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V. 6. IlNe s/to A '#d.. .md ca

~Iunttd tAs oQes of tAs b/isd mana." BDtb
soile and clay wert accounîed in the East and
ln thûse days as efficmciuus in dises of jbe eye.
Tacitits relates tbat the blind man who soughi a
cure of the Emperor Veitpasian, begged him "Ita
sprinkie bis eye.bals %ith the bectetion of his
m ,uh." Amnongat primitive people-., bath of
tht euat and weit, a sirnilar virtue is stili ascribed
ta spitile. je tsus accom modated Himelfio the ways
of Hie time, 1nwder, perbaps, to bring the tungs
of the ladder uitb dnwn to the very feet of
ibis feeble man. H-iai touch, ioo, infini-ely ten-
der as it was, would aid in drawing out the hearî
of the bljud man to Himn sud so make faith
easier.

V. 7. Il Go .wtasA in tAe Pool of Siloarn. "It
is the blind man's tucn nov. The spproach ha&3
been mnade by Jesua. Nov the man hiniseif is
required to att. The demand is a test af hi,
trust and hope in the miraculous power oiJesus
and an intimation to him, as weli, of the sover-
tige will of 'lesus in the matter. It 1.8 t be as
Hie says and only as lie says. Compare the case
of Elisba and Naamin (2 Kings 5.9-14). "He
mient Ais vay tAure/ore and wasAud'; probabiy
rnoved by biâ great need, for what would be flot
give for sight, and hy the Huly Spirit of God
votking within hiu, althougb unrecognized by
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hlm, as yet, as the Spirit of God. O'Caie sa.-
ing"'-the resuit of his faith. Prompt rewazd far
prompt obedience.

111. A Twofold T,.ttmony. 8.11.

V. 8. 11Is naf tAis Au iée sat apid bed ri
rht change in bis appearance was, ai once re-
marked by bis wondering neighbors and "nqain.
tances. H is face vas sa transformed as to be
scarcely recognizable now that bis eyes were
opened.

V. ia- i i. The candor snd the caution of the
man are alike to be noted. Ilis tehmimony vas
direct and specific. " A man Mhai is caUsd
fgsus." He it is to wbomn he gives ail praise.
)d he tells circumstantially of the making of the

clay and the anointing of bis eyes, and the com-
mnand to go and waab in tbe Pcol of Siloam, and
bis going and wasbing and. veceiving sigbt ; but
as to how the marvt Ioua work was accomplish.
ed hie riaks no opinion.

These same characterF-tics appear in
tbe sequel *to the miracle with which
the remaining part of the chapter
(vs. 12-38) L. takea up. How ibis beggar man
capes witb the Pbari-'ees wbo are determined ta
put bath bim snd His Healer in the wrong
(vs. 13-34), anxd bow he reaponda to the furtber
appeal of Jesus for persanal faiLl in Fim as thse
Son of God (vs. 36-38), art wortby Of highest bd-
miratioti. o

ILLUSTRATION AND APPLICATION

Il Biindfrm Ais binAà," v. Y. A truc pic'uie,
thr'uih not a filuîtering ont, af tht unregenerat.

Wcare apt ta deceave ourselves in regard to the
sligIt inrnhd that sin bas m ide tspon u%. Tht
Word of G )d speaks no qoit wnrds on ibis point.
Ite testimnis1y i,% clear, and straight!orward, and
decisive, thai by nature ve are utterly saiful.
I v as coaxceived in sin, and brougbt fort h in

liiquity'" i, Davi4's con'esaion when ans wering
ta the voice af tht Spirit of God within him,
IlDead in tresp.aes andl ai"I is Paul's deci-
alan as tn tman's state, a deci-i,-n made under the
Ruidanceoaithatmarne Sjiit ofGod. Blinda.ear,
ieprasy, dea.th-thtse are the Bihle images of

in. Nat pleasant nar enticing, îruly; but it la
oly when ont sees boy literly sin bas destroy-
ed, and bow uîtetly beilîta he is ta save hiumih

&cm its pollution and its destructive power, that

be is prepared to abindon, bis own efforts and ta
(ail belpîcis ino tht hand of Christ witb tht

"Naktd, tome ta Thet for dreu;
Heilesa look to The for grace;
Foui, I to the fouritain fly;
Wash me. Saviour, or 1 dit."

"WAa did sin,tkis man or- kis parets" v. a.
Utc's, mysteries a! sadness are, tu the Chrisini",
not subjects ai mpeculation. Tbey are occasions
for beip. For tht religion ai Christ is iniensely
practicai, as Christ Himsehi in the, presence of
min and suffcring vas intenselvr pracical. It is
icnposýlle th at ve cas unravel tht mystery
of much ai tht wot that e se about us. It is
idie for as ta inquire. Tht mystry belonga, as
it dld ln thse cam of tilablind mas, to ibe doep-
parposes ci J&. What is plain ta ui s lathat Ve
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