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LITERARY NOTICES.

Tne Existence or otuer Wonrups, PEOPLED
wiTit LIvine Axp INTELLIGENT Beixes, deduced
Jrom the Nature of the Universe.  To which is
alded, Madern Discoverics and Times contrasted
tath the state of knowledge of the ancient Egyp-
tuns., By Avexaxper Corrasy, Esq.y Advo-
cates  London: 1831 pp. 210.

‘Tur respected author of this interesting and
entertaining work, who, on account of his pious
and ingenious writings, is worthy to be designa-
ted a Christian philosopher; a few years since
removed with his family from Scotland to this
country, and having purchased a tract of land near
the village of Huntingdon, is now employed in
cultivating his farm, and at the same time pursu-
iny lus favourite studies in that rural retreat,
where, under his hospitable soof, his fricnds meet
a heatty welcome, and are gratified and instruet-
el by his enlightened conversation.

‘The question of @ plurality of worlds has long
been a subject of ingenious speculation. That
there are other worlls—other habitable and inha-
bited globes like our eatth, has, by some of the
tnost powetful minds, been conswdered highly pro-
bable. The argument, of course, is analogical;
deawnstration is impossible, unless, indeed, in tlus
aze of scientitic discovery and improvement, the
pawer of the telescope should be so immensely
acreased, as to render the planetary inhabitants
aud their dwellings visible to the eyc of the ob-
searver. Divane revelationissilent on the subject,
though some passages of scripture are considered
t» be fivourable to the opinion.  Among the wri-
tetsy divines and philosophers, whom the author
ciles in support of his views, are FONTENELLE,
Stensy, Lord Borasusroke, DEriasy, Waistoy,
CoxiBEAR, Professor Covraxn, WnewrLl, Hen-
scHEL, CuaLMess, Suanon Tonser, Greic, Bi-
shops Patrick and Portrous: who all concur in
helieving the probatality of the planets bemng the
abodes of animated and intelligent beings. We
have room only for one extract; in tlus, howe-
ver, the author has compressed s entire argn-
ment from analogy i—

¢ The telescope shows us that in all the great
material yoints, the planets resemble the carth.
‘I'ley all tevolve ronnd the sun, and round their
axes, as the earth does, by which they must have
day and pigut, summer and winter. “They scem,
like our globe, to have spots, reficcting the light
difterently, as proceeding from mountains, valleys,
and plains.  They are suzrounded by atmospheres,
and, as far as we can discern, are siinilar to the
hall we inhabit, in as far asis necessary to support
life, although, like all the works of the Almighty
Creator, each having features Jdifering from ano-
ther.  If wenerely knew that they were of a
size equal to the eaithy or lasger, it would be the
most natural supposition, that they were formed
for the same purpose ; but when we have disco-
vered so many similar points of resemblance, the
inference is unavoidable. Iznorance may con-
clude that the stars were created in vain, or for
no great end, proportioned to their relalive im-
pottance in the universe; but when the pious and
scientific ohserver of nature discovers them to be
of such enormous magnitude, and the planets of
our system so like the earth in many respects, he
must censider their utter desolation as inconsist-
ent with intelligence and evident marks of design
which the Crealor has shown in such boundless
profusion in this world,  If every part upon earth
is so constit~’ed as to suppost life in some sort of
animals, skt we tefuse to enterfain the reasona-
ble idea, thal the numbeiless zlobes around us,
and, more particularly, cur fellow-planets, have
been also frmed in some degree for a similar pur-
pose. By moving round on its imaginary axis,
every patt of our globe is, in its tutn, exposed to
the beneficial influence of the sun.  Even the in-
terval of darkness which cach region experiences
1s not without its use to us.  All living things on
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catth, animal as well as vegetable, have need of
tepose at regular periods from the exertions which
they undergo generally during the day. Lvery
vegetable may be said to sleep in the absence of
the sun, though some are seen to do so more visi-
bly than others, Some fold up their leaves and
blossoms at night 3 and, speaking geaerally, the
want of light is the natural signal for creatures to
take their repose. Nature, however, with that
amazing diversity in contrivance whichshe seems
to love to display in all her works, has suited some
classes of animals for activity in the light of day,
but others in darkness, or rather in lesser degrees
of light. For our present illustration, it is sufli-
cient to point out that some require the light of
the sun, and some that of the moon, which the
motions of the carth procure them.

