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"Ucaven, but he that dooth the will of spocial aignificanco ; any other numbers*his talent was in proportion fo hiajthe marginal readings we find that four
y My Father who iain Heaven.” ' Thero- ' might just as well bo used, We nro!ability. but ho digged in tho carth and : out of tho ten read **oprvs Nor” or

of Christ; and pleads for tho union of ' B8R that built his houso upon a rock.” [able, and cspeciatly tho talont on the [ringing with doom, Alas| too many in

all beliovers in the Lord Jesus in har- " Bu yo doers of the word, and not : Disclples oftodayt Wo olten hear it: the church to.day sro hiding their!

mony with his own prayer reconded in hearers only, decciving your ownieaid that o bLrother has a talent forl:(nl(-nts, nllowing their opportunitics,
tho soventoenth chapter of John, and 1eclves.”  Jamea soys, respecting thoso “epeaking, onother for praying, ete., and {as golden as tho hours, to go unheeded,
on tho basis ect forth by tho Apostle! who hear and do not: * Ho is liko a (that these talents aro to bo improved ;land to Lo lost forover. We can no
tho talenty, in most cases, aro made to ' moro call tham back than wo can call a1 30-31 in ditobeyed, and vorzo 32 has

Paul in tho following terms: '“I thero-
fovo, tho prisoncr in tho Lotd, Lesecch
you to walk worthily of tho calling
whorewith yo were called, with all low.
liness and meckness, with long sulfor.
ing, forbearing one anothior in lovo;
giving diligenco to keep thounity of tho
Spirit in tho bond of peacs. Thero i
ono body and ono Spirit, ovenasalsoyo
woro called in ono hopo of your enlling ;
one Lord, ono faith, ono baptisra, onc
God and Father of all, who is overall,
and through ali, and in all."=Eph. iv,
1-G.

“Take heed what you Hear
‘Take heed how you Hear"
MARK AND LUKR.

‘t Faith comoth Ly hearing and hear.
ing by tho word of God.” Thoorder is,
first, hoaring, socond, belioving, third,
cternal life, which is accured by a
“ faithful continuance in well.-doing.”
Hearing, seripturally considered, means
vastly moro than & mero Aesent to tha
historical records prosented by the
sacred writers, [t ia possible to hear
without having any perceptible impres.
sion loft upon the mind of the hearer;
henco tho Apostlo says: ' Wocught to
give the more earnocst heed to the things
wo have heard leat wo drift away.”
Hearing, therefore, in a seriptural
scnee, means to earnostly ¢ Leed "—to
receive the ingrafted word which James
saye i3 ablo to save tho soul. Hearing,
then, evidently implies a hearty recop-
tion of all God has sald to us or about
us, sesing Ho has, in this last age,
apoken by his Son; and Jesus saye:
' Ho that heareth My word and beliov-
eth on Him that eont Mo hath eternal
lita” In the Revelation we havo this
Loautiful scripture ; “ Behold, T atand
at the door and knock—if any man
hear my voice and open tho door, I will
como in and sup with him and he with
M The writer of tho Hebrow lotier
says of a class to whom tho Gospel was
preached, it did not profit them, not
being mixed with faith in them that
heard it.  * The Qoapol is the power
of Ged unto salvation to overyono that
belicveth,” If you do notb beliovo it,
howover true, it will havo no power
upon you, Tho word of God is **living
and powerful,” but still the Saviour
aays : * According to your faith bo it
unto you” Tho most important mes.
sage, thoogh flashed over tho wire, falls
powerlees on your ear if you do not
believo it,  But what about the tele
gram that bLrings the aad news of the
death of ono who is very dear to youl
You say: “ Il I accept tho niessago as
true, I feol thero is & power—an al
most irresistiblo power in the short
sentenco 1 * Your son, your daughter,
oryour friomlisdead.'” Thero inapower
in words, when believed. Let thoso
who aro engaged in preaching thoever-
lasting Gospel pray that thoy may *'so
speak that many msy believe™ ¢ Not
.8very ono that saith unto Me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into tho kingdom of

