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of tho chapels,—theso and other customary doings ® tion of their proper privilege of uniting with their‘\: The editors of the Church papers will oblige

woro features of appropricto observaunce which are,
repeated, with littlo variety, from year to year.

The wholo nuinber of cotnmumeants in the par-
ish on Clristmas day was nearly 760, of whom,
8o far ns could bo ascertained, there wero nenrly
300 in the Cathedral,—St. Matthow's having
atood next, swhere there we e 175,

Several pleasing instances of beneficence have,
of late, been witnegsed in the Diocese. A great
cffort has been commenced for tho ercction of
new buildings in order to tho better accommoda-
tion of the Junior Department of Bishop's College
—n graft upon that College which is of great im-
portance amd of excellent promnse.  Subscriptions
upon the spot—tho Principal and other officers
of the Collego setting, themsclves n most liberal
oxample—have been followed by cfforts put in,
train in tho cities of Quebee and Montreal (the
Collego Leing common to both Dioceses,) which
have opencd with encouraging auguries. There
nrolnlrcndy three or four subscriptions of 5500
cach.

The Finlay Asylum at Quebec, of which some
account wns given in a former number of this pa-
per, is nbout to be transferred to a new and more
advantageous site, upon which suitable buildings
aro to be erected. A widow lady, whose gift of-
$2,000 to this institution was mentioned in the
notice reforred to just above, lins recently given
an additional sumn of X100, and F300 have been
given by one of her sons for the same object—
2,700 from the Hamilton family, fo» the name ,
is no longer nny sceret, and there can be no fur-
ther reserve in giving 1t uewspaper publicity,

The Rev. Mr. Housman, the minister in char,,- !
parochinlly of the Cathedral congregation, las, in |
concert with the churchwarden in charge of thev
poor furd, very successfully cstablished in the |
suburbs of tho city a soup-kitchen in conrection
with tho Finlay Asylum, which, in the present
bard scason nnd slackness of work, has afforded ;!
much relief to the poor. li

Mensures are in train for crenting certain en-y
dowments of the Church in Quebeo, but are not |
yot in that season of their advancement which "
would warrant any cxhibition ol details in the !
Citereit JoUnRNAL, :

The foregoing sober chroniclo does not pretend
to prescent any cvents of a dazzling or exciting
chnrrcter; but they have been such as ave linked
with the work of true religion, and the advance

of the Church within the sphere to which they !

relate.—~Church Journal. :
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We have been requested by the Sceretary of
the House of Bishops to pudlish in our columus
the following important circular:—

To the Editors of the Church Papsrs.—By re-,
quest of Bishop Mende, who presided in the,
Houso of Bishops, this opinion is furnished, in
anticipation of the journal, as it was the request
of tho Bishops that it be read to the Congrega
tions by tho several ministers—

EOPS ON CHURCH

Resolved,—That in the opinion of the House of

Bislops, there is very much in tho preveiling

rnaaunncr of conducting those parts of our public,,

worship which require the aid of sacred musie,
to which tho serious atteation of the Clergy and
their congregations should bo dirccted—as, not
¢oly not promotive of a devout spirit, but, very
injurious thereto; as directly calculated to nur-
tare a lifeless formality, by making the congrega-
tion mere passive listeners o the musiéal sounds
confined to tho choirs, in tho formation of which
thero is often little roferenco to fitness of personal
character; as virtually depriving the congrega-

{

voices in tho worship of the Church when its
words are sung ag werl as when only read; as im-
pairing tho beautiful simplicity of our public wor-
ship, and thus rendering it in the parts referred
to, unadapted to the greater number of our
people, and so taking therctrom one of its chief
excellencies, as being Common I’rayer, accommo-
dated to all conditions of worshipping chris-
tinn people; as causing morcover n mncedless
delay and interruption of vur morning and cven-
ing 'rayer, by the introduction of music, espe-
cully such as is merely instrumen.al, which un-
profitably and ncedlessly abridges the tune allot-
ted to tho preaclung of tho word, and, by fatigu-
in'¢ the hearers, both in body and mind, interferes
with their ability rightly to reccive tho same;

and lastly, as creating in all these particulars, an ;

influence which, in our opinion, is decidedly coun-
teractive of the proper work of God’s Church, as
his appointed instrument of cherishing and pro-
moting Ilis worship *in spirit and in truth.”

Resolved,—That in the opinion of tho House of
Rishops, tho evils referred to procecd chicefly
from the following causes, namely, first from an
oversight of tho principle that the object of
Church music i3 not tbo gratification of a cultiva~
ted musical taste, but by tho aid of simple and
appropriate music, to cultivate devout affections
among il classes of worshioping people, and to
cuable them to commune with one another in the
united and animated expression of the same

Secondly, from the selection by o-ganists aud
choirs of such tunes end chauuts, as, on account
of their not being sufliciently familiar to the con-
gregation, or from their want of due simplicity,
the congregation caunot be expected to unite in
singing.

