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inueh relitînce. TuaI thora iroula be dififlulties
ta caconuer in navigatiag tha Gulf anti River in
intcr, as -%veil as in creatiag a siippiag part

that waulti bo useful for commercial purposes,
no ara irilling ta admit. Blut maaey, science,
and resalutiomi can ovarcama obstacles irbicli
allen aI fii-st ara supposeti ta ho uasurmoualtable.
Witb respect ta tho cifects of calti on lite mîteels
andi machimc-iy of a steamer, that lias heen fuliy
tested at Caiughinaiagal and tha teamperatuire of
sait water is knoira ta ha iier titan tîtat of
fresb mater. Nor do re bulieve that the floatiag
ico in tbe river boloiw flic or Gi-een Island coulti
injure iran pi-opeliors; anti genOi-ally tha nater
thora is open andi clear as tai as tha siglit can
reacb. As for tha batturos anti formations oif
!ce nlong the shore, good engineers tritit plenty
of money irouldti link little ot theni, anti would
finti or maka a way ta, get i-id of tîcm, or tai
vieldti Iein tai tueur pîi-po ý. la ni tîmeretora
of Iho vast bonefits tîtat a sen port ritmia aur
awn t".ri-itoi-y waulti conter on tua countr-y, wae
canmot but ha of opinion, lîmat tho matter onght
ta ha put ta lte test. Oaa of tho iran pi-apallors
at tire disposai of Iba Briitisht Admirai an tho
North Ainerican Station migbt bo daspnlched
inta tba Golf noxt Fub-uai-y foi- lta atlcmpt.
Tho admirai, ire are cer-tiu, ivulti not refusa
to do so; anti the afficers anti men irba brava
tisa icebergs of the Arctic; seas, ivoulti flai nta
tci-ior in the dangcrs of tha St. Lawvrence.

LITERATUPE AND LlTERAUY
GOsSIp.

rI E literature af aur day is a grat deblar ta
gaod book--makiag. Ta excellent type-

grapby, toneti papier, andi artistie bîaIia l wcmuch. Wa wiii flot say thal th. aectaity
iîti renders, of alt books, is due ta Ibeir clegant

rnechanism anti tress, rallier tban ta the ament of
Iheir subject malter ; but il is only just toi tha
intellect anti taste of aur people ta prosume tîmat
ranch that naw.a-days is irritten fintis rcady sala
frnt ltma attractive anti captîvatiag exteriar aid
interiar Lt presents. Anti no titmuht, tbis is the i-en-
son wlmy so muci l publîsiieti îlich is moi-a book-
making. Sa muait in the way of Il Sciectiuns,"

tBeauties," Il Elegant Extracts,"l &c.
The trutb is, theo is Sa muclu of ts collecting

anti ciuting ia aur lima, anti so much produceti
depending for a sala on mechanical affect mcrely,
thal ne fear for lte future estitata of tha litera-
turc of tho pi-osent century. Especially Ls this
hool-mnking intinîget inL, in thte department of
poetry, that tva frequcntly asic ourselvcs the
question, Wbcre ara aur pools? Is tIrera na-
thiag original publisîtoti? Wa hmava I Golden
Leaves fioma îe Poats," Casquels of Gems,"l
IlTraslations," anti lyrics innumerable; but
a-bora ai-a the gi-cal pacns of aur dny-the pro-
ductions tuaIt ara tai go daim ta ag9a vtrih timose
of Scatt, Wordtswo-th, Ecats, anti Byron of the
lest century? But ina bava oui- pocts, Lt will bo
saiti; anti those, toc, irloso rinmes Ili ha an-
shi-ineti on the biight scroli of postbîmmoug fâme.
Wa hava Tennyson, Loagtclloir, Browning, andi
a hast of lesser tnies, ?'lassey, Alex. Smaitht, Jean
Ingclow, anti Robert Bluchanan, butwirat Lave
lhey irritton that May justly bo terinet Ila gi-cal
pocmVý Our- serial lilcriaura is mamchi ach
blaun oti toihem absence of thora gi-cnt efforts. Ou'I-litera-y possessions -ire hiect poor. Tha temantis
of lima âge ai-a uaterial, and aaiy foi- lthe passiîig
hour. Tha laste of the day requires natmiag
moi-a labourot ia short lyrics anti Magazine
idyls; anti muca ltaI is 'triilIn, aven by aur
fmist pools, is but protiocuil ta accompaay somo
clovr pancil skchl, much Ln the mvay af lihe alt
antnal contributions. Wc hope lima lthe literary
censors and enieis miii sec limaI amui iters
maka ammentis for titis. Wa an liave but desul-
tory rcading irbeam heava but desmltory ivritiag.
Lcaving tItis maltti-at prascat, ina pi-ace ti ur
usuai samnînry cf lime books af lima day, irbicli,
tram matit cf space, me umust confina ta anea dc
partmnt.-Iflust-aied WForks. Tima publishers,
-tv are glii toi find, ai-a noir entei-ing the fid
with the lLlai-axy comnmissariat for Ohristmas
gnua tho holitisys. Choice anti rare promises ta

