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“ A limited atonement cannot be preached.”
This s certamly a baold assertion, anid we foel
pedfectly astomshed that the author should have
veatured (o tnake it.  He knows that the doc-
trine is mamtamed by a very lnge propotuon of
the most futhful and suceessful npnsters of the
gospel, and yet he hestates not to brand themy |
with the duplicity or ecowardice of refusing to '
own or proclumn what an their hearts they bes
lieve. Itis quite true, that the ductrme 1« ex.
ceedingly distnsteful to the nataral mund. It <o
humbles the prude of mau, nad exaits the sove-
reignty of Divine grace, that to camal-mnded |
men it is extremely unpalatable.  Ministers,
therefore, who are aftaid to encouncer the pregu-
dices, or anxious to court the applanse of ther |
hearers, may stadiously ave, the declzration of |
this, as well as of any other peculinr dactrine of
Christinnity.  This doctrine, however, we fears l
1 saly nssert has been poeached, is preached, and |
will contiwue to be preached, wherever and when-
soever the ambassadors of the gospel are not
ashamed ot afraid to declare the whole counsel
of God.

‘The author concludes this part of his pamphlet
wi:h the statement, that the doctrine of a definite
atonement * was unknown in the chnstian church
till the ninth century.”  In proof of this he reiers
to a speech of the Rev. G. Kennedy of Lesth,
who refers to certnin passages in the wntings of
the Fathers, which secm opposed to our views.—
‘That such passages occur we do not deny.  But
§f our author wall turn to the clesing part ol Ow-
en’s work on the death ot Chnst, he will find
how little dependance can Le pinced on Mr. Ken-
nedy’s swecping assertions. e will there find
extracts from the writings of such early Christian
Fathers as Igaatias, Clement, Cyprian, Athanas~
us, Augustine, and others, which_plainly shew,
that so far from the doctrine of a defimte atone-
ment being unknown nll the ninth century, it
was maintained by the most eminent of the carly
Christians.  From Augusunce, for example, the
following extracts are given: « Chnst will possess
what he bought ; he bought it with such a price
that he might possess it:" and again, * e that
bought us with such a price, will leave none to
perish wham he hath bought.”
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KNOX'S COLLEGE.

Taz Session of 1850-51 was opened on the 17th
.ult. The attendance of students at the opening
was very good, cqual to, if notlarger than onany
previous occasion of the kind. We were much
gratificd to see several of those ministers who
had received their education in Knox's College,
and who are now settled in pastoral chavges in
various parts of Canada, revisiting their Alma
Mater, and mingling again with their younger
brethren. One very pleasing feature connected
with the institation is, that feehing of christian
{raternity which has churncterized the students to
»0 large an extent from 1ts establishment. We
see in this an important element, calculated to
p:osote the vigor and harmony of the church,
when these men assume, as they must necessarily
very soon, the active management of her business.
Every day's experience isteaching us, and recent
eveats have made the fact more palpable, that it
is to a native trained ministry we must chiefly
look for the supply of our cungregations with or-

dinances.
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Together with the Professors and students, the ]
imnisters and elders from vanous Preshytenes of |
the church, there was preacnt a consulerable :
putnber of ladies and gentlemen, who tahe an -

tereat g the College.

The Rev. Dr. Wilhs opened the scrvice by
wving ont Peadm Ixxa., 16~19. After singing, the
Rev Wilinam Resd of Picton, Moderator of 8y nad,
“offered up a capgable and snpressve prayer.

Dr. Willis then procecded 10 address 1he
students. We ean only give a briel outhne
of this comprebicnase oprmng iveamre, some pas-
sages of which stiuck us asexceedimgly appropri-
ate, and eapressed with eloguence and power,—
We refer expecinlly to that part of the adidress
which poiuted out the inotives which should ac-
tuate an aspirant to the holy mnstry —lha dtury
to i at a lgh standard of twimstenal qualiti-
cauon and geacral learning—aud the deportment
that sheald characterise hun o bus intercourse

with inen.

Alter some introductory remarks, Dr. Willis
proceeded nearly as follows:—

“ The objeet for which we convene here is ane
of prine interest and importance ;. and it 13 well
that we should feel alive to the responsiilities
connected with our pursmts, at the very com-
mencement.  \What can be more 'nteresting and
important Jhan the business of preparanon for the
service of Clirist in the gospe]! ‘I'he least reflec-
tivn on the design of the gospel mmistry, and on
s bearing on the temporal and cternal well-be-
ing of our feliow-creatures—uay, on the cffects
which may follow cven to generations unborn,
from the manuer in which the duties of religious
teachers are dischianred—-1 say, the least reflec-
tion un these things, should secure serious thought
fromn those who spontaneously address them-
selves to this spiritual cathng, or who, by the ad-
vice of others. sepamte themselves to the Lord's
scrvice.  * H a man desire the oflice of a bishop
—a epiritual guardinn of others—he desirew a
good work ;* but in proportion to the magn..ude
of the interests involved in the care of souls, is
the blame-worthiness attaching to whatever is
trivolous 1n the spirit in wluch it is undertaken ;
faithless in the manner of its performance ; or
cven slight and perfunctory in our preparations
for such a trust.

