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READING SERMONS.

‘Phis isa suljeet on which there has been much
difierence of opinion.  Notwithstandiug the pop- |
ular prejudice, and the very geaerally eapressed
opiniuns of a large proportion of the preachers in
the Evangelical Churchies, agamst the practice,
it scems to be gaing ground.  ‘There as nothing
recorded in the Scriptures, of enther the Saviour
or His Apostles condemmug the readmy of
witten exposition of the Iivine word,  But we
doubt not their practice was, nuther to write nor
to read their discourses.  “Flierr supernatural gufis
rendered it unnccessary that they should use helps
to memory.  The Synod of the United Peeshyte-
rinn Church in Scotland, and the old xchuol Gen-
eral Assembly m the Umted States, discussed the
subject simultancously at their last meetings, and
by large majosites carried the anti-manvseript
motions. While we would leartly approve of !
Church Courts yecommending, or of Miusters
resolving, as we have reason to believe the Stu-
dents of Knox's College have done, not to use X
anuscript in the pulpt, we queston the right of |
any Church Court to make an absoluie rule m the |
cate. ‘The following appropriate remarks on the !
subject, are sclected from an article in the Ldin-
bargh Witness :—

“We do not think the subject one regarding
which a sober-minded man ought to experience
avy difficulty in making up hizmind,  We be-
jicve that of the best uninspired senmons which
the world ever heard, some were dehivered with,
and some without notes 3 and that of the very bad
and very uscless sermons which have been poured
into its unwilling and drowsy ear, the one-hall
has bgen spoken extempore, and the other half
has been read. O, the utter weariness of
pointless common-places, monotonously chimed
from off faded manuseript, kept, like the manna
of old, until the wonns had got intoit?! O, the
chilling cflect of watery deluges of idle extempore
verbiage, which if it conveyed the gospel message
at all, conveyed it as if on the hamwopathic prin-
ciple—a iihonth part medicine, and the rest
water. It was urged by some of the majority of
the United Preshyterian Synod, that the extem-
pore plan was the apostolic one, and we doubt it
not. It was the apostolic plan; butit is onc of
the cccleiastical cvils of the present thae, that not
a few of our younger ministers of the vaiious
Presbyterian churches are getung, 10 some part
by far to apostolic 1n their preaclung—scemg
that not only do they preach without notes,
but also 1o all appearance without * taking any
thonght beforchand what they are 10 say,)”
Apostolic pracuces invanably demand apestolic
gifts; and as he who would preach extempore,
and without taking thouglt, simply because
Teter must have ofien done so, might sink
in the attempt, without knowing it; we would re-
commend him fint to uy waltking, as Peter didd, ¢
upon the water, ag, were he to sink there, he
would be sure to find it out.  On the other hand
= spoken discourse, when of the character of those
which we have been often privileged hear from at
Jeast two of our chivice—men of cloquent lips,
capacious minds, and carcful preparation—is a
very noble thing; had it not been our lot 1o live
in the age ot Chalmers, we would perhaps say, a
more magnificent and impresaive thing than it is
possible fora read discourse 10 be. Butit Zas
been ourlot to live in the age of Chalmers, and
#o we cannot sy it.  We cannot cven say that
spoken discourses are morc usclul than the writ-
ten.  God made the read discourses of Jonathan |
Edwards instrumental in wotking a great revival, ‘
This we shall say, however, that therc xre dis-
wicts in Scotland in which the fecling aminst §

real discourses is very strong—where a minister
could not pereist in being what some of our couns
try fulh tenn a * remder of the atorpel,”  without
oflending ugainst men's souls, and mightily abridg-
ing his own ustfulness; and for 1 wmatter as e
different initself as the * eating of meat,” a mine
jster haa no right to cast “a stumbling bloch” in
the wiy of lus prople If thy brother he grieve
ed  we would say, < with by fread discourse)
now walkest thou not charinably ;3 destroy net
b with thy [read discourse) for whom Clirict
died”  Sull lees, however, would we recognnze
any right in the members or mmisters of these lo-
calmes to dietate an any such subjeet 10 the min-
isters or miembers of a diflerent loeality, in which
there obtained no sueh feeling  Nay, it would
be the believers solemn duty, fouuded by the
Apuostle on his liberty in Christ, not1o permit men
10 Judge him in things as indifferent in themselves
as matters of meat or drimk—i ¢ the reading or
not reading of discourses, Tt would be a duty in
him to resist such legislation as a capricious exer-
cisee of usurped power, arhitrarily founded on the
human will and nothing clse.