ha the approacmiag art-iage season. Ahuui-
dant nat excellent wiii ho the literai-y lîarvest
pan. Pencil andti bl bave tbis year sliowa mo-o
lia timeir ustiai ctmmiimg andi Lîimslry. WVa
mncctwitili, fist C A Roud of Daym tiescribet inL
original poomas, by soma af aur most celebralt
pools, anti in pichmures hy onincat ari-ias."1 This
smîpei-b giila volume canlaimis seine torty ori-
glînal punis andt soventy Ihicttru. e ilittstraimg
sttbjeets cf ai-ciy day lite ut lteo iiout vried-
chai-acter, Il PîctUres u SOCietyGi-ave antI G4t>-,"
is a culiehiout o sal hîtitdi-cl elggrat iî vit
woot many of whihcii ebellisieti tha pmagea ot
Il Londion Society," anti ara tram lima tirwiags
oftmost sicilifuil artisîs, anti tront tua pomma ut popmu-
lar aulimors. Il Tha Sei-.noiî on tho Momint" is a
mostecîtborata vubtîne, cliu-a.itiogalmlted tramt
iliumumtîltions by tiva arti-etects. Tito desigas niro
gargcotsiy execimti, reluresepmtin& aici-y periati of
art anti evcry age of pahueogmaply. Il Tho Pool-y
of tha ycai-" la a volma of 'lmo finost pastails Lit
amui- languago, ilitisti-ativo of lima seasona of lthe
jecar. Il is cma.-mngly illustrateti hy draçwings;
front Birket, Fosici-, Harrison, Veîir, and tiilers,
beammtiftly axectotinL cliromo-liliiograpity. A
smaii volume mîlli piotgraphie ilînstraîions of
ltma paintings ut Rubans, ltembm-intit, Le-a dia
Vinci, andt ou.hers, miii fmnti many admît-ors. Timo
phmotognpbs lluost-ate mu soies of hitf meditatiors
an tu Lmta of Chist,untier the tilcof 91Savati-
Ilundiîî Tha annoummcemnenî is nmadea, ns beiag
neariy rady, cf Il La Sainte Blible, 'ap-ès la
Vulg.m -.-, avec des diessmns par Guistave Dard."
This sumpluoua edition afIbom Scripîu-es -wili
comtain 230 illustrations, tramt the travrings of
titis iit anti famîcitul genius, aI a cost of fmtîy
dollars. Il is la ha repratincei nra zimite-taad,
La Engiish by the Messmrs. C-siwia hmave jnst
pi-odmuceth Ie sanie iilustirio-s cdmtion of Il Danîo's
Interna," a subjeot limaIiras iveit suileti la Dard's
ireird inmagcry. IlDalzielI's Ilinstrateti Arabiami
Niglita Entertainments," ire find bas jutms been
completi. Tia irik is enriclîct miih 200 pie-
tui-os ti-ra by M.illais, Tenniel, Watson, anti
Llontugon. Tie fiction uft i-t iSdcalizcd in a i-ai-k

Figuierci-mhl 2 5 lantiscapes ofthle an ciettwrld, de-
signeti hy Riain, anti 208 figuîres of animais, plantts,
anti alter fossil remains. lio doubi, ltao casamo-
grapiei-s, cltnologi5ts, anti geologisi ii i ha cîtri-
oua ta sec Ibis rallier sta-titg mo-l. Iliisîtrateti
editions of IlTraiii's Josepius," Il Tha Rccreaîium,
of a Country Pai-son," Il Tue Royal lieralitij
Album," «at a hast oftanatii, altnnac-, &e.,
completa lime aanamuîmcemcîuts ufthlie press fui- lthe
appi-oachig hlîidaiy seasim, w li have thus tdr
becn matie.

