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UNCLE BAM’S STRONG-BOX,

WHERE HE KEEPS His GOLD—THE BUB-TREASURY BUILDING AT
NEW YORK

[From ihe New York Evening Gazette.)

YHE beautiful marble building on Wall street, known 28
'] the United States Sub.Treasury, with its collonnade
of lofty pillars and flight of stone steps, which thousands
of men daily pass, while others throng ir, contains much

" which is of deep interest to those who care abcut the finan
cial condition of the couutry or the manmer in which it
ooks after its money matters. tiaving seen the immense
stock on hand of bags of goid which Uncle Sam . pos- esses,
we go away vividly impres ed with the depth of hi- pocket
and the vustness of his riches; we feel Jike ¢ ngratulating
ourgelves upon holding éo near a relstionship to such a
wealthy uncle. when a grave icoking clerk meets u2 and

haking his bea dissipates our ernile by remarking : ** It is
not what he possesses, but what he owes!” FEntering the
beautiful building from Wall street. and stepping into the
vestibule of the rotunda, we pass upon the right into what
is known as one of the borne rooms, the office of the lre-
puty Treasurer, and in the left that of the Assistant ‘Trea
surer.

These are good-sized rooms, neatly fitted up, and are oc
capied by their respective officials. A wideaisle runs from
the Wall street entrance of the rotunda dim;\fy across the
rear of the building. Upon the Eastern side of the sisle is
the receiving department of the Iveisury where all }l\e
moneys which are due to the United States are paidin:
upon the west side is the paying department, where the
United States settles its bills, .

The ¢eourt. ent of the | reasury over which Hon. lienry
H. Van Dy k presi'h 8 as Assistan Treasurer is divided into
seven bureaus, which are as follow: The Paying Burean,
the Gold Note, the Receiving, the Intercst, the Conversion,
the Internal Revenue, and the Fractional Currency Bureau.

The Paying liureau occupies the western portion of the
rotunda, and is presided over by Mr. W, Hawkins Ferris as
cishier. The average number of payments made in thiv
Department per diem of six hours, from nine o’clock in the
morning, until three o’clock p.m., is one thov sand, and the
sum ;aid out per year amounts to about five miilions of
dollars We find in this room the Cashier’s desk, thut of
the Paying Teller and those whose business it is to make
payments of temporary loane, beside the I'ook keepn:\g De.

t. 1'eople ave tly p ing th at
the counter in the rotunds with their orders and dem «nds
upon the Government, which are as constantly being cash
eg'on In Jackson’s time when the Treasury was in the old
United States Bank but seven men were employed to do its
business ; now it requires more than ten tiniesthat number,
something like stventy.seven being requircd to consummate
{ts transactions.

The gold metre bureau, in charge of Mr. 'dward H.
Birds+ll, who has been in his position since 1847, is one of
the most interesting to the geuera! reader in the whole
building '} he average amount of coin received per day is
three hundred thousand dollars. which amounts in & year to
about one hundred millions of dollars. The cuin depart-
ment, or * gold-room "’ as it is called, where the money is
received, examined, assorted, and put up into bugs ready
10 be deposited in the vaults, is in the l'ine street end of the
building cornering on Nasgsu street. and back of the ro
tunda. Here &li the gold which is taken from customs is
paid in—the custom houses along the Canadian frontier
making their returns to the Treasury i« this city

Banks send in their gold to be deposited, and get in re-
tarn gold eertificates, which are issued by the Treasury.
These gold ocrtificates are very hand pieces of work.
manship, manufsctured at Washington, representing on
their face the value of five thousand dol ars while the backs
are printed in s beautiful design of golden yellow. These

ficates are the medium of circulation upon the sireet,
and, as they represent so much gold which is on actual de.
posit in the vaults of the Treasury, they rise and fall in
value the ssme aggold At present there are $23,850,000
worth of these certificates in circulation.

