
or ctrhng pl1ated, brcoad at tbu iuiddlc, and hav- fighting in hl ibi anner, wvith mnie hefore theni
ing a ioop ai one end, by whlch it mis fixed holding the large shiclds, %vith the blottQnl
upon IUI( firifly hold l>y the band. The other rcnîing on the ground. thus forming mioveable
extremit), terinri..tedl in a Inu îvhicli tscapc-d hreastworlks. Thli great sliields of the Philis.
fromn the fingcîis wvbcn the stone w'as thrown. tines scn to have been of circular shape.
(Kitto). Against this Nveapon the size and (F renan).
strcngth of Goliath %vole of no avail. The 42. Looked about-As if hie scanncd
Denjarnhtes wcere espccially Cxpert in the use of the intcrvcning space to cliscover bis antagonist
it (Judges 20: 16; 1 Chir. 12: 2). "It has and only %vlicn no one cise wvas visible could
Iwcen conionly supposcd that in laying asidc he believe bis cycs, that this shepherd lad had
Sail's armour, and prcferring lus owam slint, tic audacity to answcr bis challenge. He
David was giving up every advantage, and that disdlained him-Felt contempt for imi. His
the chances of his success wcre rnatcrially aýppe.arancc %vas alrnost girlish (ch. 16: 12).
lesscncd b>' the faot that lie was thus, conxiar. His person and equipnient wcre an instilt to a
atively speaking, defenceless. Butt ibis is a ý Man of war. There is a legend aniong tbc
rnista e. The geniîts of David was niade Jewvs tbai when Goliatb cast bis cyes uzion
nmanitest iii the choice of bis weapons, and so David, Uhc sight secnîed so ridiculouis thai ho
soon as hc bad dcterrnined to use the sling the threw back bis head and laughcd out liud.
issue ivas not doubtful. The giant was open But this action disarranged his hlmret and
to attack ont>' on thc forehead; but tlien lic bared his forcbead for David's stone (Prov. 16:
wvas cascd in such heavy arniour that lic couic! 18; 1 COr. 1: 21, 28).
not inove ivith swiftncss, and so hie could prove 43. Arn 1 a doç, that thou comest to
a forniidabie foc only when hie %vas l3gbîing ai me with staves.-1 lie plural is used in con-
close quariers. Dai d, on thc other biand, tenuptuous exaggeration of the armour of
%vas free, and could rua uvith, swiftuess and David which, appeared so thorougbly unfit for
agilizy. M'hile using thc siiag he could begin thc occasion. (K. and D.) The selituagint
the attack fronu a distance, and out of thc version reads "Ain I as a dog, that thou
range of bi% adversary's wveapons. So far, coincsb anainst nie with staff and stones? and
therefore, as wceapoas were considered, the'David said, Nay, buif uvorse than a dog.»
advaaitage uvas clenriy on David's side, provid. Tbis is evidentl>' an attempi t -0 "improve "
cd only hie cotid preserve bis precision of naim upon tbc simiple digaity of thc narrative. Very
and steaclincss of band. He was like one likely Goliath did flot ratice tbe sling, and
arrned %vith, a rifle, while bis cnerny biad oni>' David ina> lave purposel>' concealcd it so as
a spear and a sword; and if only lie could take to get in his shot before tlue giant could guard
sure aini, the resuit uvas absotuîely cer- buiscîf bebind his great shield (2 Sain. 3: S;
tain." (W. M. Taylor). Goliath (p'e. 2 Kings 8: 13; 18: 36;). By his gods-The
do>-), s0 caticd froni bis shinîng armour). Hebrew is singular 'by bis gods.", Sonie
Ife %vas. probably descended froni- the uaderstand that he blaspherned David's God
old Rephaini, of who.m a scattered ren. "i. e. rnakiag use of the nanie of jêhovali in
ant took refiîge among the Philistines aftcr jhis cursing, and thus dcfying, Dlot David onu>',
their dispersion by the Ammionites (Deut. 2: but thi God of lsraelalso.Y (K. and D.) Others
20, 21; 2 Sain. 21'. 22). (Smiith). Hle wvas take the words to nican "Ihis. own god," "li. e.
froin Gath iwbere desceacdents of the Anakini tbe deity whomi lie bad selçcted to be bis es-
were fouind (Joali. il: 22; Nuin. 13: 32, 33). pecial patron." (Payne Snîitb). "ie intok-
11ere, then, %we niay picture 10 ourselves the cd curses upon bm1. from, bis idol.gods."
twvo hosis, covering the lowv, rock' hbis (Greern), These wvere such as Dagon, B.ai
opposite to each other, and haif hidden 1and Astartc, whuom he thus deliberatel>' pittcd
aniongst thc lentisk bushes. Betuveen thera1 agaînst Jehovah.
was thc rich expanse of ripeaing barle>', andc1 4.4. And the Philistine said to David
thc red ban<s of the torrent, with ils white -This topioftical style of abuse was character-
shingly bcd. Behind ail ivere the distant hiue ý isiic of those spectacular ditels on wbicb in
hili.waiis ol'judaea, where Saul had just corne 1 ancient and inediieval tints the fate of so man>'
down. The rnail-clad chanmpion advanced armies huag. liorer is fuit of such boasts
froin tbc west tbrougli the Iow corn, uvith bis Iand threats, and such nîay io.day he heard
inigbby lance perhaps tufted uvibl featuers, bis aaîong the Bpcdouins. To hae'e oae's body
brazen heirnet shining in bbe -,un. Froni the thus disluo-ored after death, and left a pre>' to
east a ruddy boy in lus white shirt andi sandals, ardion birds anid btasts, ivas a fate froni which
armed ivith a goat's-hair sling, camne down to the sturd1i.., wvarrior would shrinlk uith horror.
the brookz, and, according 10 tbe pochie fancy (llustrative Notes). (i Kingu. 20: 10, Il-,
of the rabbis, the pebbles weie given voices, IProv. 18: 12; Ece. 9: 11, 12).
and cried, ' B- us shait thou overcone- the 45. A shicld-R. V. "a javelin."' Re-
giaabt."' (Conder). - lying upon your %veapons of war. Hle does

II. THiE C11ALLENGE. 41. And the flot dcign ho refer to bis false gods. The calai
Philistine came on and drew near unto 1faith of David is in iuarked contrasi to the
David-The words describe, with graphic 1blustering boastfulness of Goliabli. In the
vigor, bis nearer and ncarer approacli. The namne of th e Lord of bosts, * * "whom
mani that bare the shield-la the Assyrian Jthou hast defied-Resting, not uipon bis
scuilptures there are representabions of îvarriors 1ersonal proîvess, but upon the covenant God
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