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sceee t0 lier a very paradise on eartlh.
More than a tnonîli passed, and neithier

Babette nor the: old grra ndfather reîurned
ta tht couafre.

I wonder wliy the little one lias never
corne near us ? " said Nation one inorning,
as shec set the lieavy beer-jug on the table.

H-e said lie lived ini the Cour Blanche.
I dare s.-y one could easily ftnd Iiiii,"
observed P'aul Ovenbeck.

So Paul went out one day-it was Sun-
day, and lie had part of UIl afiernoon
free-to look for J3abette in the Cour
Blanche.

'Babet and tic Père Noquette ?
said a cobbler, tie first person to whîonî
Paul addresscd limself. II Xes. I knew
tiienii well. A brave fellow was lère
Noquette. I-e is dead, lie died a nionîh

And the clîild Pe
"The Sisters catîîe and took, lier away.

It wvas pitifuil to sec the grief of the liffle
tliiiiîg But shle is hettcr off îîow. Theî
Sieters will k-ep lier utttil shie is tvetî-
011e."

Thiis was ail Ovenbeck could lerni.
Babette hîad driftcd out of ]lis lite for
ever.

Matîy Chîristilias eves caile atîd %vent.
''le >'ears followed on, and Pauil Iveii-
deck was stili ai clerk in the custoins, atnd
Nanon ruled in lus coutage by tuie road-
side.

But iliere cmiles a nmomntt wlhîen the
stagnant waîers are stirred, whlien tie cur-
remît of our ]ives is cliecked iii its î)lacid
flow anîd turtîed back, not " as a river in
the soutîh," but as sone torrent stoppecl
hy an avalaniche, thant, daslliîg Ille streami
oîtt of ils tiarrow bcd, niakes the quiet
bills cclîo to the tlhîunder of its faîl. The:
wair-dogs were ]et loose, atîd cotetd,
cabbagecarting Alsace awvokie otie tiiortîtng
ta hear tiat: she wvas tlhrcatened witUi ai
chatnge of miasters. Thle metn slîoulde-ed
tieir twuskets, and went forîtî Io fighît for
it ; the wonîen laid aside thieir 'k ïîittirag-
needles, and mîade litît and bandages.
Mlien came the roar of caninotn, eclîoin-
close to the p)ea-ceful valle)s ; id the
lootuis were siletît, for the: %velvers were
wated to figlit.

I will take iiy îîuusket and fîghlt %vitlî
the: rest," said Paul Ovenbick-; and lie
stcpped out as firtîîly as a yotunger mîari,

tlîougIihls me t:xetiîted îiiîi lt-oin ser-
vice.

You are rigflît, said Namiot.
If I ivert: a mîanî cart-ropes sliould tuot

lîold nme; 1 would figlit as long as 1 could
hîold. a gun, as lotîg as tliete wvas a 1'tus-
siati in Fratnce. We wottld tîake short
work of tlîcmîî!

Sonie weeks aftcr lus deluatture Paul
Ovenbeck wm-ote to sa>' lie lîad coîîîe sait:
out of aIl the: fmglîtimigll so fiar. But lie
w-as a good deal1 broken by thli ard-
sliips of thîe canmp atîd tie field, and if thie
war lasted tinicli lomîger it wvas likely lie:
sliould iever coule hiomîe. Ht: cared flot
for* tlîis. To die fgtrgfor faîlîerland
uvas a deaUî to be tlîankful for.

'l'li colds and the: frost tîad joined
aglaitist Iht: Frenchi, and it fared, soilie-
tî nes worst: witli thue old recruits wlio
escaped tie eictiy's fire îlîat ivith te
stalwart youmîg ones wlio liad itgly wotids
to show after a battle. News canme froin
tito imie tliat Paul Ovciiback was
failimig, but lus spirit rose iti proportion as
Ille flesli i-rcw ,vt:il. I-e lind been
cliaîiged frotî ati advamice guard into a
reservc corps. I-le becaîîîe attaclîed to
]lis cotiides as lic liad never beeti .a-
taclîed to lus old tieigIib)ors iii bis hîomîe
in Alsace. I-le 'vas bon toilirade witli
tilini aIl].

'lhli Prussian arnuy was stcadily ad-
va-içiig; t.l- Frencli troops, l)eatenti ai al
potints, 'vert: drivmi farther anîd fartlier
back froni the frotîtier. Towards the
mîiddle of l)ec:iiber ii order cameit for
the g'encral iii coitiamid to niiove oti
widi lus reserve corps 10 joiti the: routed
aî-mly of thc ILoire. Tu71e ordcr \Vas ,vcl-
coie, for the soldiers wt:re growinig Ilde-

nîorîixd,"as Ulic>' calcd, it-dyimig of
tlicir woumîds anîd of cold auîd linger, aîid
linvimig no ftgîîtimîg for iearly ai fortîniglît.

1sa sorry Chiristmas we haive it
prospect," said a yoig fcllow to Paul
Ovctibeck, as they plodded -along in the:
stuow witîiin a few days iDf the joyatîs fes-
tival, dear above aIl] oziers to the haome-
loviîig children of Alsace.

IBali, rephied P>aul, "«we niust fancy
the camion are tht: village cluinies, anic
forget wc ever hiad a homie. It will bc
all tie saine ini a liuudrcd ycars. And
France iil still bc France!1"

Tliey haltcd toi'ards dark iii a village
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