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flJIîI§TERB AND CIIURCHES.

WrF have been requested to notify ail whomt it may
concern, that ail communications on Home Mission
work, withiri the bounds of thc London Presbytery,
mnust lie addresed ta the Rev. John Rennie, Con-
vener, Ailsa Craig.

A COZ4TEMIORARY intiniates-on what authority is
not stated--hat the Rev. A. D. McDonald, of Sea-
forth, has declined a call addressed ta hlm by the
Presbyterian congregation of Stratiord, ta succecd
the Rev. Mr. McLeod, lately translated ta Toronto.
WVe suspect there must bie soine mistake somewhere.

TuE second annual meeting of the Sabbath Scbool
Convention of the Presbytery at Saugeen was held
ini Gutbrie Church, Harristan, on Tuesday, 27th
uit. During the forenoon and iflernoon sessions ad-
dresses were given by ministers and Sabbath school
workers within the bounds ai the Presbytcry on
very important subjects in connection with Sab-
Ipath schooi work. In the evening Rev. J. McEwen,
af Ingersoll, gave a very intcresting and instructive
address on "Normal Classes for Sabbath Schoo!
Teachers, and their Importance ta the Church." [t
vas hîghly appreciated by the Sabbath scbool workcrs.
The Rev. Dr. Bell, of WValkerton, gave an address on
Il The Truc Relation of Instruction ta Conversion.
It was carefully prepared, clear, logical, scriptural,
handling the subject in a masterly xnanner. It was a
rare treat. The ne't meeting of the Convention is to-
hoe held in St. Andrew's Church, Mâounit Forest.

THE Rev. Mr. Hodnett, of Perrytown, bas been
appointeil by the Home Mission Committee ta Mani-
toba, and vili, vo iandrstand, proceed ta bis new field
almost immediateiy. WVe are aise glad ta learn that
during the preseait rnonth severai of aur ministers wiil
pay more or less extended visits ta the Nonth-vest.
Axnong th2se we may mention the Rev. Mr. '%Varden,
of Montreal, and the Rev. Mr. Pitblado, of Halifax.
The Rev. Mr. McGuire, of Jarvis, is also at present ina
Manitoba preaching in ane af aur stations. As we
have once and again stated, the present population cf
the North-west is very largely Presbyterian, and those
vho are continually gaing in are very considerably ai
the saine description If accordingly tht necessary
supply of preaclers is nov sent, and adequate pecuni-
ary lhelp be forthcoming for a few years, aur Churcli
ina those vast regions vil be greatly and permanently
extended and a very large amount of gaod eflected.
IVe may nov go ini and ta a very great degree possess
the lanad. But if the present apportunity is neglected,
it is not likely that aine so favaurable vill ever recur.

Tuz crm -ony of laying the corner stont of the new
Central Presbyteruan Church, Galt, took place on
Monday, 26th ult, and vas in ail respects highly suc-
cessful Amongst the clcrgy present were Revs. Prin-
cipal Caven, Knox College, Toronto; Dr. James,
Hamnilton; Dr. Wardrope, Guelph; Messrs. King,
Torono; Inglis and Thomrpson, Ayr; 1. K. Snaith,
Galt; Tait, Berlin; Dr. Cochrane, Brantford; Rev.
Mr. Green, af tihe Wesleyan Methodist Churcii, Galt,
anad the Res'. Mr. Smith, M.A., Guelph. The cere-
naony coanmenced by singing the baoth Psalmt by the
choir, led by Mr. Murray. Prayer was then offered
by Dr. \Vardrape, afier whicb the duties ai adjusting
the corner mtont vert succtssuhiy ptrforni by Prin-
cipal Caven After the usual records anid coins had
been depositeil able and stirring addresses were deliv-
ered by Principal Cavera, Mr Smith ai Guelph, and
Dr. Cochrane of Brantford, ail baving a bearing on
the interesting occasion for which they vert met.
The proceedings were brouglit ta a dlose by singing
the usual doxology. The ladies of the congregaian
held a social in the tovra hall ina the evtning, which
was lmrgely attended. After ail hadl pa=tken of the
ricli repas, tbcy adjournedl to the hall, where tbey
vert cntentained by able addres;es by several clea-gy.
mn preseat. The proceedings vert interspersedl
wità vocal and instrumental music, which was de-
servedly applauded by the audience. Miss Addison,
Miss Hume and Miss Scott took part ina these per-
formances. Mr. Maitland and Mr. Murray rtndercdl
solos which vere welt rectived Tht tva solos by
Miss AddL«on vere rendered with considerable sveet-
nesa and taste. The accompanimnul by Miss Scott
and Miss Hume vert ail that could bc desired.

