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REV, THOMAS CROSDY,

Banner of Missions.
BY OEORGE W. DOANE.

Fling out the banner ! Iet it float
Skyward aud seaward, high and wide;

The sun, that lights its shining folds,
‘The caros8 on which the Saviour dled.

Flipg out the banner ! Angels bend
In anxijous sllence o’er the sign,

And vainly seek to comprchend
The wonder of the Lord divine.

Flipg .out the banner ! Heathen lands
Shall gce from far the glorlous sight;

Angd Dations, crowding to be born,
Baptize their spirits in its light,

Fipg.out the banner ! Sin-sick couls,
That sink and perish in the strife,

Shall touch in faith its radfant hem,
And spring immortal into lite,

Fling out the banner! Let it float
Skyward and seaward, high and wide;

Our glory, only in the cross,

' gur only hope, the Crucified.

Fling out the banner ! Wide and high,
Seaward and skyward let it shine;

Nor skill, nor might, nor merit ours;
We conquer only in that sign.

PIONEER WORK IN THE NORTH-
WEST.

Tiy APOSTOLIC LABOUNS OF REV. THOMAS
CROSBY AMONG THE INDIANS OF BMTISH
COLUMBIA AND ALABKA—TWO THOUSAND
MILES A YEAR IN A CANOZ—THB.BUILDING
OF A STEAMBOAT.

Nearly forty years of toil and travel
and self-denying effort for-the evangeliza-
tlop_ ©f the Indians of the great North-
%wost, have made the names of Thomas
Crosby and wife household words
throughont Canada. Few people, even
among those who-know them best, have
ipy idea of the extent of thelr labours.
The change visidble In some locality is
witnessed, grouls of Indians quit thelr
viejous lives, the women and girls become
virtious and decent, a little church is
bujit and the whole sottlement is re-
volutionized. Then the man and bhis
wife, whose labours have been blessed of
God to this glorlous result, cease to be
residents of the district. They disappear,
byt they are gratefilly remembered, and
their fregnent visits afterward are fes-
tivals to be anticipated, enjoyed and re-
dllected with delight. Where do they
g0'? The Deople whom they havae served
so well do hot always know, dut if in-
Quiry Is made, they learn that the work
thgt has reen done among them 1s being
lone Wwith the same laborious effort and
the Same Joyful results In some other
settlement. NoO less than thirteen 1 in-
g3 persons have in this way been
brought into church membership and

bave joytully professed thelr faith in

Christ.  More than six thousand have
heard the Gospel and been brought under
Christlan {nfluences in church and Sun-
day-school. This, In a thinly settled
country, where moans of communieation
are: few and precarlous, {8 u stupendous
work for one man to have accomplished,
involving almost inconcejvable labour and
hardstip.

The instrument God has used for the
achievoments of this enormous undertak-
ing scemed to human eyes a very unsuit-
able one. 'With lttle education, no col-
lege training and no preparatory study,
he took up the work, moved by faith and
love; and by simple brotherly aftection
and quiet, unobtrusive helpfulness, heo
won the good-will of the people in onc
scctlon after another and led them to
Christ. The word of call and §nspiration
was as simple as it was effectual. In
the year 1860 thers appeare. in a Cana-
dian journal a letter signed “ Edward

, White,” in which the writer dwelt on th:

urgent neced of the country. * Thou-
sands of young men,” he sald, " arz com-
ing to British Columbia seeking gold,
but where are the young men whom we
need to consecrate their youth and
strengih o the preaching of the Gospel
tn the miners and the Indians ?”

It was a deplorable plcture that he
drew of the conditlon of these people.
They were leading lives of practical
heathenism, the miners careless, dissolute
and depraved, and the Indians sacrificing
the sacred ties of fatherhood and brother-
hood in pandering to the vices of the
white sgettlers, and squandering the poor
proceeds in selt-indulgence. 1t was an
awful circle of mutual corruption, vice,
and degradation. Who was there with
falth in God snd conviction in his soul of
the purifylng and elevating power of the
Gospel, who would go and preach it and
llve It among them ? It was like asking
for volunteers for a forlorn hope, or for
missionaries for some benighted islanad
of the South Seas, with the added difft-
culty tbat some of those to whom it was
proposed to send the Gospel were back-
sliders from Cbristian.lands.

suu can repay it, do; it not, 1 shall never
ask you for it.” He took the money, and
going to his room, he knelt down and
thanked God for it, and sald that hence-
forth his whole life was given up to hlm.

‘The matter waa settled there and then.
All attempts to dissuade him {rom ac en-
terprire that scemed to the worldly mind
profitless and foolhardy, failed. IHis om-
ployer was the first to assail him.
“ What are thesc people to you?" he
asked. “ They arc savages; they will
kill you and eat you, Don't be qulxotic;
stay with us; you have done well and may
do better. }eep on with your work, and
from to-day we will doubie your wages."”
Tom had but one answer for tho kindly

‘tanner . he had promised Gou and he

must go. At home the trial was harder.
1he father could not sce the call In the
light that Tom saw it, his mother wept
over her boy and declared that ahe could
not gpare him. There was a midnight
otena that is still fresh in his memory,
when father and mauther buth listened to
Lis story of the call and the consecration,
and lamented over him as one given over
to death. * I cannot be happy it I don't
go,” Tom sald. Tken his mother an-
swered with a voice broken by sobs,
*Well, then, my hoy, go, and God bless
you.” Hundreds of times in atter years,
on storm-tossed seéas and lonely desert
places, in the solemn night hours, Mr.
Crosby declares, the echo of those words
fell on his cars encoursging bim aad
stimulating him. Tho ejaculatory prayer
was heard and sbundantly answered.
God has blessed him.

