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in i88o, $467 ; aud in 1881, $825. A vote of thanks
wss given lu the treasurer, Mr. D. McDonald, sud 10
the collectors. The preseut collectors were reap-
poiuîed, with power to add tu their number. The
followiug were appoiuted office-bearers ofîthe Mission-
ary Association : presideut, Mrs. T. Oliver; vice-
presideut, Mrs. T. Mair; treasurer, Mrs. A. Watson,
sen.; secretsry, Miss M. White.

PRESBVTERY 0F MONTREAL. -This Presbytery heid
a special meeting to consider the Assembly's remit on
a General Sustentation Fund. It was moved by Rev.
R. H. Warden, secouded by Rev. R. Campbell, sud
resoived, "That thse Presbytery adopt generally the
scheme lu detail as submitted lu tht remit, sud re-
commend the General Assembly lu give its sanction
10 tht principle, sud again remit the scheme lu its
details 10 the sessions sud congregatlous of the
Church, with instructions 10 the Committe on Sus-
tentation lu take ail suitable steps lu briug the scheme
clearly sud forcibly before the whole Church.-JÂMES
PATTERSON, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY 0F SÀUGEEN.-This Presbytery met
in Knox Church, Mount Forest, en the î5th uit. Mr.
McLeod wss appointed t0 moderate lu a call at
Osprey as soon as the people are prepared. Mr.
Campbell resd a very full report cf the Home Mission
field, which was received and carefuliy considered.
Mr. Brown was appoinîed 10 prepare a report un
SaJýbath School Work. Mr. Straiîh read the minutes
of the Sabbaîh Sçhool Convention under the auspices
of the Presbytery, which were received sud approved
of. Tht Rev. Dr. Black, of Kildonsu, was uominaîed
as Moderator of tht next Geutral Assembly. The
following were appoiuted commissioners t0 the Gen-
eral Assembiy : Miisers-Messrs. Baikie sud Eakin
by rotation, sud Messrs. Fraser and Young by ballot ;
elders-Mesars. Neil, Scott, Murdock sud Kean.-S.
YOUNG, Pre.r. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY 0F STRATFORD.-This Court held
its regular qusrîerly meeting in Knox Church, Sîrat-
ford, on tht 151h sud 16th uit. Minutes suient tht
resignations of Messrs. Mansud Mitchell sud tht
translation of Mr. McLeod were adopted, expressive
of Presbytery's esteem for these gentlemen, sud it
was agreed that henceforth lu ail ordinary cases uf
resiguation or translation of ministers it is unadvisable
to require tht preparation ut auy special minutes.
Two cases of nu general importance from Granton
took up a large portion of the lime of tht Presbyîery.
When these had been disposed of tht Court proceeded
lu tht election of commissioners lu tht Generai As-
semhly : The followiug eiders were elected by ballot,
vîz. : Messrs. Duncan Stewart, Thos. Macpherson,
Alex. McTavish, Duncan Forbes, sud Geo. McKenzie.
Tht following ministers were appoiuîed by rotation,
viz.: Messrs. Boyd, Hamilton sud Hislop. Mr.
Fotheringham's name was passed over aI bis own re-
quest, sud Mr. Hail's on account of preseul sickuess,
with tht uuderstanding that, on recovery, he shahl
have his luru by rotation ; and tht following were
elecîed by ballot, viz.: Messrs. Kay, Stewart sud
Wright. Messrs. Wright and Duncan Stewart were
appointed on tht Committe on Bills sud Overtures
at Assembly, Messrs. Bell and Furbes at Synod.
Appoinln*nts were made tu supply the pulpit ut Mr.
Hall, of Nissouri, for nine Sabbaths, begiuning on tht
27th ult. An able sud interesting report on Temper-
auce was submiîîed by Rev. Mr. Wright, sud ordered
to be trausmitted t0 Assembly's Comusitîce. Messrs.
Boyd and Stewart respectively were instructed to
transmit 10 Synod's Committe their reports on tht
State of Religion and on Sabbath Schooi Work. On
motion cf Mr. Fotheriugham, duly seconded, it was
unanimously agreed that Presbytery, as on former
occasions, approve tht general principle uf tht scheme
for the sustentation of tht minislry, and recommend
that, with a view 10 enlisting tht intelligent interest
lu, aud approvai sud support cf, tht scheme by the