PRasayTERy 0F MAxiTo" A-This Prçsbytety met
i the Piesbyttrian church as, Portage la Prairie on

the miorning ai tht 2ist ai July. Rcv. Dugald Mc-
Gregor was by authority ai tht General Assembiy
rcceivcd as a niinisier ai the Churcli. Rerv. Mr.
WVellwood,a,.ppointed by tht Haone Mission Coîramittec
ofithe Asseanbly ta labour at tht ralway cnassing cf
tht Little Saskatchewan, vas received as a member
ofithe Pnesbytery. Rer. Mr. McGuirc, of Jarvis, vas
present, and was asked ta sit as cornesponding ment-
ber. Rev. J. S. Stevart vas elected Moderator for
the next six anantits. Rer. Prof. Bryce vas clectid
Treasurer of the PresbytMr. There vas presented by
Rer. Mr. Ross a report bearing upon tht advisability
af separatlng tht Neisonville group ai stations mnto
twa districts. Tht report vas exhaustive as ta the
statistics af that field, and Messrs. Ross, McRae, and
A. H. Camenon were thanktd for the faatliuness witit
vhich they discharged tht duty iniposedl on thern by
tht Prtsbyter. Owing ta tht fact, however, that tht
station did not scnd in compiete subscraption lists ta
tht Presbytery, the report, with ail papiers, vas laid on
tht table, and tht Clerk instructed ta wrare ta these
stations se that they may send ina informatian beaning
on finances. The Home Mission Committet reported
tha, Rer. Mr. Russell had been obliged titrougit ill-
hei.. ta give up preaching for a tame, and recoin-
mended that some ont shouid ho appoanted immedi-
atcly ira charge of Grtenwoad, the field titrs rendered
vacant, that tht Coinmittee had placed Mr. Law-
nenLe in charge ai that field ait tht meaantime; that
Rer. Donald Robs had proceeded ta l'rince Albert
with the view oi remaining tuent ; that the Conrener
had received a communication from Edmuonton asking
for a aninister at that point; that Mlr. McDonald, the
vritcr ai tht letter, bail been vnitten te by tht Clerk
and assured that the Presbytery would do ail at coula
for Edmonton;j that tht Commattce had corresponded
with tht Convener af the Assembly's Commauee vitit
the view ai having another anîsaonary appoantedl ta
Prince Albert, sa that a supply might be givera ta
Carrot River district and ther settlements in the neigit-
bourhood oi Frince Albert ; that awang ta tht return
ai Mr. Fanquharson to colUege, as aiso thc retura of
Mr. Caswell, provision must be made for the suppIy
ofithe tva fields ira vhich these gentlemen labour;
that the people of Turtie Mountaîn vert asking for
services at that point, as aise those in townships i i
and 12, range 14 west, and those at the Roseau Cras-
sing and tht Ridges. Prof. Bryce vas appoanted ta
visit Rock Lake district and organize stations there.
The mattex ai the supply af Turtie Mountain was de-
ierred tili the ntxt meeting o! the Pnesbytery. Rev.
Mr. McGregor vas appointedl ta take charge ci town.-
ships t: and 12, range 14 wtst, ira additaan ta his,
present field. Rer. Messrs. Scott and McGuire were
irastructed ta visit Dominion City and the Rxdges, and
organize stations ai once; and the stations vert
instructed ta send subscnaptian lists at once ta the
Home Mission Committee; ad vent informd that
steps would ho taken immredtately ta have a mission-
ary appointed ta that field. Rev. Mn. Smith read an
iraterestirag repart ai is wark in tht Little Saskatche-
van district. It vas arranged that Mn. Weliwood
shauld take tht railvay crossing, McTavish, and Rol-
ling River as his field, and Mn. Smith, Rapid City, etc.
Meurs. Smith, Stevan and WVellwocd vert anstructed
ta meet and arrange for the supphy of Oak River.
Mr. McRae urged the Pntsbytery ta do samething for
the supply af Cypress River district. The field is
large, embracing tveive tovnships, and tht settiers
arenrumeraus. Tht Prusbyteryappointed Mn. McRae
ta risit that district and labour for ont month this
fail, and requestedl Messrs. Bell, McKedlar and Ross
ta give sucli assistance an tht supply ef that field with
Mr. McRae as would bc withra thetr paver, it being
undcrstood that tht field is plactd under the super-
vision ofiNMr. McRar_ Dr. Black read tht report af
tht Foreigna Mission Comnixtee, shevîng that steps
bad been taken ta surrey a part ai tht Prince Albert
propcnty into tavra lots, and dispose of tht saine;-
that a building ilas to ho crected unimediately on Mr.
Mis-ta-w-a-sis'rtservt fan tht accommodation of Rer.
Mnf. McKay, vho is ta labour thene permanently-. It
appears that the vark under Mr. Pieut is advancing
rapidly. Tht Fort Peliy Indians are desiraus for a
nîissionary ofitheir ovn. Tht Clerk directed the at-
tention af tht Pntsbytery ta tht very unsatisfactary
state of affairs ina tbt Narth-West Ttrrntory as regards
the establishment and support ai schoals. It wotald
setm that aving ta defects in the lav, and the spanse-
Dess cf the population, rea fev saiouls are estab-
Iished ; ira fact, Mn. Rabertsor nxtcwc only ont ira ili

Little Saskatchewan country'. A cammittec, consiat-
ing of Messrs. Robertson, Smith, and Wellwood, vas
appointedl ta corresp~ond willi the Governmertt and
take whatevcr other steps miglit be thought necessar
ta hasten the establishment ai schouls.