‘man beholding his natural facoin a
: glass—he goea his way and forgots what
imanner of man ho waw! May God
'save us fromn cold indifferenco about
eternal things,  If oternal lifo deponds
jupon * what wo hear,” or “how wol
hear,” and upon what we beliovo and

what wo do—it is of tho utmost im.

portunco and of cternal intercet to ua
to ' give tho more carneat heed to tho
things v¢ have heard, lest wo drift:
away.” I meon the things which Qod
has spoken to us by Ilis Son. *This
is lifo oternal,” eaid our Lard, ¥ to know
Theo and Josus Christ, whom Thou
hath sent,”  Paul to tho Philippisus
gaye: “'That I may know Him and |
the power of Ilin resurrcction, and the
fellowship of 1lis suffuring being made
conformablo unto hia death.” * Faith
comoth by hearing,” and tho faith!
thus produced by giving tho more
earncat heed (o the thingu’ which God
has spoken to us by HinSon, will bring

tho ainner to repentanco and roforum-i
tion of life. Hence, to bellove in God

sod his Son, Jcsus Christ, {» not’
nuerely:to accupt>tho evidenco-concerns
ing Him himorically, but to bebrought
into direct contact with Him—to be
mado partakers of the divino nature
To think of Jesus 0 one whom we
know—*This la lifo oternal to know
Thes, ete.”” To beliove in Christ, then,
in a acriptural eonso is to reccive Ilim
inall Hisoffices, and in all His prrsonal
glory, To trust Hiw in all tho rela-
tions Hosuatains to us as our prophet,
priest and king. To Lehold Him an ocur
only hope and refuge, the Lord our
righteousncae, It will bo readily per.
ceivod by the foregoing that heariug in
a scriptural sonso implies faith, and
that tho faith of the Goapel will lead
to rapentance, obedicnee, reconciliation,
yes, completo sanctification. ' 1f you
do theso things you shall nevor fall”
“ Ho that hath cars to hear fet him

hear.” H, Browy,
Ridgetown, Nov. 1, '91.

—

The Parable of the Talents.

Thia parablo is probally ono of the
most familiar to the diligent Bible stu.
dent.  Tho preacher usea it ofton asa
favorito themo. Ita fulness issurpassod
only by its simplicity. To sinner and
saint nlike ita ndaptability isincompar.
able. Ho who would find ita treasurocs
wust soarch cagerly; for, liko manj
other passagos of aeripture, this “ grows
the more by reaping.” et us atudy it
o abort time, in an introductory way,
for at Lest all that can bo said is morely
a door of entrance, a prolude, a begin.
ning,

The man travelling into s far country
is tho Master ; His return will bo after
His medatorial roign shall end ; tho ser-
vaola aro the Disciples, To tho ser.
vauls weee intrastod Yalents o Lo in.
creased by profitablo uso, and each waa
to bo ' rowarded according to hin work,”
Tho numbers five, two, one, have no

refer to natural ability, i

Ne w, whilo it la true that the word i
talent, by tho accommodation of apecch,
has cotne to mean a apecial gift in somo
particular line, yot tho interprotation
aof the parable as Lriefly given above. .
which is tho commonly received render |
ing of it, whils truoin part, obscures ori
omits entirely the real application of it
to thoso who have lived sineo the
Saviour's timo ; for it ia possiblo that a
nan nay improve hia talonts or natural
abilitics to tho utmost without doing
goed to any, thereby occupying the
double position «f tho fivo and one!
talent man. The owiesion of tho dis-;
tinction an 1aid down in tho text de.’
prives tho parable of its truo meaning.
Now, let 100 say, that the falents are
not our abilities » for in the toxt talents,
not abilities, were given. Ile gave to
every man  aceording fo  hie sereral
ability, ara tho words'used, Thonume
ber of talents given depended on the
extent of tho ability of each. Tho man
with the most repaived fivo talenty and
tho stbors' wore Entriaiod connnansurate
with their ability, Fveryone in tho
kingdom has abilities, and thoso who
have not aro not fit subjects of it, Al
havo talentsjustas certainly asthoy havo
abilities. Let no ono say they have no
talent, and sre, thereforo, as doad
branchesonaliving tree, Abilities come
by naturo, talents by gro o, \When the
Master ealls usinto ITis service tho poor-
est as wellag tho richest in natural at.!
tainments can find ' talent” all nlong
theirrespectivolinea. Bearinmind, how.
ever, that tho talent and ability are no
way synonymous, tho former ia some.
toing eapablo of improvement ; tho Iat-
tor boing tho power of improving the
talent. This distinction must bo cous
stantly kept beforo ue, or wo wiil con.