¢ Now,when we see the same great and benevo-
lent contrivance in the plancts, ate we not to in-
fer, that, with them, it answers a similar p'xq'\ose
ason carth. Can we cradit that they tum like
this globe, but for no shch end?  The similitude
holds still further. Somec of them atso vevelve
obligucly, but being inclined to the plane of their
ecliptic, and thus must have a change of seasons,
and their surfaces must be therefore adapted from
different degrees of heat, to the subsistence of va-
tious kinds of animal and vegetable productions,
as with us.  When we sce planets attended by
moons, shall we not suppose these meant for a
like use as our own? 1 may here point out a
strong argument for their being inhabited, found-
cd on the evident means of enlightening them ac-
cording to their distance from the sun, which is
almost demonstrable proof on this question. Those
lanets which a'e nearer the sun than the earth
1s, have no moons that we can discern, but they
may probably require less reflected light than we
do, from their being immersed in more concen-
traled and direct light, which, radiatinz from the
sun as a centre, is of course densest the nearcr
to that centre : their atmospheres also may refract
it more, which would prolonz 2 strong twilizht
appearance to them, 'There is teason to believe
that the planet Mars— theone immediately beyond
us—has a very dense atmosphere, and thus, these
three, although unprovided with a mcon, may
have sufficient light on their parls which are tum-
ed from the sun.  Bat those great vlanets beyond
Mars have cach several moons ; Jupiter having
four; Saturn, seven; and Uranus, or the most
distant planet,) six: all which must contribute
light to them, winle, owing to their vast distan-
¢t rom the sun, they might otherwise be defi-
cient init. Onc of them has also two immense
broad flat rings, (at somne distance from its body,)
which must receive and reflect to its surface a
great portion of light, which would otherwise go
past. It is far from 1mpossible that the two pla-
nets nearest the sun, Mercury and Venus, have a
moon cach, or some contrivance similar to the
aurora borcalis, to illumine their lishts; but the
earth, as the planet in the third place of the sys-
tem of planets, has a moon, one greal use of which
is to receive the sun’s light, and reflect it upon
those parts of the earth on which thesun does not
shine “directly, and this by a wonderfully-con-
trived rotary motion in the earth as well as in the
moon. No person dishelieves that one purpose of
our moon was to contribute light to the earth in
the absence of the sun—the contrivance istoo ap-
patent to be doubted for a moment, even if the
Scuptures had not remarked it 5 and shall we then
discredit the idez, that exactly similar bodies, (in
as far as we can see,) when circling round other
planets, are intended to answer a similar putpose
to them as our moon does tous? It can indeed
be demonstrated that they must reflect a conside-
rable quantity of light on the planets to which
they belong 5 and can we, cansistent with com-
mon scnse, think that this light is meant only to
shine on uninhabited solitudes, where there are
no cyes to be benefited by their hght? No!
Such inferences of their usclessness would be ab-
surd, for they too clearly indicate the contrary,
to leave room for our fancying that they enlight-
en nothing which can he the better of their rays.
That the moons and rings sound Saturn, for ex-
ample, are for the purpose, and actually will re-
flect lizht on his surface, can no more be doubted,
than that our moon doces so on the earth, or that
this is done for the sake of living creatures, capa-
ble of secing it. The design, therefore, from
which procecded these contrivances for giving the

as their distance from the sun permits them to re-
ceite less and less direct light, as evidently shows
and even proves a putposc or end to be answered,
as the construction of the eyes of all animals which
prey in the night, enables ther , whenever they
choose, to adinit a greater quantity of light by a
capability of withdrawing a greater portion of the
itis than usualy while those creatures which are
cxposcd to a bright light, are able to contract tha
pupil of their eyes to a mere point,

.“To suppose that the stars were made only to
give a faint ghmmering light to the inhabitants
of our globe, must bespeak a very unworthy opi-
nion of the divine wisdom-—for many of the stars
are so far from benefiting us, that they cannot be
seen ‘vithout the aid of 2 telescope ; and the De-
1ty, by an infinitely less excition of creative pow-
er, could have given our earth far greater light
by only one additional moon. Every star is un-
doubtedly the centre of a magnificent system of
worlds, as our own sun is, Thus, the greatness
of God is magnilied, and the grandeur of his em-
pire made manifest. He is not glorified on one
carth, or in one world 2lone, bul%n ten thousan)
times ten thousand.”?

The work is writlen in a pleasing style, and is
for sale at the book store of Aumour & Ramsay.

Tut Ductrines or Mopsny Gronocy REFUTED,
in a Discourse on Exodus ax. 11 By A. J.
Winniamson, ‘Toronto: 1811,

Tuw wiiter of the above T'ract appears to have
been influenced in its composition by a commend-
able zeal for the interests of revealed truth, and
2 w.sh o defend the cosmogony and_chronology
of Mosgs in the first chapter of Genes:s, against
the theories of modern geologists, who, rejecting
the ancient and popular interpretation of that
chapter, suppose a succession of creations—suc—
cessive races of plants, and gencrations of ani-
mals, to have pre-eaisted the work of creation
described by Moskes.

Mr. W. confines himself principally to an exa-
mination of a Lecture by Dr. Pye Swvitu, ¢« Qa
the relation between the Holy Scriptures and some
parts of Geological Science.”  He speaks of hav-
ing given that work an ¢ extremely hunied but
attentive perusal,’® and promises, that should an-
other edition of his Tract be called for, that it
shall be ¢ re-written ;7 with a view, we presume,
to amore careful and extensive consideration of
the subject. Before, however, he writes again,
we would reccommend the author to consult the
geological works of Professor Buekraxp and My,
GraxviLe Pexy, and especially  The Truths
of Revelation Demonstrated by an appeal to Ex-
isting Monuments, &c. By John Murray, £.5.A.,
&ec.”? He will then be better prepared to under-
take the task of refuting ¢ Doctrines,” which,
however novel and anti-scriptural they may ap-
pear to be, have the support of men eminent in
science, and firm believers in divine revelation.

CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

Tuts useful, and extensively circulated month-
ly publication, appears this month greatly im-
proved in appearance and size, contuning sixteen
pages instead of eight, with a stitched cover, up-
on which will be found notices and advertise-
ments, the proceeds of which, ate to assist in de-
fraying the additional expense. ‘The journal is
now devoled to three objects—TrMreRaNcE,
AGRICULTURE, and Epvcation, and is, therefore,
calculated to promote some of the most vital infe-
rests of the country. The oYjects proposed by the
diffusion of this work, are woithy of the most en-
lightened philanthropy ; and while the conductors
of it secky in the spint of Chustian charity and
candour, to attain these objects, we shall rejoice in
the most extensive and triumphant success with
which their efforls can be crowned. Itis publish-
ed at the very low price of 2s. 6d. per annum, and

planetary bodics mosc reflected light in proporlion

already has a circulation of about 6,000 copics.