missionary to assist hlm in summer. Changes in
grouping the mission stations in Muskoka were
adopted ou recommendation of Mr. Findlay. The
followiug resolution was uuanimously passed : "The
session of Barrie haviug soughî leave of absence for
three months for their pastor, the Rev. J. Leiper, for
the purpose ut visitiug his native country on account
of domesîic affliction, the Presbyîery grant the request,
and lu doiug so desire to give expression to their
cordial sympathy with their brother, sud especially
wiîh Mrs. Leiper, on account of recent bereavement,
and to their hope that îhey may be sustained by the
graclous hand of their heaveuly Father. They pray
that their brother and bis famîily may have a prosperous
journey, and that he will return at the close of bis
term of absence iuvigorated by the voyage, 10 resume
bis able minisîrations lu the pulpit as well as bis valu-
able aid sud coun sel in the work of the Cburch."
Commissioners to the General Assembly were elected
as follows: Messrs. Moodie, Dawson, Fairbairu sud
Sinclair, by rotation ; sud Dr. W. Fraser sud Mr.
Gray, by ballot. The tirst uamed requested to resigu
the commission ln tavour of Mr. Rodgers, whose usmne
was accordiugly substituted. The remits were taken
up. The principle of the Sustentation Fund was ap-
proved, sud the Commniltet of Assembly requested to
introduce the scheme as soon as possible. A com-
mittet was appoiuîed, Mr. Gray convener, to prepare
a plan for meeting expenses of comusissioners to Gen-
eral Assernbly; sud meanwhile congregaîlous were
direcîed to make collections for that purpose, sud
remit to treasurer of Presbytery before it of lune.
It being stated that Mr. Findlay had under consid-
eration the expedieucy of takiug a trip lu Scoîland,
partly on account of bis health, the Presbytery granîed
hlm three months' leave ut absence, should he decide
on goiug, sud lu request the sanction by the Assem-
bly's Home Mission Committe lu bis absence.-
RoB'r. MOODIE, J>res. (Jerk.

$ ABBATH $HOOL JEACHER.
INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON XV.

April ta,
188sL. THIE G'JOD SAMARITAN. {Luke X.

25-37-

GOLDEN TEXT. -,,Thou shaît love thy neighbour as
thyself."-Lev. xix. 18.

HOME READINGS.
M. Luke xvii. i1-i9. - .Ten Lepers Cleansed.
Tu. John vii. 11-53...At tht Feast of Tabernacle1s.
W. John viii. 12-32..Tht Light of tht World.
Th. John viii- 33-59- .. Uubelieviug jews Reproved.
F. Luke X. 25-37..-..Tht Good Samaritan.
S. Gai. iii. 16-29 ... Use cf the Law.
Sab. Lev. xix. 1-18 ... Laws Coucerning our Neigh.

bour.
HELPS TO 5TUDY.

Thetlime sud place uf tht interview hetweeu Christ sud
tht1 "lswyer " to w hom Be related the parable ut tht good
Samaritan, csuuut Le determiued. Noue ut tht other evau.
gelials mention tht incident, sud ail that can be gatheied
from the coutexl lu Luke, is tisaI il uccurred lu tht course
of tht six monîha' progress from Galileetol Jerusalem, pre-
cediug tht Saviour's trial sud crucifixion.

The lessun may be divided as follows: (i) A Self Rig'ht.
eous Inquirer, (2-) " To the Law. and Io the Tesrinony, " (J )
The Cov'enant o] Works, (4a) T/he Terrns Evaded, (5) Yhe
Religion of Se/J, (6) The Religion o/ Love.