In the gold room we were shown some very cleverly eXe.
cuted counterfeit coin:. It seems the rogucs have made
much improvement in this art of late years. and have been
able to perfect it to such a degree that mechanical means for
detecting the cheat are nolonger of use, If the coin is put
upon the scales the weight is found to be perfect : if its rize
is measured. that also is exact; if it is thrown upon the
¢ unter, the genuine metallic ring is present—the peculiar
100k or appéarance of the enin is its only vulnerable point,
and this does not escape the eye of the detective. Hcsltes
Mr. Birdsall therc ar five men in the coin department who
can detect 8 coin which is counterfeit or has been tampered
with, by its looks .

There is quite a difference in the color of genuine cins
of various issues. The gold of Cali'ornia contuins a quan
tity of silver, and when the discovery of gold was made the
United States had not p.riected an apparatus for removing
the silver from it—the result was the coins were struck at
the mint with the silver in them, und therefore they present
& | aler and whiter appearance The coins which are now
struck are nearly pure gold containing much alloy and of a
brixhter appearance: others come into the ‘I'reasury stained
various tints, but all the genuine ones prssess a peculiar
polished look which is given to them at the mint—the sur-
face looks hard and smooth like glass A coin which bas
hee : cut open and filled with some other metal has to go
through a prooess of heating before it can be put together

n. .

ng. heating destroys the genuine polizhed look of the
money, and gives it a suft, mellow, or burnished appearance.
Unless the coin is cut into, this is the only difference which
can be detected. Such pieces as these may circulate for

ears upon the street and among the banks, but the moment
it gets into_the Treasury its character is qmrmined. At
the Bank of England a machine is in use with a large hop-
per into which a bag of gold is poured, when all the sheep
are separated from the goats, the good coins falling into one
box, and the counterfeit into another. This is applying &
mechanital test, but in the United States it would not work,
for the countetfeiters are too clever to be caught in thut

™ here is more counterfelt gold cofn in existene than most
people suspect ; some days as much as fifty dollars are de-

tected at the Treasury, other days only five dollars wili be
found. The counterfeiter hlds a twenty dollar gold piece,
we will say, and saws the face of the coin from the back, re-
moving about five dollars worth of gold in the operation ;
he then takes a piece of p'atinum, nearly the size of the
twenty dollar piece and putting it between the two fices of
he coin, brings the edges nicely together, and with delicate

tools perfects the milling. This is the neatest trick done

and the most successful. A collection of these coins which
have heen tampered with has been made recently for the
benefit of 'he Bank of England,

When the gold comes to the coin room, pieces of different
den’'minations are mixed; these are all assorted, and put
up in bags by themse'ves—five thousand dellars w rth in
each bag. The bags are seamless, made of linen, and look
s if they would hold from three pints to two quarts of peas.
Formerly the g 1d coins were separatéd by hand, a very
tedious process. When Cobh was Secretary «f the Trea-
sury, he told the Assistant in this city that the Government
had on hand five millions of gold dnllars, two mi'lions of
which were the first issue of srball dollars and three mil-
lions were of more recent issue of the flat, and somewhat
larger gold dollars. but they were all mixed together. If
they could be separated, or if the Assistant was willing to
un lertake the job. he might have the issue of small dollars
melted up and coined overiato a large and mo' e convenient
size HKecretary Cobb supposed the job would be declined,
and thought it a good joke. It would seem an almost end-
less task to assort all this five millions of gold dollars hy
hand. when each issue was 80 rfearly of a size. DBut the job
wag easily ac omplished ; a series of sieves was invented
with holes in the bottom just large enough to let the smal-
lest dollar pieces through: it took but a short time to sift
this heap of monry, as the housewife does her meal, All
the gold coin which now comes into the trea:ury is sepa-
rated in this way. the largest pieces remain‘ng behind in
the Arst sieve. and 8o on through the series.

There is & des . in the gold room where a register of the
£0ld certifi ates is kept, There are slso four pair of nicely

dj d scalcs dirg npon the ter, one pair havi' g
been in use for tweuty years, and remaining as good to.day
as when it was bought. After five thousand do lars’ worth
of gold has been counted out it is put in'o one scale dish,
and the same amrunt into the other dish. 1. they weigh
exactly alike .t is callel *‘proving,” and the beam of the
sc.:le balances. If one piece should be missing out of the
five thourand. supposing they are all dollar pieces, the scales
detect the 11gs instantly, and the fact is made known that a
mistake is made in the counting. The small linen bags
having been fiiled with gold, they are put upon a car and
wheeled into the vaults.

