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And the cffects of that falae imprironment—
the legal accident of which I hiad Leen the
victim—had followed me till now, But for
that T ahauld not have fallen fn whth the old
ballad singer, and have been reporied by him
~as it was plain I had been—as fitfor further
training in erime, Thaso thoughta paxscd
through my mind then, bitterly stirring it up,
and afterwanis T hiad fuller confirmation of the
influence that tho *legal accident’ had excr.
cincd in theae after orents, Nevertheless, T
did not even then cutircly forget how that
otherwiso dixasterous accidant’ had been over-
ruled for good to me; and I trusted that the
ramo good hand of my heavenly Father which
had interposed ‘0 keep mo from evil in my
former prison, would not be withdrawn from
my protection in this new diffieulty, e who
hiad been with ine in one trouble even when I
knew him not, surcly would not forsako me
now.

*Hooked you there, Roley, have I ?° maid
Sloppy, otherwiso Solomon Stevens, with a
maliclousgrin, when he saw, or fancied ho saw,
that I hesitated to seply to his taunt.

*No, you haven't, I said: ‘1 was sent to
prison, but it was n istake, and the magisteate
who sent me there found out that I was inno-

cent,’
Anotler Joud and mocking laugh from my

visitor followed,

I nced not tax my reader's paticnco by de-
scribing tho further particulars of my confer
ence with Solomon Stevens; and I will condense
as tnuch as poseible the narrative of my impriz.
ontuent.

I wasin a den of villany. Where it was
rituated T cannot tell, except that it was on the
banks of the Thames, and that the houss itself
was ancient, ard aa T judged large and solitary.
1t scemed {0 bo the remains of some former
cenventunl building and was well caleulatod
for concealment, and, if need were, for resist.
ance. I was not admitted 10 the scerets of
my prison hiouse: but I had reasou to suspeet,
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part of the present century ) and probably the
building T have described hasbeen demoliahied,
and its sito now covered with modern strecls,
At the mame timo, similar retreats of crimo sre
not, I beliove, unknown in the present day to
the criminal scotion of modern City Arabs;
and it may bo that tho police of Loadon are
not cntirely ignorant of thelr existence.

The owner or ostensible head of this estab-
lishinent waa tho person whom I have previously
deseribed, and whom I heard addreased whilo
there, only by the alang title of the Captain.
Hlekept no feinale servants, nor weroany females
to my knowledge, admitted into thohouso; but
ho had threa or four ninle attendants, beaides
an old man who bore the namno of * Twopeuny,’
who wan aliko deaf, sullen, aud taciturn, and
whoso chief duty while I was thero scemed to
be that of dogging my footatepe, and ponncing
upon me at unexpeeted times and places, when
I had so far obtained my liberty as to be allow-
od to quit my placo of close conflaement, and
had the freedows given mo of certain rooms on
the ground floor at the back of the building,
from tho windows of which nothing could be
seen but a high blank wall, and the sinall yard
ot garden which this wall inclosed.  With ro-
gard to tho nther apartments in the house, my
curiosily would havo been baflled, even if I had
wished moro than I did to gratify it; for I was
not only given to understand that it would be
at my imminent peril i€ I attempted to cater
them, but te make assurance doubly sure, every
door was kept fast locked.

At times, this stronglold of crime scemed
to bo descrted by all its inmates except my old
keeper; but appearances were fallacious, for I
accidentally discovered that the Captain was
very rarcly far distant, and that, in somo part
or other of the building, some sccret business
was constantly in progress. I have no doubt
now that that business was coining; but I did
not know, and could not guess then, how ayste-
matically this crimo was carried on.

At other times, however, the Captain had

during the many weeks I remained there in
durance, that it had sec et and subterrancous:
passages; and that whilo externally it hiad the,
appearance of an innocent relle of antiquity, it
was 50 strenggthened and complicated within by‘
bary, bolts, iron-lined shutters, trap-doors, and
double doors, that great force would have boen'
required to obtain entrance against the will off
the jumates, or T may almost asy, garrison i
while it was so jealously guarded as to bo al.
moat beyond risk of surprise. My readers
will remember that I am writing of the enrlyl

land both the time and method of their appear-

scveral visitors; and with these—though under
his sharp and scrutiniziog eyo—I was compel.
led to associste, Qae large room, rather
roughly furnished, was common to all who camo
as wall a3 to the regular garrison; and heroall
recined to moct on equal terms of fellowship, in
which the host himself had no apparent saperi.
ori'i e

he visitors wers astrange snd motley crew;

ance and departure wero silent, sccret, and

could judge, it was in the dead of night they
came and went: snd neither the presenco nor
absenco of any of the number occasioned cither
remark or confusion in the houschold,

Why should I sxsumea thin veil of mystery
which cvery ono of my readem can so casily
penctratol I havo maid that tho house was a
den of villany. I may add tnatit was a regn-
larly organized fastness of crime, and ho whom
I havo spoken of as tho Captain was the head
of tho confederacy. Mero, then, constant.
ly wero assembled, or going and coming as in-
clination lod or occasion required, men who
daily and hourly held human laws in contempt,
und act them st defianco; burglars returning
with their apoils from distant districts, forgers
snd utterers of forged no'es and baso coin;
highway robbers; piratos; smugglers; pick-
pockets, and others who, coming under no par.
ticular denomination, were ready for any and
every ovil work,

I 200n discovered, morever, that the socicty
in this placo of infamy differed in somo respects
from that into which I had firat been introduced
That was the entrance hall; this, the inner
temple itaelf of erime.  Thero, comparatively,
little discrimination existed—a life of lawlcas.
ness giving a sort of title to ndmission, subject
only to gencral rules having regard to the im.
mediate sccurity of ita moembers; but here
none but stanch and despernto villians were
cligible, and a suspicion of treachery would
havo been s sentenco of death to the iraitor,
Here, too, lay concealed for seeks, and even
months, men on wnom largo rewards had been
sot, and for whom the oyes of the police were
constantly and greedily on the watch. Men
who wero supposed to have lelt the country re-
mained in safe hiding here, till the scent had
become cold and pursuit had been given up in
despair ; while, on the other hand, those whose
safcty demanded it, or who had incurred the
suspicion of thagang, wero speedily and seerctly
dismissed to distant shores from this haunt of
wickedness,—its promixity totho river, and the
Captain's intimato conncetion with lawless sea-
men, furnishing constant means of thusevading

justice.

I found, also, that cvery kind of personal
disguiso was kept in readiness, in the seeret re-
cesses of this ¢ Theives' Castle” I have seen
men who made their stealthy appearance as
geatlemen, retreat in the garb of mendicants,
and apparent beggars as suddenly and com-

pletely transformed into the outward aspect of

mysterious. Generally, howover, as far as

gentlemen ; dark hair and complexien often be-