I. A SKLF-RIGHTROUS INQUIRER.-Ver. 25. This mau's
question, What shal1 do to iuhÉerit eterual life ? la
quite différent from that ut tht couscience-strickeu aluner,
" Wbat muaI I do lu be saved ?" This la%~yen dots nul set
that he uteda lu he saved. Be thinka he has doue preîîy
well. Ht bas a thorough knowledge ut tht Iaw (moral
sud ecclesiastical as well as civil), or thinka he bas; and,
with tht help ut this kuowledge and a good deal ut sophia-
try, he can shew tIsaI he bas a]iwaya ubeyed tht law, to tht
very letter. He caunot set that divine justice bas auyîhiug
againal hlm. At tht same lime there lurks lunisis usind a
suspicion that there la someîhing awauring, sud that be bas
nul yeî doue auythiug that can menit such a nicis reward as
elernal lite ; this prize, he thinka, is lu be won by suint
wurk ut supererogalion.

II. "To THE LAw AND TO THE TiSTIMONY."-Ver.
26. Christ atuda Bis queriat tu the law, because he la nul
ready for tht Gospel. No une ever received tht Gospel
ssvingiy witbouî first knowing something mute of tht de-
manda ut God's iaw than this nman. appareuîly knew. AIl
that can he dune wiîh a self-righteous person la tu keep send-
ing bisas back lu tht law-that same iaw which he thinks
he knows su weii sud bas kepl su stricîiy-unîil he sets thil
be bas nul ytt begun tu render the kiud ut ubedieuce ie-
quireri, sud tisai ail bis fancied riglýteuusnetàs la nu better
than " fiithy rsgs."

Ill. THE COVENANT 0F WOsîKS.-Ver. 27, 28. AI-
though Ibis lawyer did nul knuw tht mural law li -SIeugh
sud breadth, and height aud depîh, he hsd tht letter uf it
at bis finger ends, sud lu snswer lu the question, What is
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written in the law? he at once quoted fromn the OId Tes-
tament what our Shurter Catechism correctly calis Il the
su"t of thse teis commandments :" Thou shait love the
Lord thy God with ail thy heart, and with ail thy soul
and with al îhy strengtlh, and with ail thy mind, and
thy neighbour as thyself. If the ten commaudments be
examired one by une, it will be found that to break any of
the first four is inconsistent with the first clause of this sun.-
mary, and, ini like maniner, that none of the remaining six
can be tampered with without iunning couniter to the other
clause.

This do aud thou shal live, said the Saviour to hirm
in reply. Did lie mean to re-establish the covenant of
works? No, that covenai was broken iu Eden, sud ba.s
neyer been re-enactcd ; but the moral lsw, which constituted
mari's part of the terrms of that covenantr, remajus untouched
as to its obligation, and enters into the covenant of grace as
a rule oft bfe, though not as a ineans of salvation. What,
ilhen, dsd lie mean ? lie meant lu drive the rman to con-
fession aud repentance ; and it is still so. lie uses the la.v
as a lash to binrg sinuers to tbe Gospel, or rather to shev
rmen that they are sinners, and that they require such a sal.-
vation as tht Gospel provides ; and m~ hen they have accc ptcd
that salvation as a free guif at His bands, lie leads theîss
bsck to that same old law, not uow to them a slave-driver's
code, but a plessing rule of conduct, heartily assenttd to by
their renewed nature. Were there no Gospel, no alonement
to remove the burden of sin, no lloly Spiiit to quicken and
rtnew, theu the advice, "'This do and thou shalt live," wvould
be the most terrible irony, for the poor man could flot do it.

IV. THE TERMs EJVADED.-Ver. 29. There is hiere ais
sîtemnpt to take refuge urider the indefiniteness of the word
ueigbbour as ordinarilv used. In the passage quottd the
mtauing evidently lsanay une who cmn in any wvay be affect-
ed, beueficially or injuriously, by our conduct ; if he is near
euougb for us to do him suy good or any harm, then he is
our ntigbbour.