soul from the other world, How great
aro our responsibilities] Why stand

Iyo bore all the day idlo1” — £. B, B,

Rovwmanville, in St. John Christian,
When has a Person Eternal
Lifet

Jesus answers, ¢ Ho that bLeliovoth
on tho Son hath eternal lifo ; and ho
that beliovoth not tho Son shall not see

foro whosoover Aeareth theso sayings of well acquainted with the talents of tho ' hid his Lord’s moneoy, ' Thou wicked }dl’:obedient—lcaving but six out of the

' H . 1 4
is dovoted ta the furihorancoof the Goespol | Mino and doeth them, ahall bo liko o, parable, but what bearing has the par-jand slothful servant,' fell upon his cars

sixtoen favoring tho translation by any
form of tho verb believe.

The American Dible Union follows
clogsely tho common Euglish version
with the exception of Acts xvil, 5—
believatk not is omitted snd Rom. xi.

dirobediznee.

The Living Oracles—a tzanslation of
tho Now Testament from the original
Greok—by Doctors (. Campbell, James
Macknight and Philip Doddzidgo—snd
rovised by A. Campball—gives some
[ form of the word delieve with the neg-
stive in tho five following passagen—
Acts xiv, 2, xvii, 5, zix, 9, Hob. iii. 18,
xi. 31, In ten others is found “ dis-
obedisncs” or obeys nol=—and in John

lito ; but tho wrath of Glod abideth on . jii, 36 it reads—Me who rejecte tha Son

him."  John iii. 36,
Now certain schools of theology huve
taught—taking this answer as au.

shall not sce life.
Tho * rovised version™ givex Wity
| 0UT EXCEPTION somo form of tho word

thority—that oternal lito ina gitt of God |« piaonry,” So that John iii. 36 reads:

immediately Lestowed upon the person
belioving prior to any act of obedience,
Let us oo if wo ¢an find out the mcan-
ing of tho tern: or terms hero used by
tho Saviour and transtated ' belisveth
not,” then wo shall know what the

: Saviour meant when using * beliereth v

a8 tho condition of ctornal life.

Tho world employed Ly the Saviour
aud translated *¢ beliaveth not" occurs
gamo cixtoen or seventeen times in the
NWow Testamiont. 'Thoword i Apeithee,
but in King James' translation is not
uniformly translated, afact which will be
apparent as wo proceed.  In the follow.
ing places tho word (or some form of
it) used by tho Saviour in Jobn iii. 35,
can be found ; the italicizod words and
tho various translations of this word,

(1), He that < believeth not” tho
Son shall not see life. John iii. 36,

(2). But the " unneLIRTING"” Jows
sticred up tho Gentiles, Acts xiv. 2,

(3). Butthe Jows which “ pruIRVED
NoT.” Acts xvii, 0,

{4) When divers were hardenad and
‘ DELIEYRD ¥OT.""  Acts xix. 9.

{5} Do xor onky the truth, Rom.i

ii 8

;1o that bLelievolh on the Son hath
{cternal lifo, but ho that odeyeth not the
iSon ghall not seo life—but the wrath
of Uod abideth on him. Aecording to
tho evidence befora us and mueh more
at our command, wo aro justified in
ssying that & man receives eternal lifs
when he onrys the Son and not defors.
And to this agreeth the words of the
inspired wrriter, ** And being mado per.
fect Ile (tho Saviour) beeame tho author
ol oternal salvation (or eternsl life)
unto all them that oboy him, Ieb. v,
9.=7" II. C., tn St John Christian,

Bitterness of Unbelief.

