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1 cannot deny that I drop nîy pen with
pleasuare to lovingly contemplate this
s.ublime figure %vith tire eyes ofrny imagina-
tn . .. Ireland, Green Ireland, Cathiolie

Ireland, rejoice, thougb hurnbled and in
bondage. Your garnients are coarse;
you are loaded with chains and lie
On a bed of straw. But on that
bed you have given birth to a king

j amiong men. lreland, Green lreland,
rejoice, tbougb humbled and in bondage."
It was eniinently fitting Oiat Doniso Cortes,
desiring to consecrate himiself to the
Church in tire laymian's sphere of action,
sbould take as his guide D)aniel O'Conînel],
who, iii strength of Catholie faith and
devotion to Catholie trutb, yields first
place to 110 mani.

Acceding to tire urgent entreaties of bis
friends, Cortes now a'ehi nisuif up to the
composition of a wok wortby of hinuself
and (if bis cause. The r(esuit: was his

Essays on Catbiolicismi, Liberalism, and
Socialiii)m," a book that ranks witb the
best productions of any age Before
begining to %Write lie made a p)ilgrimiagle to
AI bi de 'lormes, and laid his hornage and
lus intentions at tie sbirine of St. Theresa;
nor would lie consent to tire publication
of bis eesays uintil tbey liad bI.en examined
in their dogmatie aspect by one of tbe
most famous theologians of Paris, ail of
wbose observations were finally adopted by
tie author. Max Mu[tller is rigbt w'ben lie
says :-" 'rie torch of imagination is as
necesmary for himi who looks for trutb as
the lam)p of stuldy. But above -ail iî tbe
star of faitb, Oiat guides in ail thinigs faomi
darkness to ligbit." Donoso Cortes' whole
life wvas a victory for faith.

T'he <'Ess;ays on Catholicismi. Liberalisni,
and Socialismi"* are great enougb, to
imniiiortali7e any muan. " Tbe nierit of the
work " says Canon Torre Velez 'lis flot iii
tbe miatters it treats of, nor iii tbe facts it
states, nol' in the prob1.ems it deals with,
nor in the amiiount of erudition it displays,
nor iii the clcar miethod it follovs, nor iii
the critical skill it ilianifests ;for cvery-
thing in tire " Essays' b las been treated
of and discussed a thousand timies before.
The meiet ot Donoso Cortes, so far as thc
"Lssays " are original and great, consists

iii naising tic question to a beiglit to whicb
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no other book carnies it. and in tbe ncw
aspect witb wvbicb cvery question is invest-
ed fr-orn the flrst to the last page ....
Tliere! fs no dogtria of faithi, nor bierarcby
in tire Cburcb, îîor institution in society,
nor important question in pbilosophy, nor
epoch in history, nor human aberration in
tbe speculative spbcrc of' the scbools or in
the p)ractical life of nations, which does
not occupy its proper lplace in the vast
plan tif this work." Cortes is the Spanish
De Maistre wbo wisbies to bring back ail
Europe and tbe %vorld to tbe rule of
Chîiistas King. The( cricy', th,-~ trucstof al
demiocracies, is bis aim. For biixîî the
Catholic Church is " the mi-jtress, the
foundrcss, and tbe life of society." To
sec bier again on the throne of Europe, the
cynosure of ail 2yes, is bis anmbition. Th'is
end will be atuained when manî is guided
by supernaturai principles both in his
individual anîd social relations.

TJhose who attenipt " to guild refined
gold, î'c paint tbe lily, or add anuther bue
uinto the rainbow," bave picked llaws in
Cortes' philosoîdiy. He is charged with
exaggerating, the importance of autlîority
anîd %'ith detbroning buman reason. He
does hold that compil!ete atîtononîy of
reason is impossible for liini wlio reveres

ice infallibility, of tire teacbing Cliurch.
Tlicoretically lie is slightly wro ng, for his
princiî'le seems to favor Traditionalisrn
but practicaly lie is wliolly riglit. A
desire " to choose and se ur pa.th " is
tire besetting sin ot tbe nineteenth century.
Obedience, unccasiiug and unquestioring,
to autburity îuîust ever be the on!y safe
rule for Cathoiic laymen. - Doctrinal
iîîtolcrance " is tîcir salvation. Rend wbat
Cortes says ùf it :-"% 'l'lie doctrinal intoler-
ance of tire Churcbi lias saved the world
troni chaos. Her doctrinal intolerance
bas placed beyond question political,
doiuîestic, social, and neligious truilîs
-rimitive and holy trutlis-whichi arc
flot subject to discussion, because tlîey
aire tlue founidation of ail discussions :
truths whlîih cannot be called into doubi
for a momient wihout the undcrstaîîding
nt tiat moment oscillating, lost betwccn
trudu and error, and tlec dean iuror of
lîumîan reason beconîing, soiled and
obscureci." Tlhîus only did Cortes assail
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