SCOTCH SERMONS: iSSo.*

The naines ai sane ai the writers would prepare us
ta look for considerabie literary nit ina tes ser-
mons; and several ai themn are very respectable
compositions. Those contributed by Principal Ciird
exhibit tht power ai rich and sustained illustration
for which titis famous preacher is reniarkabie. The
sermnons ai Knight, M.%cFanrlan, Ramn and Stary, may
aiso be speciaily mentioned as exhibiting gaod literary
talent.

Certain ethical and social principles of Chnistianity
arc put ina an interesting light, and enf'orcedl wlth a
good deai ai freshness and paver. Saine af the wi
ters have keen syrnpathy with the spiritual strtiggles
cf man, and stern anxious ta help themt ta a better
position. WVe dare n-,t carry aut praise farther.

Tht prerace ieads us ta expect that the book vill bc
the manaifesteofa a School, and the mast êursory
exanlination ai its contents shevs that it is sa. "The
volume bas àriginated in the wish ta gather a fev
specimens ai a style of teaching which increasingly
prevails amongst tht Ciergy of the Scottish Chrarch.
it may serve ta indicate a grawing tendcncy, and ta
shew the direction ira which thougit is movinZY lt is
the work ai those whose hope for the Church lies in a
"4profounder apprebiension ai tht essential ideas cf
CI ristianity.Y For ourselves we cam oaily say that tht
lms Ilthouglit" shahl more ini this direction the botter,
a-ad that the Ilprofounder apprehiension ai Christian
ideas" cornes, in somte instances, perilously near ta the
total rejection of them. Ile state with sorrov that a
good many oi these sermons by Scottish divines are
deeplyrationaiistic, and that marayof tht greatdoctrines
which the Prcesbytcrian Church has been honoured ta
tcach and defend, are attacked and rejecte.d-in saine
instances burlesqutd and cantemptuousiy throvn
aside. WVe have here Ilanother gospel whîch is net
another.» We have the "Spirit ai the Age" in ane
sermon, deliberately put ina the place cf the Spirit af
Christ as the witness ta trutit. Tht volume teaches
that Scnipture is not inspired throughout, and that it
derives its authority front accandance with the
reiigious corasciousness ; that the religiaeus consciaus-
ness ai man is the test ai truth ; that mnan's original
condition is that ai a savage, worshipping trees and
serpents, that Chnistiaiity is mtrely tht developmnt
ai a religion which appears firat as a ietichism, or
nature warship, and isi divine anly as nature worship
is divine ; that miracles are only a dogm cf the
Church; that we are justified, not on tht ground of
Christ's righteousness imputed ta us and received by
faith alone, but on the ground of aur avis character;
that the imputation af Christ's rigbteorasness is a mert
figment af tbeology. The doctrines af depravity,
atoneinent and regeneratian are ail denied.

%Vt have not made an exhaustive statement of tie
errons ai this bock Qhe writer goes the length af
sayirg that there are many "«piaus and religions n=a
accepted cf God »who reject "Ilch teachings ar the
G ospel," and who are saved by means ai the "discipline
supplied thivugli the divine order" cf nature.

Charges so seriaus should net hoe lightly miade, znd
we are oniy sorry that the evidence an wbich tbey test
is sa abundant and unquestianable. It can give usno0
raitisfaction ta sustu.in sucit an indictinent agawtst
Preaqbyterian ministers-men whorn we shouid gladly
bail as champions of tht truth, even as they are under
solen vow ta maintaiti anid defend it.

This is how Mn. McFarlan speacs of the Scriptures:
Men "lcannot ho certain that ail the vends ini tIrer
attribute ta Christ and the apastles, vert really the
yards they spolce, undiluted, undisturbed, unexag-
genated. Neither can they bo absolutely sure that
tht miracles ascribed te them, vert actually wrought
by tbens. They canna;, therei, ;yccep the wends
w«hich Christ is reparted te have spoken, neto s
which the aposties unquestianably wrote as the latter-
ances oiteachers-,infallible in ail they saud and wraowe
"lThey daimin the uight ta judge eacb cf their utttaances
in the liglit ai their own Christian consciorasntss, and
ta dcny divine authority ta any of, thean vhich (aU
beneath tht ethical standard wbich, as meon ilu.
minaled by the Spirit cf Christ, they have seu up for
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