Setting out alone on his perilous enter-
prise, with no promise of support {rom
any churcihh or soclety, he made his way
to Victoria, British Columbia, where he
arrived April 11, 1862. He was anxious
to enter on his work unhampered by an
obligation, so he a.ayed there working
with his hands until he had earned
enough money to repay his brother’s loan.
The time was not lost; he gained much
knowledge of the field, and he gained
strength in lonely communion with God.
It was the period of solitude which gen-

AIS3TON STEAM-TACHT ‘‘GLAD vIDINCS.

We do not know how many read that
appeal frum Edward White, but we kouw
that one young man read it and could not
forget it. Thomas Crosby was then
twenty years 0id. Four years before, he
had come from an English village to
Woodatock with his father, mother aad
brothers, and had settled here. The
tamily was poor, and the father's ven-

MR8, TIOMAS CROSBY.’

general unfitness; but Punshon overcame
them, declaring that Crosby had glvén
the best of all proofs of his fituesy In his
success.

Mr. Crosby remained in that fleld two
years longer, and then returned to Vic-
toria to report his success to the church
there, in the hope of getting some thor-
onghly organized work for reaching the
Indians commenced, Two of ths breth.
ron there, McKay and Mectiillon, were
deeply interested In his story and made
the cxperiment cf amisslon services irp
Victoria itself. ‘rhey hired g bar-room
on the corner of Government snd Fitz-
gerald Streots, and Crosby gladly
preached in it. Thore were plenty of
Indiang there who had come down frém
the nortk, with their squaws and daugh-
ters, to engage in thelr loatheoms trafilc.
A great work began In that bar-room,
and many of the people convertod during
those services, moro than twenty years
ago, sr¢ atill lving, and are leading
earnest, faithful, Christian lives.

During the next few monthsg, Nr.
Crosby went through Ontario, arcuelag
tho churches to the need of the work,
and awakening them by hia story of what
had already been, accomplished, and by
his testimony as the readincss of the
Indian to listen to the Gospel, to the duty
of supporting missionaries among them.
During that tour he incidentally awak-
ened in one of kis hearers another kind
of intercst, which finally became a very
close and personal one. He was married
to the daughter of the Rav. Jobn Doulbe,
and henceforth had a valuable helper in
his work.

On the conclusion of his tour, Mr.
Crosby kept his promise to the Indians
whom he had served at Victoria. A
Hudson’s Bay ship, safling to Alaska,

j exaliy procedes a life of cunbtotated work, y varried the messivnary and his wile tu

Moses and John the Bajptisl, and cven the
Master himself, prepared fur thelr jabouls
in retirement from thke world

About a jyear after his arrival at Vic-
toria, he went to Dr. Evans and tuld him
of hls purpose. As a practical prepara-
tion, Dr. Evans sent Lim to Nanalme,
Vancouver Island, to lcach the first In-

ture in farming, which at first promised , diao missiun s houl that bad been estab-

a brilliant snuccess, ended dlsastrously.

The boy must earn his owa living, acd Le ; and learned.

took the first opportunity. He went to
work in a tannery and was making his
way. In his seventeenth yecar he be-
came 8 member of the Methodist church

Ushed. There he laboured and taught
In s!x months be was able
to understand the Indian Flathead lan.
guage, and befo.s the first jear was out
Lte could preach in that tongue. Life be-
gan In carmest with that acqulsitivn, aud

) Fort Sumpsoun, abuut sev~nty milca from
| Mr. Duncans stauon at Metiakahts,
1 The converts of the Victoria =ork bad
i prepared the way for his coming, and Ms.
 Crushy was fccelved with open arma.
Alter a shurt time, a charch was organ-
{1zed and & buliding commenced.  Ms.
| Liusby with his own hands cut the tim-
uet, and the Indianas iabuused bard at the
vuiiding. The ekilled jabour was priwa
y lur chiefly by the Indians themaelvow,
%00, aithuugh they had v monoy,
uvrought furs, finges-rings, eaz-rings, and
surpiua biankets, and gave :hemm (reqls
t fur the buildisg fund. The cumpletiun

in Woodstock, and after a short time was { Crosby lost no oppurtunity of exerclsing { vl the church was the beginning of a

eppolnted & local preacher.
ward White's letter appeared tu de o per-
sonal call. He dwelt upun it, re-read it,
took {t to his room and gead It on hls
knees, and finally made an offer of him-
self In solemn consecration to God for
the work. That was al he could do, he
left (Le opening of the way to God. Two
days later he had an Iniimation that his
offer was accepted. Rls elder brother,
an unconverted man, spontaneously te-
moved ths only difficulty in the way by
offering him al! the money he needed.
“Take it &3 & loan, Tom,” be said; “it

his schoul, preacking ike Guspel in the
Irdian huts and tents and In the open alr,
and living with the Indians as une of
themselves. Soon it was necessary to
bulld a church at Chilliwhak. There,

to his great delijght, he receslved a visit

from Dr. Punalon, who preached in the
new church. Learning thal ke bad nat
been ordalned, Dr. Punshon surprised
him by proposing to confer ordination
upon kim. Crosby had scruples on ac-
count of hia lack of a votlege education,
0% his lack of theological training, and

To Lhim Ed- | {t. He juurney in all directiuns from { wonderful work of grace, which spresd w

distant piaces. The peuple whu came tou
| Fort Slmpson and heard the Guapel went
{ bumne, and suud A.:s8ages came from them
jw Mr. Crosby, begging him to visit them,
{ He weat tw Queen Cbarloue Sound.
where there was a simiiar iugathering of
i suuls, thence lu Beiia Beila, to Bela
t Covia and 1o many other p.aces, In each
{ setticment he semaincd preaching and
teaching unui a «<batth was organised
an’% be could safc.y pruceed W a pew
cld.
_The extremitles of this chair of mis-