There are two immense vaults in the treasury on the same
firor with the rotunda, but back and each side of it, occupy-.
ing nesrly a central position in the building. It.is almost
impossible to describe these, and one is quite overcome
when he reflccts upon their unequalled*strength, and the
immens- amount of money which they contain = One hun
dred and five millions of dollars is the amount now in the
treasury, and all this our eyes have seen in one vast pile
Sixteen bunches of greenhacks, net nearly so large as Web.
ster’s dictionary, nor nesr so heavy, each containing one
million of dollars, were simply stowed away in a strong box.

There isn’t the least chance for a burglar to pick the
pockets of the United ~tates. He might spend his whole
Jife in the vain attempt to find the lock for the fi~st door of
the vault and after he had obtained it he could make no use
ofit ’7Tis true as s Gazelfe man, we walked in and out
without the least d:fficulty, and for the fun of the thing
playfully stuck a million or 8o into our coat pocket, that we
might say we once had that amount -there, which is more
than most people can record of themselves. When we left
the vaul' we left our pocket money behind --for, alas! we
could not pass the door with it in our poasession. How the
vaults look, and the best way to get into them, will be.full;
explained hereafter. ¢

BUTTER MAKING—Cleanliness Jmperative.—It is a
moset noticeable fact that a great deal of the butter
brought to our local market is far from being good.
Westminster Township furnishes the largest propor-
tion of really good butter. When in Devonshire, some
tew years aince, we visited several large dairies, and
observed that not only were the dairy houses and
utensils kept scrupulously clean and well supplied
with pure spring water, but also that the cows’ udders
were washed before milking in the morning, and that
the dairy maids had clean hands. Glass or glazed
milk pans are to be Preferred to metal; they should
be washed first in boiling hot water, with a piece of
muslin oo the end of a stick—afterwards rinsed in
clear spring water, and allowed to dry without being
touched by a cloth of any kind. The milk should be
strained into the pans through fine muslin. Cream
should not be allowed to accumulate till it turns sour,
as is too often the case. [t is better to churn every
other day, if really good butter is derired; the cream
should be at a temperature of 55° to 60° when the but.
ter comes, and the buttermilk should be worked out
tboroughly with a wooden ei)oon and clean, cold,
spring water; the bands should pever come in eon-
taot with the butter or cream during any part of the
process. Another evil ia that too much sal d that
often of bad qualitv—is added. For fresh butter, in
rolls, make a mixture of one pound of the finest dairy
salt, pounded fine, with four ounces of pulverized loaf
One ounce of this mixture is sufficient to add
pound of butter. The cream should be taken
off the milk before it turps sour. Butter, to be really
good, should be entirely divested of milk; firm, free
from streaks or ks when cut; tasterich, marrowy,
and rather eweet, having that peculiar fragrance of
smell that is only found in well.made butter; the
colour of a creamy yellow, though it often happens
that really good butter ma{‘be of a yellower colour
than usual in summer, or when carrots are fed to the
cows in winter or spring.

Black-band iron, recently discovered in Pennsylvania
sand traced over one hun miles, bas hitherto been
almost exolusively imported from Scotland,

The United Btates Boot and Shoe Trad>,

The Shoe and Leather Reporter, says of the New
York market:— ’

It is with pleasure that we this week record a
decided improvement in this branch of trade. The
doubts and fears which bave hitherto held back
the numerous buyers fr~m all parts of the country now
represented among us, have in & great measure dis-
appeared with the incoming of such really pleasant
weather, and although the consideration of the recon-
construction question has still farther postponed the
tariff and revenue bills before Congress, buyers have
taken the ghllosophical view that the people were not
to go barefoot in consequence and so the spring trade
may be counsidered to have fairly opened at last. We
do not hear of any noticeable changes in rices, but
for the very best goods the figuree f:btaime«i1 are fnll
equal to those which ruled at the close of the tall
business; for poor work aud inferior qualities of goods
the rates are not up to the prices ruling at that time,
and the accumulation of ‘this kind of stock in the
market, will have a depreesing influence for some time
Zglcf-i tefi“ :hg ul_x_’ctlon housesmthe bidding iz more

