ABOUT SOME FIRE MOUNTAINS.

same moment a crater opened near
Lake Avernus, hard by, and ejected
smoke, flame, cinders, stones and mud
with the noise of cannon. The air

was black with ashes and scorie, and |

in four days they had built up in the
valley between the lake and Monte
Barbaro a hill nearly as high as the
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latter, and three miles in circumfer-
ence. The eruption began on the
99th, and four days after, the 3rd of
of October, it was possible to climb
the hill, three thousand feet high. The
work had been done, however, in for-
ty-eight hours. That the blister the-
ory gets small comfort from Monte
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Nuovo is clear from the fact that the
columns of the ancient temple of
Apollo at the base of the mountain
. maintained their perpendicular. A
result, either of the immediate out-
burst or of the earthquakes which had
afflicted the neighbourhood for two
years previously, was an upheaval of
the adjacent shore to an extent of
thirty-six feet, as a deposit of recent
shells at that elevation indicates. This

is a rise utterly trivial by the side of '

that attained by the mountain, and it
appears to have been but one of sev-
eral oscillations experienced on the
same shores within the Christian era,
as Lyell has pointed out in his remarks
on the so-called temple of Serapis.
Monte Nuovo has been idle since

the year of its birth, only a little smoke -
representing the once formidable life

that filled its crater. But it may re-
vive atany time, as perhaps even may,
after a far longer period of repose, its

classic neighbours, Lucinus, Acheron,
Avernus, and a host of others silent
for many centuries, but still breathing

" heavily, and sometimes stentoriously.

From 1500 to 1631, A.p. the crater of
Vesuvius was as placid and pastoral
as when Spartacus, the Roman Robin
Hood, pranked it there gaily with his
merry men in dells dense and fragrant
with ilex and myrtle.

It was on the 29th of September,
two hundred and twenty-one years
later, and on the opposite side of the
Atlantic, that Jorullo saw the light.
It rose, and stands, fifteen hundred
feet above the plain, thirty leagues
from the coast and more than forty
from any other volcano. The basaltic
rocks of the neighbouring mountains,
however, indicate an ancient seat of
voleanic activity. This apart, its iso-
lation from the ordinary sources of ir-

 ritation is, as compared with Monte

Nuovo, complete. Jorullo rose so sud=