WVe will supply oui- rcsumé t thme flai pumbli-
entions La lIma other tieparîmoals of literalura La
oui- tcxt numuniti-G. 31. A.

THE SONNETS 0F SIIAKSPEARE.

W ILLIAM SIIAKSPEARE La lIme gi-cal central
stui t o meiodemr itlliectuai fi-matiment,

round içlmicm, siumce luis aira lime, ltae uvitla
gluci-ing systeunt rEtîg1:.I hl*,~.i*tar L.a i--
roiveti. Lika tat alter su4n ut tute celemîtini
ceonomy, ltera ai-asotS îtpua ltis s-ttce, hut
thoy dtict ahing frci Lis spkrid.tur , aur
doos the lapse oftycars diinnst huis bmigltncss.
lie %vita built tIme grant Pyramit isL unkutowira
anti, La a certain sense, lte sanie ramai-k mitght
ailuly ta luira whio lias raiseti suait a stmloei-sltic-
lurca ut lthomglut ImaI ltao iMonumnts ut geius
ci-ceteti in althe- lands, anti upon alliai l:anguages,

0cem, La comparîson, as ant-bilis heýsida the
to-%rering mn3esty of thme A1Ps. A my sicry ovr-
sîtatiais Miat lice limatwhlich brootis over the ex-
istence of Ilomer.

Il La lIme gecral impressioin tIsaI ne kanoî ne-
thintifîiitcabouitSikspeare. Titis is parîially
truc. lis taiy ite, lits bitaumt, luis campaniotîs,
aire meoem.ttersofsturmise. Ilmulif ire dasire ta
glanca aI wrîal mny ba callet i s immi- lite, if
ira isula 500Se the grat magiciait iii luis

10 imcl, ctiboi- omuia moa ing sireXetiPý spiri l ath e ust lay Lis tiiamas aSitie,
an,t li ta Lis Sonnets.

We musI mmmber tbat tIse age in whicu Le
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liveti was as prolific lit vices as it nas in gi-cnt
nMen. Nor diti ho escap'i tiitaintcd; and the Iast
twcnity-tvo Sonnets, Xvith Sotea otiier, teit us o
bis intimacy wvitii a mînitress whio was 91tivice
forswvorii."1 But %hiiliii-3gifteti comipecer, Green,
l>eele, niiai iýIarlow saitk benicath the deliied anid
turbid streani, titis stra:ig swirninir, bora to a
Itiglicr destin>,, anto1 the jalieritanco ofa wider
finie, battieti witia tito surgo bravely andi success-
fuliy, andi nt leigli reachiie the shore. As lio
lîluiseit* says, Il thte hist men aro mouldeti ont of
f.tttlts," ttti lie i8s ant exaînple of the trutb of lis
own observation. lie bânti becît drawn into that
terriblo vortex, fî-um wiioso ivrcck-strcwn surflice
ntisepuiclîral roar, nhemory flics alYriglbted. Andi
wvell do theso sonnets teil us of thso pangg ho
cadured ; weli du tlîey Iticturo that rcmorsowhiâb
is suractimeà wvurse tIbm death. Ioni- boiv ho
boivaiis tho hmast in the 1 lotit sonnet:
"Alsl 'lis truc, 1 have gono item and there,
Anai mate mycola intmomky tu tho viawv,
tiored il itne ulyn thotîglit, soli ciîe2p ýV]mti aiot

demir
Mloalà off.tnces of aflr'ct ions non.
.bloz§t truc 18 111 titat 1 hiavo iuakcd an truth
Askanca aund itrangeiy."1