¢« We wish to speak to you, dear friends, in the
language both of encouragement and ac . anition.
Placed at the gate of yourentrance to tins school
of the prophets, we must warn you of the danger
of thoughtlessness and formality, not 10 say false-
hood and hypocrisy, in a business of the very
highest concern, whether as it regards the glory
» God or the good of man. We do, indeed,
welcome and hail every eincere proffer of service
to the best of Masters, and the best of causes,—
And we do most heartily and aflectionately
—1 speak for myself, also for fathers and breth-
ren around me—seympathise with all the honor-
able aspirings of studious youths, with all the
cares and anxieties of right-minded candidates
for the Holy Ministry. We would as frankly
tell you of the encouragements that await you,
as of your reeponsibilities; of the great and no-
ble rewards—great I mean in the light of faith
and of heaven—that belong to the walk of life
you have chosen. But, assuming that your
resolution has been well weighed, and that
you have addressed yourselves to your design
in a spirit of prayerfulness, we are persuaded
you will all the more candidly welcome any
counsel of ours which may guard you against
temptations incident to the position of Students,
or aid you in realizing the great end of your
pursuits.

« 1 am compelled to say, that while there is no

station more honorable than that of a gospel min-
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wster, none, in which ene 1ay connt, perhaps, on
i larger share of seal haman happuoess; there is
not a character more conteinpuble than a trifley
m the ymeyard of the Lord, and no walk in
winch e bitter motilicauons await the pre-
suinisous mtrader mto an othce, for whose du-
tuce he has no congemaliny of disposuion, and
whore pesponsibilities he has never ind to hears,
It the otlice be undertaken s a spirit of mercen-
iy scculanny—f the profession be chosen only as

Cnretreat fiomaneane e and wore Inbonious voen-

1oti-==if even uudeninken manly for the suhe of
s cppostumtic s of ot llectual losute and en-
yment s o, last of all, of, supposing the pre-
senee of rome lngher views, there be in the Sw-
denut a vam coneeit of mnate and unassisted suf-

"ficieney, lending to mnke light of the means of

thotough prepaiaton for the work in view—be
aesured the sin of such persons will find them our,
and the mistuke on which they have proceeded
m ananging ther plans of bfe wall be derovered,
it may be, oo late both for their cownfort snd their
uscfulners,

* It is gnievouns to think of the numerot.s instan-
ces of di-appouted hope which the history of the
pulpit records—chargeable on errors at the ontget
of the student’s course—disappointinent to candi-
dares for the mmistry themselves ; disappointmen:
to their frienda; and to the public ;—which it is
in vain sought to refer to causes so general as the
nnate prejudice of men against religion, or the
uehing eurs and fastidious taste of the age, or the
multiplication of competitors in the Gospe) field.
We ure not forgetting that these causes do exert
an intluence in hindering the acceptance of well-
intentioned and even well accomplished lahourers.
But I wish to impress it on your minds, that these
causea are often pleaded in explanation of what
they do nut explain—and that a responsibility
which 18 neurer ard more subjective is often
shifted to the distant and objective, in accounting
for the phenomena of listleas auditories, empty
pews, nnd decaying congregations, in communities
well affected 10 the cause of religion, and disposed
to give to the ambassadors of Christ a favourable
liearing. ‘Thatin such circumstances the preacher
toes not gather around him eager and grateful
listeners, or that the interest in the ministrations
of the pulpit is seen daily to wane, isin a large
proportion of cases to be attributed to the effete
and unimpressive character of the preacher's mat-
ter and style—nnd to the want of becoming ear-
nestness in the work, both out of the pulpit and
in it. When men of active and inquisitive mind
are disappointed of finding the expected aliment
of their sovls—or their taste as wel! as conscience
is offended by the incongruity between the trans
scendamtly important themes which the preacher
handles, and the absence of even the ordinary
pains in iilustrating and enforcing them, wlich a
very moderate degree of intelligence in the hearer
desiderates and appreciates,—men who are busy
and ardent in other pursuits, are conscious of
something being grievously wrong. They are
pained 10 miss in him who deals with them on the
high concerns of etermity those tukens of method
and adjustment,—those fruits of industry, and
conecientious application, which are demanded in
other departments of human labour; but which
when wanting here, betray an inadequate estimate
on the part of the preacher himself of the inter-
ests which he professes 10 commend 1o the atten-
tion of all.

My young friends, the real cavse of a minister’s
dieappointments is ofiew 10 be found in a negleet
of adequate preparation. And the reasnn why I
labour to imprese this now is, that the evil is not
seldom traccable to college days. The minister
is inefficient because the student was indolent ;
and ill habits acquired in the clase-room, and at
the divinity-hall, have been transferred to the
ministes’s sitting-room and manse. The coun-
sels of experience are despised by the self-suffi-
cient. Indolence satisfies itself with contempla-
ting a passable style of acquirements—nont what
is best, but what is tolerable. Procrastination




