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wold and Leicester sheep, and Durham
bulls of « snperior kind,  In four years
after the Boaad imported and sold to
Agricultural Sucicties 22 thuroughbred
bulls, 9 cows and heiters, 100 thorough-
bred mns, and 20 thoroughbred pigs.

It may not be deewmed inappropriate
to refer here to tho fruit-bearing qualities
of the svil of some of thu Novy Seotinn
couuties, as well as to the progress mado
in this boanch of horticulture, us proved
Ly tho astonishment oceasioned at an
exhibition beld in London in 1862,
when specimens of the apples raised in
tho Proviuce were produced  The most
abswrd notious had been eutertained pre-
viously in Britain, by persons who were
otherwise intelligent, as to the climateo
and general ngricultuml resources of the
Province, but the productions forwarded
for exhibition disabused, to a large ex-
tent, tho public mind of these erroncous
mnpressions,. “Our readers, and  the
visitors to the recent fruit shows of the
Royal Horticultural Society,” aid thoe
“ Gardeners' Chronicle,” “ cannot have
forgotten the suvpassing beauty and
equal excellence of the apples exhibited
by the great colony of Nova Scotia ; cer-
tainly nothing like them had been pre-
viously seen at any public exhibition in
this country.” “Lhe concurrent testimony
of experienced judges of fruit goes to
estrblish the fact, that for successinl enl-
tare of apples in particulnr Nova Scotia
stands in the very fist mnk. Tt is handly
necessary to add that no country in the
temperate zone, which is noted for its
growth, in great perfectinn of fruit, is de-
ticiont in the elewents of soil and climate
necessary  for the successful cultivation
of cereals and roots. The natuml infer-
ence is that equal skill brought to bearon
the cultivation of all such craps as would
render farming profitable in N.na Scotia,
would result in equal success, and place
the Province on a lovel, as to relative
quantity aud execllence of production,
with the more adveuce »of the sister
Provinees.

Circumstances have recently directed
attention t~ the benefl.s which would
result to the Province were our farmers
to devote more atteution to the rearing
and fattening of cattle for the British
murket. This is a brauch of sgrieultural
business for which the climate and soil
are admirably adopted. Were we called
npon to produce udditional proof of this
statement wo would point to the quality
of the roots presented at our periodical
exhibitions. The writer examined those
at an extonsive exhibition at Montreal,
and he does not hesitate to express the
opinion that the specimens p vduced,
particularly of potatoes, atv tho Jast Hali-
fax exhibition were at least equal, if not
superior to those exhibited at Aontceal.
There is, therefore, ample scope for rais-
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ing the best kinds of roots for fattening
cattle aud preparing them for the British
watket, where woll-fed animals of superior
breeds will always commund @ good price.
Gaveruor Archibahd dwelt, in his exhibi-
tion adddress in 1878, on the gross folly
of rearing aninmalds of inferior, instead of
supetior breed,  The great increase in
recent years in the better class of cattle
shows that our farmers are hecoming
more sensiblo than ever of the loss neees-
savily sustained iu supplying abundance
of good fool to cattlo, which do net
benefit by it to any remunerative extent.
The good qualities of stock ase heredi-
tary, and hence the value ot well authen-
ticated pedigrues.  The first exhibition
in Nova Scotia of thorongh-bred animals
in classes was in 1868, Sinee that
period great progress has heen wade in
improving the stork of the Province.
Animals have been secured from the
Queen's herd at Windsor, Sir Wilfvid
Lawson's short horns in Cumberland, and
also from the Ayshive stack of Mr. Flem-
ing, Strathaven, Our farmers will commit
a great mistake if they lail, onall occasions,
10 seeure the services of a goud bull, the
quality of the progeny depending in a
greater Jegree on the male than on the
fumale. It is doubtless important, save
the able author of the treatise on agricul-
ture in the new edition of the Eneyclo.
peedia Dritannica being now issued—to
have both anhmals good, but in the case
of ruminants, the predominating influence
of the male in determining the qualities
of the progeny is so well ascertained that
the selection of a bull i3 s matter of prime
importance.  We are able to state from
ample personal experience, that by using
a bull which is at onco good of himselt
and of good decent, a level and valuable
lot, of calves can be obtained from very
indifferent cows. 1t is indeed miserable
tizconomy to judge the price of a guod
oull”

When the details of this year's census
aie puhlished, the progress made during
the Iast ten years in the aren of land
brought under cultivation, and the growth
of agricultural produce, can be marked.
In the meantime we indicate the num-
ber of bushels of wheat, barley, oats and
potatoes produced in the Province, ac-
cerding to the census of 1861 and {871,
respectively :

1851,

Wheat. Barley. Qats. Potatocs.
20,715.... ... 196,007... . ..1,384,457....... 1,986,789
1861.

312,081.... ... 269,578.... ... 1,978,137.......3,824,814
1871.

227,497.... 296,650.... ... 2,190,09.......5,560,975

The census of 1861 shows 47,205 of
the population engaged in agriculture.
That of 1871 makes the number 49,769,
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The establishment, within a few years,
of nine or ten cheess favtories in the
Province, is a most important feature in
aur  agicuitard  developuent.  The
article produced 15, as a rule, very superion
A fiem in the City of Halifux has pur-
chased, dusing the past year, twenty-two
tons of cheeso from the factory at Ayles-
ford, King’s Connty, of a quudity cqual
to any produced in the Dominion. A
rapid extension of the trade nmay b
anticipated.  In the United States the
rate of progress has been remmkable, the
receipts in New York had increased Leom
281,318 boxes in 1863, (o 2,204,493 in
1874, The imports of cheese into Great
Britain amounted in value, in 1875, to
£4,705,229 sterling —one-half of which
was received from the United States.
The demand for cheese as well as for
beef in Great Dritain is practically un-
limited, aud the farmers of Nova Scotia
have the greatest possible fucilities for
exportation at moderato rates.

Another proof of progress in to be
found in the excellent exhibition build-
iugs which have been erected in various
towns in the Province. In the iace of
these indications of rapid progeess, it is
surely to bo regretted that the agricul-
tural committee of the House of Assetubly
should have manifested a dispusition to
1eduee the Provincial grants,  ‘The object
of the grants is t{o benelit the Proviuce
by stimulating improvement. If tho
counties were not putting forth efforts in
the same direction, if interest in agricul-
ture were diminishing in the Province,
instead of increasing, if the successive az-
ricultural shows presented little evidence
of improvement, we coull understany
the policy of a reduction in the grauts;
but oeular demonstration is from time
time presented of the progress raade, and
of the incalewlable benefits which resuls
to the Province from the present very
modcrate expeaditure. 1t does seem, to
say the least of it, extremely paradoxical
that for successive years inducementy
should have been helil out to the varions
counties by the legislature, to increase
their enntributions, so as to  beoowme
entitled to the additional statutevy altovi-
ance, and that. when the prizo offered hag
in somn cases been fairly won, the wet
hlanket of » future reduwotion in the
grants should he recommended as the
Jjust reward of theiv exertions.”

The quotation wade at the beginning
of this paper from the first letter of
Agricola, shows the importance which
is attached to the foymativn of vigorous
agricultural societies in all the counties
of the Province. A table might be here
produced, which has appeared in the
reports of the Central Board of Agricul-
ture, presenting a vidémus of the nnmber
and strength of the societies in the
espeetive counties of the Pruviuce for