“Ilhiere are sulyeets proper to the pulpit that
require to be carefully and claborately written;
and congregations, composed of men of culiivated
miids and refined 1aste, demand their frequent
treatment The epistle to the Romans would
form a magnificent discourse, bt not 2 discourse
that could be debvered extempore.  Jonathan
Edwards read liis certnons, nor ig it cacy to un-
depstand how they could have been spoken.  We
are not quite sure that any suinster in the majority
of cither the American Assembly, or the Scotch
Kynod, thinks and rezcons in the siyle of Ed-
ward's far famed ‘T'reatise on the Will 5 but if so
we would advise him by no means to attempt
embodying such thouglis and such reasonings in
his extempore prelections.  Let him by ] means
write and read  Or, if able 10 produce such ser-
mous as those produced by Butler, we should hum-
bly urge thot, instead of making them spoken
oncg, he would tahe considerably more pains in
the waung of them than was taken by ceven But-
tor humself.  We heard, some two or three years
eince, one of the most distinguished preachers of
the Free Church deliver to - highly taught Edin-
burgh congregation, past of a course of very clal-
omte sermons on a prevailing heresy of the time,
which have since appeared aga volume ; and saw
thnt, as beeame the subject, the sermons were
carcfully written and impressively read.  When
listenting to the same preacher addressing conptry
congrepntiong {in oue instance in the south of
Scotland, iir another in the north) we found he
did not usc =a cingle note; and his discourses on
these ocensions, interesting and powerful, though
of coursc looser in their texture than his written
oncs, were greatly tore acceptable in both Jocal-
sties just beeause e did ot We regarded himn
as equally in the rizht in using his manuseript in
Edmburah, and in dispensing with it in the coun-
try 3 and we wonld regard that Church Court as
very unwise that would prohibit him cither from
setting it aside in the onc case, or from employ-
jug it in the other.

* That wlile the avemge qualifications of the
pulpit are not heightening and improving, are, to
state the matter in no eatremne form, at least no
higher than they were a century ago, the general
intelleciual qualifications of thie people are greatly
heightening and improving, The pulpit has been
a fizture, while the generml plaform ofthe Church
has been nsing.  During tae site-retusing perse-
cution, we travelled severl miles in the Westem
Hightands to hear a sermon preached in a steam-
boat; and found that, while more than one-half
the congregation occupicd the deck of the boat,
the minister had, in conscquence of a curious nr-
mngement, stationed himecll with the remainder
in the cabin below, and had to speak up through
the hateh. It did strike us at the time that the
position was, alas? too typical of what is taking
place in many of the churches: the pulpit has got
too much under the level of the congregation,and

it i3 not legislation against written or read die-
courses that will ever have the efieet of clevating
it, s0 a8 1o cuable it 0 meet the legitimate de-
mands of the™age, What is imperatively required
in the first place (we of course speak merely of
what man can do,) is the elevation of the stan-
dizd of acquirements i candidates for the minis-
try, and, thorough conscientiousness on the part
of Preshyteries, that rash hauds bie not laid un in-
competent heads.  YWhat is imperatively required
in the second is, that ministers of the gospel resist
as their worst enemy the tempration of yielding
to mental mdolence,  We say mental indolence s
a tlung quite compatsble with great bodily exer-
tion and ceascless activity. minister may
preach three sesmons every Sabbath, and may be
most sedulous in visiting his people during the
week, and may be a very sluggard, notwithstand-
ing, living on a few stock idess, and unable to
submit himselt to the drudgery of thinking out
more.  Let no such man, too indolent 10 think
frimzelf, ever expect to set other wen a-thinking.
‘Ihere i3 a sympathy in cogitation ; the thoughts
of the preacher must be drawn fresh and vital
from the fountain of the intellect, not stagnant
and old, or it will wholly fuil to awaken thoughts
in other mmds. It is no upology 1o urge, if it be
really dead, that it came originally from heaven:
the munna did so of old; butit was wholly use-
less on the second day.  But we can merely indi-
cate the direction in which the ailing Churches
aught to apply the stethescope.  “Their acts and
declarations against manusenptsand read discour-
ces serve merely to show how sadly they mistako
their own case.
et

“PRAY TIIAT SERMON.”

A young licentiate, afier throwing off a highly
wrought, and, as he thought, cloquent Gospel
sermon in the pulpit and presence of a venerable
pastor, solicited of his experienced friend the ben-
efit of his criticismne upon the performance, *1
have but just one remark to make,” was his reply,
¢ and that is to request you to pray that sermon."”
“What do you mean, sir?” “1 mean literally
just what I'say: pray it, if you can, and you will
find the attempt a better criticiam than any 1 can
make upon it ‘T'he request still puzzled the
voung man beyond measure @ the idea of praying
a sernon was a thing he uever heard or conceived
of ; and the singularity of the sugaestion wrought
powerfolly on his imagination and feelings. le
re~olved 1o attempt the task.  He laid his manu-
seript before him, and on his knces before God
undertook o make it into a prayer. But it would'nt
pray; the spunt of prayer was not in it, and that
for the very good reason—as hie then cleacly saw
for the first time—that the spirit of prayer and
picty id not compose i1, For the first time, he
saw that his heart was not right with God ; and
tlus conviction left Ium no peace until he had
 Clirist formed in him the hope of glory” With
a rencwed hicart, he applied himself anew to the
wotk of composing sennons for the pulpit 3 preach-
cd agnin in the presence of the pious pastor who
had given such timely advice ; and again solicited
the henefit of his critical remarks.  1have no re-
marks to make,” was the complacent reply ; ¢ you
can pray that sermon.”
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BENERICIAL EFFECTS OF A WELL STENT SATBATH.
—1 am prepared 10 affinn, that to the studious
especially, and whether younger or older, @ Sab-
bath well-spent—spent in happy cxcrcises of the
heart, devotional and domestic—a Sunday given
10 the soul, i3 the best of all means of refreshment
for the merc intcllect. A Sabbath 20 passed is a
liquefaction of the entire nature—~a disperaive pro-
cess—dispelling mental cramps and stagnations,
and cnabling cvery single faculty again to get its
share in the gencral diffusion of the intellectuad
powers.—Isaac Taylor.



