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der that that wvhich is correct iay bo more
thioroughlly uinderstood and appreciatcd.

One of the commionest rnethods of teachingr
geography is Vo burden the inid of the pupil
with a -areat dont of unnecessary knowledge,
knowleâge wvhieh is of no present use to u
and inost probably neyer will bo. This would
noV be so, bad, if it were wvell taughit, but the
text-book is coinonIy used in conneetion
wvith this crainmning method. A certain
amount of work is prcscribed, ani the pupil
is cornmanded under penalty of the direct
punishment to commit it Vo nieinory. Hol
does so, but wvhat lias he gained? Absolutely
nothing. Yes worse than nothing, because ho
has a jumble of c*onfusred sounds in his head,
cach of ivhichà Nvlie.n mentioned conveys no
distinct idea to his braîn, and by constant re-
petition confuses hiiin stili more. The pupil
eau also <nive the exact height of every- moun-
tain peaIc iu South Anierica, can tell the
lengath Vo the fraction of a mile of eveiyr river
on the globe. Now of what avails ail this.
Truc Vhe mneiory is Vo a smnali extent cultiva-
ted, but is it not at thie expenso of the powvers
of reason and imagination. Passing of oxa-
miinations is not thie chief end of inan,
although to judge from severat papers sot at
the lest teachers exainination, it wvoutd seeni
Vo be so. The fact. is however patent Vo al
thnt until examiners improve thieir miethods
of exainining, the cramining method wiIl con-
tiaue in our ,public schools.

Again thore is wliat Professor King d1esig-
ilates as the no-study inethod. By this mie-
Vhod, and sorry are wve to séiy that it is a too,
comnlon one, the teacher comnes into class
without preparation or forethought and ex-
pects to have a vigorouS lively lesson. Pick-
ing up a text-book ho conununicates Vo or
draws froin the pupils the facts therein con-
tajiedý. Matter outside of the texV-book is
reljiiously taboood,* strictly prohibited. Iu
de ence of this it is urged Vbat therejare more
fâcts lu the text-book than the pupils will ro-
mlemlber. 'Why thon atteuipt Vo burden his
jjmd, mith more? This ho-wever is an utter
fo.llacy. A g«reat teachier once said, 'out of
tuie abundance of the licart the mnouth speàk--
eth." Lot tlo teacher who botioves in Vhis
,netlod, -take a crood book cri, say South
AlnerIca, and rmaI it Vo his class and watch
the hci«hitened interest taken iii the lesson;
.%vateli Lie briglitening cye wheu the lesson

tinie draws near, ivatch lhis own ever increa s-
ing interest as the days pass on, and abovo a
watch the immense progress which the class
makes. Let him wvatch ail these carefully and
ho convînced.

Again somne teaclhers go Vo the opposite cx-
treine. Thoy corne before the ctass lo.deu wviVh
facts. Thoy stand on VIe platformn and pour
forth a- vast accumulation of facts. Tho
pupils sit with open moutlis and uplifted eyes
and seern Vo ho drinking in with avidity
everything that is said. This is a cae whiech
Coloridge's fainous comaparison of the hour-
glass is (listîflctly applicable. 1V runs iu and
runs out again. t was a good lecture but a
poor tesson. This Iowever is a fault on the
riglit side and one easily remedied.

.Another fault is paying too much attention
Vo mnap work. Many pupils cau point ont at
sighlt on VIe nmap, any place however small or
unimportant, yet ask them, for instance to des-
cribe the Great Central Plain of North
Anuerica axid Vhey are utterly at a loss. The
miap is an important factor lu goodl Veaching,
'but iV is a mîstake Vo place reliauce ou it.

And now we ar-rive at a muehi disputed
point in Vhe teachiug of geography. Two,
conflicting systerns of Veaching here corne in-
Vo, prominonce, eacI having its earnest sup-
porters. -These are the analytie and the syn-
thetic. The former beg-ins with VIe world
as a whole and passes successively back
thiroughl the continent, country and province
Vo the home. The latter pursues the opposite
course. It commences at home and gradually
wvideus its horizon titi the wvhole world is
finally grasped. IT is VIe former of these two
inthoils which we shal hetre advocate.

(To Zc coitimed ùt omr nxt)

CORRESPONDENCE.

DILnMM.-'W'hen I WaS at the NXormal SchoolI was
taught tu teaeh certain subjects in a particular "ay.

INow the inspectoir washes mne to teach them another
Imethoa. Which one shouid i foltow i

own ? If you have, get somne standard works on these
subjects, ana work out a mnetbod for vourself. Take
aul the avice yon cmn get fromn the. inspector or any
oe elie, but tilt on are able te think aud decide fer
vourself voit widtneyer inale a successful teacher ex-
ccpt in thie opinion of the persen whom yen imitate.
Youir questfion shows clearly that you are iiow oniy
looking for some from whom you eau copy. If you
cannot thiak for yourself how can vou expeet to be
nble to, teauh a pupil te think for himself 1