V. TIHE RELIGION 0F SELF.-Vers. 3P, 32. In order to
explain tu tihe lawyer the mesuing ofl tie word neigbbour,
aud lu ordler to get hlm sud'us to understaud the true spirit
of the moral law interpreîed in tht liglit uf the Gospel,
J esus tells a story.

A certain man went dowu fromnJerusalem tojerichs.
A receut traveller says : I"This Jeiicho road is a wonder of
sm(ooîhness for a Palestine road. For its goodness we are
indelîed lu the piety of a Christian lady whis paid to have
it put lu order for the benefit or pilgrimas from Jerusalemn to
tht Jordan batbiug places. IL ascends by an easy grade tu,
the lIoly City, and afl'ords many a chai rsing backstard view
of the Jordan plain, so that the tise of o% er four thousansl
feet la overcome with little fatigue to the s lIer. But it pas-
ses through a wild, rocky region, weli fit ted to be tise sct-uc
of that parable of the man who1 went down froin Jertsaleni
to jericho aud fell among thieves,' told by our Lord, is an-
swer lu the lawyer's question, 'Who is my neigbbouir ?'
Many a great rock sud dark ravine is there, %% hre robbet %
would find a ftting place in whicli w lurk for victisus bI-
deed, it bas long lsad a bad name, and many an unfortunaie
traveller here bas reeded tbe aid ut a 'Good Samaritan,'
when the g)ud Samnaiitan was not Isere with beast snd ou
aud sine tu comfurt the robbrd andl wounided man."

There came down a certain priest that way. "0 f
course we know," says the "lWestminster Teacher," "lthis
priest could be nore other than a Jewr. As soan as he caume
in sigbt of the wouuded aud half-dead man, he passed by on
tht other side. Doubtless it was lu part the instinct of self-
preservation ; for this descending road from the heights of
Jerusalem lu jericîso, lu the valley of tht Jordan, had a bad
name-s part of it su bad as to be called ' the bloody way.'
The priest prubably thought 'Titis is a dangerous place.
Here is a man in trouble. Whether dyiug or deacf I know
nul. But I must hurry by, or 1 too may Le dead.' But
clearly this priest was a selt-righteous furmalist. lie cou Id
minister at the sItar, but he could not minister tu a soul in
need. Ht was s worshipper of the letter. The letter of the
law said :' If thou set an enemy's ax or ass lu trouble
jhou must heîp,' (Ex. xxiii. 4, 5). Now if this man had only
been su ass probably this stickler for the letter would have
helped at the risk of his life. Ift was a tither of mint, anise
and cummin ; but he utterly rmitted une of the sveigbitier
maltera of tht law-mercy. Matt. XXiii. 23."

Alsoi a Levite-anoîber Jew. Botb he and the pi lest
knew the letter of the law well. They would Le regarded
by the lawyer snd the rest of the Saviour's audience as en-
lightenç.d persous. But they paid uo attention to the spir il
of the law, and their seîfish hearts did uot prompt tht ni to
reduce it to practice. The priest acted on the first impulse.
He had nu neighbours, or at least noue that he would recog-
ulat as such if they should happen to faîl among thieves and
get wcunded. We will ailow the Levite the henefit of sup-
posing that he had a few neigbbours, and that he weuî across
the road for the purpuse of seeing whether the wouuded
man migbî not be une of themn; but it seems bis circle of
neighbourhood was to susal; sud bis cold-bîooded deser-
lion uf the distressed way-tarer seems even msore reprehen-
sîble than the hasty action ut his predecessur.

VI. THE RELIGION 0F LovE.-Vers. 32-37. It is the
feeling of compassion that distingisishes the Samarit, n
from those that weut before hlmi, and then the prompt ac-
tion arising from that feeling. It is like Cliiist imçeIf


