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cat leng vouels is & contrjvans yza bj Mr‘
Alex. M. Bell and bj a nomber ev S. Re-
formers; it giva simplisiti tu dhe sistem,
and hwen yzd ace.ding tu dhe givnru‘l,
it wil net ce 'z a0 stranj a luk tu dhe words
az wud ny leters.

Dhe sistem has az moch probabiliti ev
introdocshon az eni dhat has bin propo-zd
and is wel suted for its intended porpos.
8. Norwalk, Conn., Sept., '86. C.W.KNUDSEN.

IV.~TEACHING LANGUAGES.

Bir—~Yu no { wassent hither by "he French
governmont to report on the prossedings of the
third northern Filological Congres. Berides the
squisition of gpoken Swedish, it apeard oportune
to help on the manted International Fonetic As-
sno’'n, Afterconference with our frends Westera

Frederikstad, Vorway). Lundell Ups:la). and

espersen (Copenhagen), it was decided to intro-
duce thematr in the pedagegio section where o
Mr Drake was tolesture on the prastical study of
language. Aocordingly, »fter the leoture (on 12th
Auz.), v was askt that discusion be put off to the
next morning; and then Prof. Lundeli open- tire
by seting down 4 propositions whicn fairly rep-
resent the position of the yung fonetic scool:

1. A lsnguage shud be studid at first not in ite
rita form, but in its living and spoken form; ther-
fore, texts shud be used in which the language is
ritn as it is ep--ken. [This peneral stateme ¢ of
Jours includes the particulor oase oaching ohil-
dren to read their own tung—espacialy a. hoabl
to English wherein the spoken and rita (old spel-
ing) forms sv very badly correspoad.]

2. Transiations shud be suprest, or, at least,
reduct to & minimum, beingreplast by explan--
ione in which the lapguage is made to explain
itself and by more ours ry rending,

8. Coneoted_texts, not dissoneoted sontences,
shud be usedin teaching,

4. Gremsr shud be t<ut from the texts not as
a did»stic whole; 8 more systematic study to be
made later on, or in revision. .

Lively disousion onsued, in which Profssors
Storm, Lundeli, Noreen, with Mesers Western,
Jespersen, Sturgzenbecker, Paimgren and myself
joind. It osupied three ours With nodeoision
on the second point. the three othors wer earid by
large mujority, Forthwith, notice was stuk upin
the loby of the Conxres hous. inviting all frends of
reform to join in forming the Scandinavian Aso-
oi’a for reform of language-te:ching. A& goodly
number »r 1lredy on list. The Society wil soon
meer to fix its constitution, Its promoters int nd
to join hands with our Paris Fonetio T- Asoci'n.
Stockholm, Sweden,, Aug., '88, P. Passr.

FoxeTios may be defined as the sience
of speech-sounds.

Reaping.—In the bienial report of seools
for this county, the inspector, Mr W. E.
Tilly, M. A., says that in reading

Before lesving & lesn, the words shud be in
stantly recogmized when pointed out, and redily
rex fvd into their elementrry sounds.

Correct! Ability to giv the elementary
sounds is the only test of acurat pronun-
ciation, He who canot giv them mumbls
snd mouths his words, What the sounds
ar shud be defimtly specified, instild and
practist from the first—best efected by o
sound system. Reference to dictionary is

trablsome, ofn puzling and unsabisfactory;
while the tutor canot eternaly ‘hamr it mn,

OUR EXCHANGES.

The Shorthand Writer is a neat monthly
publisht at Downer's Grove, a suburb of
Chreago J11. It is devoted to spreding
Tachygrafy, a fonetic system of shorthand
—$2 a year. ite interest for us is chiefly
in the Revised Speling wtich it employs.
‘T'hat is thruout about the same as in our
colume altho it says very litl about it—
believing examp! betr than precept. We
mention its orthografy only to comend in
general We dou advisability of leaving
g out of might, right, etc. In miht, rht,
etc., we introduce an expedient which is
new to our language altho comon in Ger-
man. We refer to the use of % asdenoting
tht preceding vowel is woditied. 1n zehr,
 indicates to a German that ¢ is to hava
sound. We canotrecall a solitary instance
in which we make use of & to modify 2 or
any vowel so that it is an altogether new
expedient. [t is easier to introduce a new
letr. ‘The latr is more efectiv and is finsl
comparativly while a new expedient im-
plies farther change - itself an evil, We
must hold to the 6th of the principls givn
from Home Jurnal ou p. 36—tantamount
to No new expedients.

The Guide to Sborthand Systems, pub-
lisht bimonthly by D. P. Lindsly at 817 N,
45th St., Philadelfia, Penn., employs f for
ph thruout except at begining of proper
names of persons and places. This 13 wel
as to do otherwise wud thro names oul of
alfabetic order in indexes, directoris, etc.
An fis permisibl in latr part of Philadel-
fis. but not at begining. This change of f
to pk in general is comendabl for all to
start with. Price of Guide, 50 e. & year.

Notes and Queries is publisht monthly
at $1 a year by Gould and Bro., Manches-
ter, N. H. It is devoted to ansrs to all
sorts of questions on all imaginabl matrs.
It is exceedingly interesting and most in.
structiv. Articls or notes m Revised Sp.
ar imserted ocasionaly in its pages.

— Accent, or stres of voics, nmost Ea-
ropean languages, is not thrown 0 exclu-
sivly en & singl sylabl as in English: con-
sequently unacented sylabls ar proneunsg
more distinctly than by us. This is epecinly
tru of French, Italian and Spanisk. Aswe
put so much stres on one syiabl, it foles
that other sylabls in the werd ar substrest
and so hav the qualitis of their vowels
made move or les indistinet or “obscure.”
With ug then ther is more dificuity as te
unscoented sylabls then in most other
languages.