Thirdly, from the use of musical compositions,
especially such ag are catled chaunts, which re-
quire too much time in the per.ormance, and also
from the introduction of voluntaries on the organ,
before the chaunts, and between the verses of
psalms ard hymns, which, having no value, but
as cxhibitions of instrumental music, are weary-
ing to tho congregation.

Lastly, from tho extent to which the control of
this part of the worship of the Church is virtually
taken out of the hands of the Rectors of Parishes,
where aloue tho Church law has placed it, and s
exercised by committees of Vestrice, and cluefly
by organists and choirs.

Resolved,—That in the opinion of the House of
Bishops there can Lo no material improvement of
our public worship in the particulars mentioned,
except as cach pavish minister shall faithfully
perform the duty assigned him by the Iaw of this
Church, which, in the words of the Rubric, is,

"1 that with ¢ such assistance nshe can obtain from .|

persons skilled in music, he shall give order con-
cerning the tunces to be sung at any time in his
church, and especially ehail suppressall light and
unscemly music, and all indecency and irreve-
renco in the performance.”

Resolved,—"That it bo recommended to all the
' Pastors of our churches that they endeavour byall
I suitable menasures to promote a general participa-
', tion of their people, by voice, in those parts of
" our worship, which are sung, as well as those
 which are not.
' Resolved,—That inthe opinion of the House of
Bishops, it is particularly incumbent on the Rec-
b tors in our larger and older citics, to see that the
*music in their churches be so conducted as to
. afford a wholesome example to those in our hum-
L bler and younger congregations, who naturally
11 look to such sources for guidance, in matters of
1 external order and expediency.
! A true extract from the minutes:

Attest —Lewis P. W Bawucn,
Seeretary of the House of Bishops.

the Sceretary of tho Iouso of Lishops by pub-
lishing the above as soon a8 conventent.—Church
Record.

WHAT A CHUR™IU PAPER 1IS.

(Extract from an Fditorial of the New York Ch, Journal.)

It is thought that this giving of Church news
is a low nnd comparatively unimoortant work ?
There could not be n greater wmistake. We are
a!l One Body, and members one of another. If
each little company of believerswere to keep itself
separate from all the rest of the world, only being
carcful to maintain the exescises of religion
among themselves, and thus devote themselves

‘yholly to tho salvation of their owa souls, they
would bo realizing tho ideal of somo of the good
peoplo who despise Church news. They would
" be worse than even the monks of the middle
| ages, who, though thoy did separate the'nselves
[from tho world, and took no newspapers, yet
,loved dearly to sce some travel'er stop ct their
monastery door; and they made haste to havo
"him in, and give abundant and hospitable cheer,
and then all gathering round, they would ask him
_engerly of the tidings of tho brethren in all the
“Iands and cities and villages where he had been,
! Tho instinctive desire for this sort of knowledge
"is deep-seated in every true christian heart,—in-
* herent, inextinguishable. The Holy Scriptures
' abound with it every where; and the manifesta-
i tions of it in the Epistles of the New Testament,
when the Church was spreading rapidly from land
to land and from people to people, are moro
‘numerous and more touching than io all the rest
'of tho Bible put together. If we truly realize our
,common membership in one Body—that we are
brethren, sons of one Common Father in Heaven
“and of one Mother Church on earth,—we shall
'never ceaso to feel a lively interest in every inem-
iber of the heavenly Family every where. And
it is one of the peculinr blessings of this our latter
age, that the means of this inteligence,—rapid,
.bundant, certain, beyond the experience of all
former ages,—are lavished upon us so astonish-
ingly, by the multiplying powers of the printing
press, the steam-engine, und practical electricity.
Thesc are mceans for renewing and restoring fra-
ternal love aml union among members of the
Family. Woe be to those who pervert the very
,means andinstruments of union, into fresh engines
of division—new and more mischiovous provoca-
,tives of fraternal strife.
Aund what a comfort it is, to all lnabourers in the
.vineyard, to knosw how it fares with their brethren,
,lnud how they do. If weare in trinl or difliculty,
it is a well-spring of sympathy to know that they
are suffering also with us; or it isa compensa-
tion, in our sorrow or our failures, to know that
; the work of the Lord is prospering in their hauds,
,if not in ours; and that tkey aro gathering in
, large vich sheaves, even though our stouey fields
“ be barren and bare. If we are rejoicing in pros-
| perity aud success, it is delightful to know that
ibrcthrcn afar off are watching us, and rejoicing
. with us; or perhaps, it is still better for us to
Jlearn that in one place and another the hands of
;| the bretbren hang down through faintness and
.| want, and we at once hasten out of our abundance,
to givo unto them liberally, as unto brethren
beloved, of all things whercof they have need.
4 Allwbo are membersof a large family, the sons
,nnd daughters of which bhave been widely scat-
,tered over the world far from the ancestral roof-
tree, know how delightful a part of tho periodic
,return to the old homestead it is, to get out the
bundles of letters that havo been written to father
,and mother by the other brothers and sisters
. sinco tho last visit, and read them all over in the
order of their dJates, so as to follow up the for-
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