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of tariff changes is no selfisi claim, but is of vital importance to the

entire trade of the country, wholesale and retail. Secondly, the

wisdom of doing away with ports of entry where incompetent offi-

cials al·ow variations in the rates of duty paid, to the injury of the

trade elsewhere. must also commend itself. There ought to be

uiniformity in the duties levied. To get in goods at 30 per cent. at

one port. and import the same class of goods at 5 per cent. more

(or less) at some other port is monstrous. These are reforms which

any Government ought to be eager to carry out. In demanding

thei the dry goods men are striking at the root of tariff difficulties

and arc entitled to prompt answer and relief.

STRENGTH IN WOOL.
NDICATIONS all point to firm values on all woolen fabrics this

season, both imported and domestic. The main reason oper-

ating in this direction is the sharp advance which has been estab-

lished on raw material. As already noted, the wool sales, both in

London and Antwerp, opened firm, and the fact, coupled with other

conditions, has produced a very confident feeling among holders of

wool on this side the Atlantic. Imported wools have advanced re-

cently i to r 4c. per pound, Cape stock, which was available a

month ago ai 13>4c. per pound. being held firmn to-day at à5c.

Other descriptions of foreign wool are equally strong, the average

advance being fully 7 to io per cent. on alt fine stock. This strength

has been reflected on the domestic raw material, for Canadian

fleece is from i to 2c. per pound higher than it was.

A lontreal house last week, considering wool a good specula-

tion. sent a buyer up into Ontario to try and gather in from 30oo-
ooo to 4oo,o pounds of wool. When this gentleman started out

he had the idea tat he would be able to do so around 19c. per

pound, but, when he got into the country, holders would not nego-

tiate under :îc. Thte majority of the selections offered also at this

price were not of the very best grade, and the latter can scarcely

bo bought, wvith holders in their present temper. under 22c. Ex-

pectation of a heavy demand from the United States for ail kinds of

textiles seems to be the chief foundation for the strong feeling.

HOTEL TRADE.
3y an Adverdser.

T HE traveling public now-a-daysis large, and has large wyants.
The trade of this class is uncertain. At the same time it is not

to be despised. Travelers are not on the look-out for bargains, and

pay the best prices for what they suppose are good articles.

There are several advertising mediurs designed to catch this

class of trade. The hotel register. city directory, cards hung up
over the desk. ail ame used to try to catch the eye and the trade of

the traveler. Even the bill of fare is ofttn pressed into service.

Without wishing to make any disparaging remarks about these
mediums. or those vho use them, I must. nevertheless. say that in

my opinion such mediums are worthless. Money spent on thei is
money thrown away. A traveler naturally asks at the desk vhen

he wishes tolknow where to buy anything. If the hotel ma.nager is

looking after his own business le will certainly send him to the best
house in the particular line his guest requires. If ho werm to give

the name of some second or third-rate house, he himself would be
the sufferen He would be in danger of losing his guest's patron-

age. So that the proprietor is bound %_ -.end his guests to the best

stores in each line, whethe~ they are advertising -:ith him or not.

I have found by experience that the best way to catch this class

of trade is to make your store the best in its line. I never had a

result from the kind of adertising mentioned above, though I tried

it for some years, nor do I know of any results which others have

had.

IMPORTED DRY GOODS.

T HE fiscal year of Canada began July ast., and the returns of

imports for the first four months, that is up to Oct. 31st., are

now complete.

By the first of July the spring trade is over, and, therefore, as

far as dry goods are concerned, it is rather interesting to compare

the first four months of one year with another. We havegone over

the figures of imports from July to October, 1895, and present the

result of the comparison in the accompanying table.

The resultindicates a very cautious policy on the part of dry

goods importers. Using round numbers-the exact figures will be

found below-the imports this year are about $6.920,ooo, compared

with $6,220.000 last ycar, or a decrease of S70o,oo. or about so
per cent. for the four months. This may be due to several causes,

and the period is too brief for drawing any general conclusions.

One thing, however, may fairly be inferrdd, that Canadian jobbers

have not imported for carly autumn trade as freely in 1896 as in

1895, and as values are about the saine as. or if anything a little

higherthan, last year, we may assume that the importing trade pre-
pared for less demand in foreign goods. Jt does not necessarily
mean that the turn.over by Canadian houses has been less. as the
shortage might be made up by domestic makes, which have sold
frcely this year. But, in the main. the decrease in imports is seen
in nearly all the principal items, as follows:

FOUR MONTHS' IMPORTS. DI.TIMALE GOODS.
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There are saine increases, of course. Dyed caltons have in-
creased, and this item may cover a certain amaunt of slaughtering
in American prints; which came into this market during thse sum-
mer. Thse imnports of lace collars, nettings. ec.c, which have been
and continue so fashionable this season, show an increase. WVooIen
cloîising is also responsible. for a sînall increase. But tise ailier
items arc in the line af diminished buying. Even dress goads, in
wvhich so satisfactory a trade ks reported an ail sides this season,
have falien off.

Of thse total import and export trade of Canada during tise four
nsonths in question nothing but expansion is ta bc recarded. Thse
exParts ame $47.933.898 fin îS96. campare mith $45.760.049 5n
1895. an increase of over $2.aao.oaa this ycar, coveing principally
farmers produce-whic is satisf.ctory ta te busines ouses
gricrally.


