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fT..,~( .. ~ - Erecent recurrence of
ti- the first Sunday of

Xlay rec'alls to minci
U'W ~ 1l~' the great miracle of
ru j '>the liqueflîction of the

J ~ blood of St. Janliarlus
-that wvondrous pile-
flOlflCfOn % wiclî oci:u]r-

ing as it does, ycar after year, within the.
ivails of the great Cathedral of Naples,
annually attracts thousands of muinous
tourists, puz.zled scientists, and devout
pilgrims to the b)rilliant Soutiierui Capital.

St. januarius, wbloni Heaven is pleased,
thus to honor by a miracle unique in the
annals of the Church, wis occupying, the
Sec of B3eneventuni, whien, in the year 305,
lie ;vas Seized, by thec millions of the
Etuperor I)iocletian, and wvali six coin-
panions cast, into prison. Ail efforts to
induce these hei-oic Çhristiaîîs to abjure
thecir faith p)rovinga futile they were throwvn
to the wild beasts. But here a second
disappoi ntmien t ava ited thel r persecutors,
for these beasts, wild, feroclous, ravenous
tlîough they were, i-ot oui>' rcfuied to
harîn the littie l)arty of Christians, but,
crouchied and licked the feet of their
intended victi ns. ''le cu ragcd prefeet,
'finiotheus, then ordered ,lie captives t-
bc behieaded, and the command mai but
too readily ohcyed. T'he martyrs-eleet
wvere led to the suiil!ii of a neighboring
hill wliich ovcrlooked the magnificent bay
SQ famed, for its surpassing beauty, and
the siniling vinc-clad country encircling
the fair -and favored, city of I>uzzuoli.

T'he sword accon»lishied w~hat the wvild
beasts refuised to, do :St. jauuarius
Nwon the glorious crown of înanrtyrdomi.
His body ws scretly renioved bj, the
Cliristians to thie soutlicrn shiore (if tlîc
Bay of Naples, and thiere inierrcd Ibetveusn
Mt. V2Suvinis and tlie Scal upun the tarin
of a Chiristian nanied M\arcian. As wvas
customary, a portion of the niaryr's l)lood,
cnclosed lu glass vialî, 'vas depositecl with
bis body iu the tonih.

The day oif perIsecuitioni at 1lnthl passed
aw'ay, and iii -85, the remains of Uic Saint
%vcre remioved to, the " Church of San
Genarro cxtra mutros," situatedi as ILS

naine indir-ites, just outside the ivalis of
Napules. Aiterwards, the liea( andi tlit.
vials of bWood %vere reînoved %vitliin the
city. 'l'lie body of the martyr, however,
still remainied in the (:hur-lî of San
Genarro, but at a later period %vas trans-
ferreci tc> l'eneveintumi, aifterwards to the
celcl)ratcl mionasicry, of Monte Vrie
andi finally lui 1487, %vas broUght back bo
Nap'les where it was interred lu tlie su»-
terranean chapel beneath the S.înctuary of
the Cathedral. 'lo what chutrch the head
and the vials of Wloodi %ere borne upoin
their translation witli, the city, is not
known, biut niost p)rol)ably, they wvere
deposited lu tie Cathedral itself, sitîce, as
wce know, eiglit hundred years ago thcy
wvere there rover, nily and jealotusly guarded
lu the Tesoro or TIreasury, as 'vas calleci
the vault-Iike chap)el in which they were
î)reserved. Iu 1646, wvas complI)etcd tlîe
new Tlesoro, commnenced by the city lu
16o8.1 iu fulfilinieut of a v'ow. 1-ere ln
sel)arate recesses arc nowv lreservcd the
life.sized bu-.t containing ail tliat, remnain
of the boues of the martyr's liead, and thie
reliquaiy containing the vials of blood.
Each of these recesses lias two locks, the
kecy of one of wliiclî is kept by the Arch-
bishlîo of Naples, iliat of the( other by tlîe
city authorities, s0 that, uiiss botlî paýrties
or their representatives arc present, the
relics rnust remiain untouched.

On the irst Sunday of 'May, 'vîth its vigil
and, octave, is commnemiorated Uic tranis-
lation of thie Saint's body to Naples. But
the i 9th of Septeinher is the feast, proper,
the feast par excellecnce of Si. Januarius,
conimemorating as it does, bis saintly life
.and glorlous nîartyrdoni. Theti it is that
tliotsands of tourists and pilgriis fromn
cvcîy clinie gather within the walls of
tic venerablo church. The hearts
of ail are stirred by varying eniotions, aIl
turn Uîcir eycs toward the Sanctuary, as
shuwiy and solenmnly, the relics of St.
januarius are borne in procession to the
altar, and placed thereon, during the
celebration of thie Holv Sacrifice of thie
Mass. Mass ended, the crowd pusiies
ca.gerly forward into the s,-iictuary, en-
circies the altar and even nîounts the stcps,