, &n ces more satisfactory than at
previous time this year. 7 ot sy

It algo thus refers to the Boston trade :—

There has been gome improvement in the trade the
latter part of the week as regards the uantity of grods
disposed of, but little or none in pxsoea, which con-
tinue depressed and unremuverative to manufacturers.
Buyers are here from all the principal cities of the
West, and seem inclined to purchase a fair stock of
goods but the fleld of operation being extended to the
Leighboring fowns more than formerly, their presence
I8 not 8o noticesable to tho trade of the city, The sur-
plus of goods in the market is gradually being worked
off, and as the stock of any particular {ind deoreases -
the price improves. Competition in selling is very
strong and some manufacturers who find they cannot
dispose of their goods on hand at a profit, immediately
commence making an inferior qnslrty in order to pre-
mote sales for the time being. This policy we trust
will not be generally adopted as it would end in:
Khrzitmft‘ the ?:gtergx n:iargeth at the rear instead of as
-heretofore at the head of tha markets for furnishin,
the country with boots and shoes. o

THE NRW ATLANTIO TELXGRAPH SOouEME —Ihe
prospectus of the British and American Telegraph
Company (Limited)is issued. The object is * to eatab-
lish & cheap telegraphio communication between Lon-
don and New York, by submarine lines from Falmouth
to Halifax, Nova Scotis, thus organising direct com-
munication between Great Britain, the Canadas, and
America generally, and entirely avoiding the land
lines through Néwfoundland, which have slready
been the cause of such frequent interruption to the
tglegngl'uc communication between the two con-
tinents.”” A capifal of £600,000 i8 estimated to be
sufficient to complete the communication to Halifax,
and the promoters lay stress upon the advantage they
will possess in being able to adopt & much lower taritf
than that fixed by the Atlantic Telegraph Company.
The company prapose to adopt the cable and system
of telegraphy patented by Mr. Allan, which, they say,
‘““offects & saving of about oue-third on cost of con<
stroction, with extra working powers.” The capitsl
is fixed for the present at £600,000, in 80,000 shares of
£20 each, * of which 10000 shares fully psid up are
to be taken in fpm-t payment of the contraot for the
manufacture of the cable.” Amongst the directors
are Sir David Brewster, the Attorney-General for
}f‘o;qaé 'S'cgﬁt. the gre:ihdeéxt ifi it‘l‘xe sExeonﬂve Council

ronswiok, the Csn. n Secre of State,
the United States Consul in London, &ot"y ?

RAILROAD RACING.—The St. Catherine’s Post says:
—An instance of the eulpable recklessness of life, zoo
often displayed on American raflroads, came under
the notice of a friend of ours who lately had occasion
to travel on the New York and Erie Iroad. This
line runs parallel with the New York Central for the
distance of about 10 miles, between the towns of Avon
and Batavia, the lines being comparatively close to
each other. Shortly after the train had left the
former town the speed at which it was travelling was
suddenly inc: , and he noticed a train on the
other road going at & similarly dangerous rate, which
seemed to occasion gquite an excifement among the

assengers. Upon inquiring what was taking place,

e was c0olly informed that s race was going on
between the trains, both of which oontlnn«g to dash
forward at full ag&d a8 long as they remained in sight
of each other, informant understood that races
of this description are of every day occurrence at this
point. No wonder we read of numerous accidents on
American Rajlways.

Secretary McCullooh bas written to the Collector of
Customs at Chicago, a8 follows :—

“In reply to your letter of the 8th inst., I have {0
instroct you to so far mod.fy the instructions heret(-
fore {iven. a8 to grant special permits to unlade in the
night time, to all American vessels, arriving from
American gom or places, on the Northern, North-
eastern, and Northwestern frontiers, upon the master
of any such vessel taking and subsoribing to the fol-
lowing oath :—This is to the effect that be did not tonch
at or enter any gort or place within the British Pro-
vinoes, on the Northern, Northeastern and North-
western frontiers, for any purpose whatever.

CRANBERRY CroP o HARWIOH, Mass. — The
pumber of barrels of cranberries raised and sold in -

Harwich last yesr, was 5,115, and the pri
for thewn 808 078" 5,115, an e price received




