sers. Honoures!, useful and faiîiîful ministers are
cbafing under tht difficulties that impede their work,
and îvistfîîR4y look for a chanage wbere, under improved
conditions, tiîey may be able te do better work and ta
do it with a dcgree of comfort te which, in prescnt
circumstances, tbey are strangers. Congregations in

$orne intstances are restive urider the contitnuance of
pastoral relations (rom wbicb more or tess lunitrous
portions of their incembership desire te lie (rced.
Satlslaictory and progressive Churistian work under
such a sixain lis exltemely diffictait. The brici tenure
of the average pastorale in the Presbylcrian Church
is in markcd contrast te tbe lcngtlicd centinuance of
ministerial work in one congregation whlch, formerly
existed. The cbanged condition cf affaurs bas occa-
tioned misgivsngs in the iainds of trirnstks anis
people. The uni-est and Iiharmonious relations of pas.
tor and people are gc'netrall ncknowIcdged. Tte fact
tb.îî in as Cliurtbh of lite magnitude cf the I>rcsbyteriais
Clio, th ini Canada, lite long pastorales ani one con.
gregaîtun, wbere ste minaiter s influence for goud has
growri svitb bii years ans! bus place in the affections of
bis people lias bes.ome so strong that death only can
sever the tic, may bic regarded as the exception, flot
the i-ut. ender tht clîanging conditions of modern
lit, il may be dotîbtel iitter a, reîurn te sucb a
patriarchal ittîplicity lis at ait possible. At present,
at ail events, tht obviaus teîîdency is certainly not un
that direction.

On aIl sidea it is cotsccded that the prescrit condi-
lion ofaifriirs is unsatisfaclory and undestraile. On
tlial point at teast tlse in general u1nanimity. It ii
unfortuatcly aImaiot the orily one rclatlng te tht ques.
tiont on wii tbecis anytbing like general agree.
ment. Various and! even radiêal remcdies bave been
suggcsted, but as yct an acceptable and efficient
nîttîlod is not witbin sight. It wvould be idle to.deiy
glital, a plan approximatîng te tht Metodist system of
itinerancy in somne instances finds fivour with pas-
tors and peop.le. Possibly crie reason why this is sa
is that there is about it ia degrce o! certainty that is
naw alimost îvanting tin prcsent relations in the Pres-
byterian Clîurch. A inilister finds himself in an un-
cosig.enial sphere wberc hc (tels, that try as be
may, lie carunot do bis best. lie bas difflculty ini
mitkuig a change, he secs no0 belpi for it but to con-
tinue as lie is. Evert a conscientious and de-
voted m~an wvill ftid his energits fing in splite o! bin.
self ard lie is ini danger of stilI furîber dcgeneracy.
A congregation inay bc îvarmîy attacbed le their
minister. Tbey wisi ta retain bis services. He
is popular anid bas been looked ta witb wist.
(iii, flot te say cevetous, eyes by another congrega.
tien. Ttc inducements they bol4 out are_ strarig
eriîgh ta secure a dissolution of the pastoral rela-
tionship, and hie gots te a widcr and mort influential
sphere. Tht weakcr congregations feel lhcmiselves
aggrievcd, and soine of them do not isesitate ta im-
pute motives. Now bath ministers and peeple con-
sîder that a definite, fixtd terna of service would ai
least trmove the uncertainty that now prevails.

There us another exitîng evil that an itinzrartt sys.
test would largeîy mitgatc if il did not succecd in ils
reinoval. As stuis, il a minister flnds it necessary ta
uemit lits charge, t- may at once, and for the te.
maunder cf bis natural lire, lie relegates! te the ranks
o! tht unemployes!. There as a tbouglîîless way of
disposing o! ait sucb by the stlf.comiplacent and
basty conclusion that they at incompetent or ineffi-
cient. Ne ont who is at aIl acquainted with Ibose in
thial, untortunate position but will repudiate such an
unkind, unjust and urichrstian coniclusion. Ini their
rariks wilI bie faucil mien o! superior abilities and! at-
tairiments, and who are capable o! doing excellent
service in tht vineyard if they were only assignes! a
position where theai services ans! experience m-phi
bie made available. One cf their chic!* defects is that
thcy bave ouîlived their youtbful days. Congrega.
tiens suifer and suifer grievously (tomý long.conlinued
vacancies. This may arise froms vat-(ous causes, but
fromn shaîcver cause arising, the congregation mn al]
ils intecests is visibly injures!. Tht appointment cf a
minister te a congregatien for d stated cim wauld for
tht mort part prescrire tht censinuity of work: ans! tbt
general harmony among the peopl. For tbose rca-
sons a systemn akin te that carricd eut by ttc bietho.
dist Chiurcb finds a measure cf (avour witb many. il
is te bce remenuberes!, howevcr, that tbe itincrancysys.
lem is net essential to Mctbodi 'sm or to.any organized
chutch. In tht circunistances in which tht Mhetho.
dist Church originated il wuas found Mort convenient,
ans! it servcd its purpose weil. Now, bowevcr, it ir
found not t0 work se smoothly in practice. WVitbin
tht iast few years there have been efforts mnade to ex-
tend the ministerial terma and te give congTegaious a
more direct voice in the selection of their pastors
Aftcr ail, a system of ilinerancy rnay net bce the best
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