
TEIE MARITIME EX<TERPnISPF OP BIIRT18li AbMItICA.

B"Lore iaking up the ptactical part of this subject and ehowing the
position of British Amerlos, as a Maritime Power, 1 must first refer
briefly te those maritime adveriturers who have particularly associatted
their narnes witlt the provinces and laid the foundation of England's
colonial empire on this continent. lu dealing with titis part of the
subjcct, 1 shah flot ho able to relate auything that is newýý-the naines
of these maritime advcnturers miust be familiar to ail, and their
aohievement.4 may bc cveii as a twice..told tale ; yet there is such a
charmn and Quchi a romance about their lives and the ivorld owes themt
so 'vauch, that the cssayist, like the lecitirer or the historian, is im-
pelled te linger for a while and recail their history. lu the days of
youath, ivheu the wvorld is yct before us, and our symp.athies arc ensily
arotised. the story of adrenture muet ever possess the deepeet clîarm ;
but inilted uone of us ever becomne so old that cuir hearts fait te beat
responsive to the record of some heroic dced or we cannot fchlow, with
the -nost absorbing intcrest, the explorer wbo ventuires into unkuuown
countries-whiethor it bo LivingaStone or Baker struggling throtugh
Africau jun.gles, in constant peril frcm gavage blacks, or eren more
dangerous MiaBma of' tropical swamps ; or whethcr it bo Kane, Hayes,
or other intrepid pioncers steadily advancing toNwards that "Open
Polar Sea," wvhosc secrets have so long been coucealed by almost im-
penetrable barniers of icebergfs and glaciers.

EAULY MARiTME ADVENTrURE.

The student of Ainerican history iih reinember that it bas boas
contended that the continent of Anierica was actually visited by
enterprising marinera previotns te tho voyages of Columnbus and the
Cabota. Trhe Frenchi affirni, and addtice certain evideuce to show,
that the Basques, Ilthat primeval people, older than hiistory," had, on
their search after ccd, vcnturcd as far as Newfoundland, wvhich they
called IlBaccaloas," or the Basque terni for tluat flslî; and it is
certainly a notewvorthy faet that Il Baccaloas " stili clings to an islaud
on the const. It is also contendcd that ciglît or nnae hundrcd years
ago the Norweigiau navigators extcnded tlîeir voyages te thosa waters.
About a hundred years before the Norman conqucet of England, say
the Danish Nriters, ene Biorne or Beaine-, sailcd frein Iceland for
Greenland, ini searcli cf his father, who lîad sttilcd thither but neyer
returned. Whîilst engaged in this filial diuty, lie got lest in the fog,
and discovered an unknowna cotintry. Others follovcd ini Biornes
route and came te a land which they callcd Markland, and Vinl&and,
and is believed to have been a portion of the Northern continent. But
it is net necessary to dwvell on what are after all vague tradi-
tions cf the shadowy past, ftirbishcd up by enthiîsiastic antiquaries,
'Anxicus te -ive their countries the glory of having fir8t discovered tht
new %verld. Authentie history alune commences withihe voyages of
Columbus and the Cabots, who stand eut prominently as the pioncera
of ail modern maritime onterpnise. In the year 1492 Columbus gave
to the world the heritage cf the West, and opened up a noir and un-
limitcd field of action te te enterprise of the nations of Europe.


