
,when she went stravaugritig among sic aew.
Mrliat crauld have tempted ony woman, not an
cligible candidate for Bcdlam, to vîsît an out-
landislh place like; that ?

Tur DoCTo.-Probably because it iva out-
landish ! She tellg us in lhcr prefitce "Iceland
was a country where 1 hoped to behold nature,
under an aspect entirely new and peculiar."

Tur SQuuiaýN.-By the curling tongs, -ind
tootli-brush of Venus, the fair sex are tic samie
ail the wvorld over! .Nûvelty is the fuel which
gets Up tlîeir steamn! A new print, a new silk,
a necw trinket, or a new country have each and
ail thecir peculiar attractions for the Ilswectness
of our existence!1" ]3less them!

TuaMAoR- should opine, that if MNrs.
Pleiffer be a woman of sense and observation,
hier volume would be replete withi interest.
Iceland is to the million very niucli a terra
incoqiita..
Top. DOCTOR-YOU will notbe disappointedby

a perusal of the book under consideration.
Bating lier locomotive farore, Madam, I sec,
possesses no small modicuin of mother-wit,
and uses botli lier eyes anud lier brains to sub-
stantial purpose. For myseif, at least I can
testify that her journal lias g-iven me a more
dermnite and distinct idea of the plysical and
moral features of Iceland than 1 prce iously
could boast.

TUE, LiniD.-Let the honest wonan, speak
for hiersel', Doctor, an' it please you 1 Let's
bear what she's got to say !

Tua DocToit.-lere follows Mrs. Pfeiffcrs
description of Hiavenfiord, the first spot of
Iceland upon which she placed foot:

Tîxe woodeu bouses, oceupicd by the merchants
or their factors, are of a single story, witlî five or
ii windowsin front; a Iowy lliglit of stops leads
to au entrance, iui the centre of the building, which
opens iuuto a vestibule, with two doors commuuuiica-
ting with the roinus to tue riglit aud left. In the
rear is the kiteben, and the courtyard is heyond.
Such a bouse contains four or five rons on the
grouuid floor, aud a fewv suxall chambers under the
roof.

The arrangrements arc cntirely Eîuropean; the
furniture, a great deal of whiclî is mahogany, is
ail brought froni Copenhagen, as well as the mnir-
rors, aud the cast-irou stores. IThudsomne ruga
are sprcad in front of the sofas, neat curtains bang
before the windows; the whitewaslued walls are
ornamented with English engramvinga, aud china,
silver, out-lass, &c., are displayed upon the cliests
or corner-tables. The rooms are scentcd with
roses, inignionette, and piuuks, and I even saw one
piano-forte bore. Any person who should sud-
dciuly be set downm in a bouse like this, without
h ving madc the jouurney, -would be sure to imagine
lîimself in some town on the continent of Europe,
and not in that distant region of poverty and bar-
renness, the island of Icelaud. I found thc habita-
tions of the easy classes in Reikjavick, aud the
other places 1 visited in tîuis country, exactly si-
railar to thoso in ilavenfiord. I next cntered
somne of tluc Iuts, wluieb 1 found to bc decidedly
miore Icelandie. They are sniaîl and loiv, built of
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lava blgqcks, filled in with earth, the whc>le sodded
over with grass, auud tlîey nuight easily be isitaken
for natural elevations in tbe grouid, if the Wvood-
eu ehimuceys, tlîe low doors, and alnuiost iuuipercep-
tible windows, did not betray that thiey were ton-
auted by lîumau beings. A dark and narrow
passage, not more thia four feet high, leads on
one hand to the diwelliiu-rioouu, and on the other
to the store-rooun, wlhere the provisions are kept,
whicli i.s also used in wintcr to stable thec cows auîd
slîeep. The fire place us generadly at the end of
tlis passage, wl ich is purposely built s0 low ia
order to exclude thîe cold. The wyalls and floors
of thIese buts are not boarded; the dwelling-rooms
are barely large enougli to sleep in, aud perhapg
to, turu round; the %vduole furniture consists of the
bedsteads, witlî a very scauty supply of beddiuug,
a sunaîl table, and a few chcsts; tîxe latter are uised
for seats as welI as the beds. Polos are fastened
in tîxe walls to, whicbi clothes, sluoes aud stockings,
aud othier tluings of that kiud are suspeuuded; aud
a little shelf, with a few books on it, is geuerally
found incdi but. No stores are needed in tlies
crowded rooîus, wluiclî are sufficiently lîeated by
the warmith of their numerous inînates.

There are also polos lin the fureplaces to hing up
the wet clotlaing aud dry the fisli. The sinoke
often spreads itself over the' room aud finds its
way very slowly out of the air-lioles. Tîsere is no
wood for fuel in tle -thlole islaud. The nIiuniport
it from Norway aud Deumark, and tbe poor barn
turf, to, whieli thiey oftcn add fisli-bouies or fat,
and a most offensive sunoke proceeds froai this dis-
;gustiug offal.

On enteriuîg one of these hovels, it is impossible
to say wbieli is the worst, thec suuffocating sunoke of
the passaige, or the stifling air of tlue muner room,
poisoned with the perspiration and uncleaulinesa
o? so many persons. 1 amn per.quadod tbat the
horrible cruptions so conimon anuong the Icelaad-
crs, are more to be attributed to their unparalleled
filtliiness tîxan to thîe climiate or thoir peculiar food.

In rny distant travels tluroughout, the country, I
folind tbe liuts of the peasantry every where
equally dirty and miscrable. 0f course I do xiot
mean to, say there were no exceptions, for even
hiere a fow nich peasants oan wrell aiford to lire ini
greater counfort, according to their means and
inclinations. But to my notion, wc should judge
o? the habits o? a people by the mass, and notby
thxe fcw, as many travellers are in the habit of do-
i ng; and very rare iudeed were the examples of
eleauuliness 'which I Saw.

ilarenfiord is suurrotundcd by a most beauitiful
snd pieturesque field of lava, which nt first swelle
to a geutle eineuce, then sinks again, and finally
stretcbes in one wide plain to tîxe neigluboring
hbis. The different masses, blaek aud bare, arise
in the nxost varied shapes, to the heighlt of ton or
fifteen feet, assume the figures o? wvalls, pillars,
grottoos and excavations, over ivhich large lerel
picces will often unakec a natural bridge; tlue whole
foruaed by blockis of congealed lava, which in
some places are covered to thieirsumits! with grass
and moss, preseuting that del usive appearance of
stunted trees which I saw fromn the sluip. The
horss, sheep, and covs seramble about in tiiese
fields, iind'ustriouslv soekriag ont every sunaîl green
'spot; and 1 myseîf ivas neyer wcarv with scrain-