Mr. Renan, the brilliant French
author and infidel, in his youth was
gladdoned by the hopo aud joy of re.
ligious faith. He grew wiso, howsver,
with that wisdom of men whioh is fool-
ichnoss with God, and turning from
:the Broead of Life profers to broak his
teoth againat a etone. \VWhat a hymn
of dospair ia tho following ultorance of
this:—

i “Wo are living on tho perfotny of
' an ocmply vase. Qur ohildren will hiave

found things that difler, and thereby bo:  (6) All day long T have stretehed , 0 livo in tho shadow of a shadow.

confused.

Whatover may bo tho real significa-
tion of the talent, and {t may be many
things, yet to my mind talents are our
opportunities for doing good Certainly
theso aro always in proportion to our
abilitics. By improving thom as they
como to us by the momenta or tho hours
wo havo great roward, Theso aro our
Master's treasures, and 8o they appear |
for tho first time, rugged, crude, naked,
thoy may not carry with them any
vatue, but when we improve them,
teanaform them by the power of a
single act, thoy may have the worth of
shining, glittering gold, Ttis by so
doing that wo Iay up treasures in hea-
ven, Opportunitics and abilitiea nre’
the Christian’s stock-in-trade, and as
wo uso ono upon tho other today we
gsin promise for the morrow. To tho
man with the most taleats, and tho inan !
with the least, the ¢ well done ”* will Le
gaid, They both did their beat, and
that is all the Master expects,. We
nover do our best, however, until we
do our all. Tho man with one talent
might havo had said to him well done,

forth my hands unto a * p13ONEDIENT.”
Rom. x 21,

(*} In timoa past have " NOT nE&
tievkp” God. Rom. xi. 30.

{8) Even so bave theso " Nor BR
Lizvep,” Rom. xi. 31,

{9). Ged hath concluded them all in
*“yueercter,” Row. xi. 32

{10}. May be delivered from thom
that do “xor BRLIRVE"” Rom. xv. 31.

{11). To whom sware He ... to
them that nrLIRvED Mot  Hob. iii. 18.

(12). Rahab perishod not with them
that nruaevep wor.  [leb, xi. 31,

(13). Which stumblo at the Word
Leing pisoneDirxt, 1 Peter il. 8,

{14}. Itacy *“ongy xor” the Word,
1 Peter iii. 1,

(15). Which sometimes woro *pis.:

onkmest,” 1 Peter i, 20.

{1G). End be of them that ¢ onry
sor'" the gospel of God. 1 Poter i,

[

In the (foregeing we notico that
Apeitheo s translated ten times by
“delieveth not—not believed—or un.
bsllover "—tho remaining six by ** obeys
not " or " ditobedient,”” In examining

t Their childron, I fear, will have to
subsist on something less.”

This ia only surpassed in awfal sad.
ness by the exclamation of thelamonted
Professor (lifford, out of tho Egyptian
midnight of his professed atheism :~—

* Woliavo seon the spring sun shine
out of an ompty heavon to light up a
soulless earth ; wo havo folt with utter
lonoliness that tho Great Corapanion
is dead 1"

8aid the great Amorican apostle of
infidelily, standivg boside tho coffin
of his brother :—

* Lifo is & narrow valo between the

| cold and barren peaks of twe otornities,

Wo strivo in vain to look boyond the
heiglils, W cry aloud and tho ouly
anewer is tho ccho of a wailing ery.”
“Without God” man has “no
hope; " lio is a fragmont of & brokon.
up universo, and thoro. is no one to
put Lim in the plsco where ho belongs,
But when ho knowa tho Lord then ho

finds & Fathior, a Saviour, a Comforior
and a Friend, and his lifo finds ils
axis, and moves in harmonious order
undor tho goidance of tho gracious
and ever-watebful providence of God.
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