lere is a great soul standing face ta face withi
conscience andi côvering ihtscit with sackcloth
and ashes; it is only sucli spirits that eau repent
and have lime boitiuess ta acinovledge befora tho

ri-d that tbey bave sianeti andi sulfereti. Tho
littlo mmid iets nothing agitato iL A pnssing
regret ivili bo sufficient atonememit for mnst af-
feuces ; but it is nut te lin epectesi tlsat . teni-
pest wili stir fromn ils dejîths a shallow pool as Lt
would the waters of the ocean. In the 74th
somilet ira sea thînt se fai- hall tho cloutis of re-.
moi-s overabadowced bis spiril, thateven tbougbts
of suicide cama up liko dars: and t.mptiog
spectres betoro bis imagination. Andi thon me
bave lthe l46tb sonnet, wrie contritiafi, deep
repentance, fmntis expressiou in lthe foliawiig ex-
quisitely jmathetic lines

lc'or son!, the contra atmy sinuIi carlb,
Fuolid by timai- rebief poiver thaI thme ai-i-y.
W hy dost titan pino wltiin, and suiller dearth,
Paintintg tiy outwftrd waiis so costiy gay I
Wiiy éo laiîgo cost, hiall g se short a ese.Dobt tliou UpOil tiîy fading amausion sîmend
Shtîtl ivo:ms, liiiic-ntur Itittils excess,
nEituptiyciarFur istitby bgdy'sond?

Mie sol ivot titupoit thy servmt' loss,
And lot tîa' pie ta agravnie tiîy store;

iviti. Le lad, 'litiiout bo udlàt ia more.
s0 suait tiiu. &ted un diiai, tluat Ileds on mna
.And, dentis once dei, tiierosd no mora dyjugihen.I"

IVa wiii at pi-osent say no mo-a on Ibmis sub-
jedt, bat may arert to it nt a future tima. Thera
are sauna who n sea no blinishies in the lite of
a favourito author, but they whim close their
cyes to bis taults show that tîey ara unacquaiat-
cd with lite, andi at the saine tima possess na
i-ahanaI appreciatian of lus cliaracter; for if ho
tell, is it not a malter of deep regret? and if ho
roso again, winging bis may up thrommgh tbe
sioi-ms and mists of teimptitian, as an caglo
cîcaves ils coursa thiraîgh tha clautis, in order
lthaI Lt may gaze mipun theo sua, is it nlot a malter
for admiration ? A gi-cal seul emerges froun
temptation strengtlheneti andt pîîrîfied. WVe Lave
1.t ourues litin space tu speak of thebeauties
ot tho sonnets, anti t!tey are as numerons as
in(aràing duv drapes in a garden ot roses. But
liere is a specimen :-iI is soonet 104 :

"To aip, fair friond, you ai-rer can grew aId.
Foeras yen wL-hQ. wilcît lilst punr oyel 1y ed,
btichit s yonr bcantyatIili. 'ftreowntru' calt
liavo ftrn lie lai-est shuk th"c- snmmneia' prude:
Tîi--c bpat"mtms mtjriitgetu yeiiaw anînnin tnrned;
lat process of tieesaîmo htave 1 seen
Titi-c-oAtîril perumes lit tit-c itotJ nta bmîrn'd.
since tiistt mx YaU frash NNhilh yet nu gi-e;
.Ait i ytdtt beaut>-, iko a dia]diand,
Steai Aront hus fitgurem nui uc ea perceivedi
Se yanr sirct)iutneltimet iitkastiii doth stand,
iat motion, sant ilte cyo ny be daeilved.

l'erk-ar nmi witlch, licar titiLg, tuie age uabrcd,
Ere yan %vero bai-n ias bany'à summer deati.

Thtrougliont tha sonnets ruas a siivcry rivuiot
ot tlîomghît aLti poesy, a 8liniag t-Lbtttary Ofîhat
maýjestic river on îvhich bis tiiamas have floated
dluir ta immortality. And nea bava oaly spaca
caough left ta Say that, mîtilo in bis drames
William Sbnkspear depicts humaaity, in bis
sonnets ho ourtrays huisoif. S. ilW.
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