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T SCOr1TISd REFORMATION,

By appointment of Sgnod the several nin-
isters of our church have to call the atten-
tion of their congregations to the suhjoct of
the R ‘formation in Scotlaud, on the Sabbath
preceding the 20:h of the prescut month.
We baveno doubt the duty will be performed
with fi-delity aud zeal, nod that (rom the var.
ious pulpits in our church, ag well as those ot
sigter chiurches, a faithful testimony will be
borne to those glorivus truths, which the Re.
formation was the wmeans of exbumiung from
the tomb to whick Pupery had cousigued
them, and of bringiug promicently forard
for the instrucation and spiritual enlighten.
ment of the people. The work of the Re-
formation bad heen going on in Scotland for
some years previoarly.  The first covenant
had been entered into in 1557 3 the second had
been eotered into in 1539, The good sced
of the Word bas heen widely scattered. The
leaven of the Gospel had diffused its influ-
ence exten-ively throughout the mass of soc-
fety. A Coufession of Faith, drawnup by
Knox and others #as ratified, on 17ta Aug.
while ou 20th December, the church saw
her First General Assembly convened, with-
out, it is true, royal proclamation, or royal
commissioner presiding, but with the erident
presence, savction, 2nd blessiog of the great
King and fead of the Churcb. We donotsay
that the Cbhurch of Carist then commenced
its career io Scotland. The Charch of Cbrist
had beea planted in early times. Evenio the
dark ages, light not only lingered about Youa
apd other centres of evangelical trath,
bat was diffused from these certres, gladden.
iog many souls, and cheering many weary
pilarims. Tke light was pever entirely ex-
tinguished. God did not !eave himself en-
tirely without witness, even o times of great
darkaess and superstition, But now the
scattered beams of light were collected and
conceotrated. The candle was trimmed, and
brought out to give light and knowledge and
salvation of the people atlarge. The load
of superstition aud error which bad been ac.
cummulating for ages was throwa off, and the
charch stood forth arrayedin ber beautiful
garments, to bear witness for the Savionr be-
fore the:world.

Apart from the precions truths which
wére podbly vindicated by the Rerormers'
there are many thingsio conoection with the
great movement which should call forthour
special gratitude. 'We havo reason to thank
God for the noble sagents whom, o His

providence he bad rendy fur the accomplish-
mentof his own work.  Knemies und detrac-
tors may sim many blows at Knox and
h's goodly associates, but their assunlts are
powerlese.  In regard to intellect, far-secing
pradence, large .nd liberal views, ag weil u8 io
regard to grace and personal picty, the Scot-
tish Reformers were highly diginguished.
‘I'hey wero far in advance of their age ; their
qualificationg indeed pre-eminently Gtted them
for the work to which they were called.

We have reason alsy to be thankful when
we consider the means emplnyed  r the ac-
complishment of the Reformation in Scotlsnd.
Ia sume countries, even in Baglind, the
meaus were very different (r *m those employed
in Scotland. Here the preaching of the
pure gospel, the circulation of the Word
of God, the promotios of education amovg
the general body of the people, were the
principal means erployed, maans not only
best calculuted for the immediate object in
view, but which teuded more than anything
else to form the habits and mould the char.
acters of the people, and to influcuce the In-
stitut’ons of tke country even down to the
present time, What would have been the
condition of the conntry without the B:bles
and the churches and the gchools which the
Scottish Reformers gave tothe perple? It
i3 not too much to say, that the effects of
these things have extended far beyond the
geographical limits of Scotland, and bave
told oo the Jiberties, and the civil and relig.
icus privileges of Britaina and of the World.

We have reason to thank God for the suc-
cess which attended the labours of the Scot-
tish Reformers, Itigtrue their labours were
uot withiout opposition. They had to suff:r
much (rom the treachery and rapacity of the
nobility. The goodly vine which they planted
was Dot without the rude assault of many a
strong blast, and the scorching heat of muny
a devastating fice. Bat their work w's aot
iuvain. The vine, which they. were employed
to plaot, took de-p root snd filled the land.
Though expo:ed from age t6 age to the flames,
it hagsuever beea cossumed, whils its fruit
even in this remote land, and in many otber
remote lands, are freely erjoyed. Wemay well
then unite in offering up our warmest thanks-
givings for that Reformation, ths consumma-
tion of which we are to commemorate in
the courss of a faw weeks.

But surely our thenkegiviogs shoald not all
evaporate in mere commemoration services,
and punlic celebrations. Let us cliog still
closer to thase doctrives aad principles for
which the Reformers contended. Let us seek

te be personolly ioflnecced by them, and to

stand fast ia the liberty wherewith Cbrist hos
made us free. Let us remember too, that

.we have to bear & part o the work in which

the Reformers were engnged  “F'he battlo is
uot over, tho strugglois not ut an ond. We
caunot be veutral.  Wo dare not refuse to
come to tho help of the Lord again-t the
mighty, Lot us see thot wo are valinat for
the truth, doing whatin us lics for the vindi-
cation and extension of the truth agitia jn
Jesus.  Ia thislund wo have perhaps been too
backward in giving prominence to the princi-
ciples and doctrines for which the reformors
contended, and in secking to counteract the
influence of Popery, which here wields such
an influence.  Let the memory of the past—
of tho struggles and trinmnphs of our reformiog
fore-fatlicrs,~as well a3 a right uppreciation of
our own privileges, quicken our zsnl, that with
fervent love, but at the samo time witk geop
earpestoess, we may contend for the faith once
delivered unto the suiots.

We observe that in Scotlaud somethiog
practical has beea done. 'T'hey had enthuai-
ustic gatheriags, and eloquent addresses, and
heart-stirring discourses, delivered by some of
the noblest of the leaders of evangelical dec-
tripe. I3ut this was not all.  ‘I'hey founded
a Protestant Instrture, tho establishment
of which, will, we doubt not, largely tead to
the upholding and exteusion of the principles
of the Reformation. We may not do the same,
—we may nol be in circumstances to erect
such a building as is contemplated in Edin-
burgh, sod to establish such means and ap-
plisnces as are propased to be put into opera-
tionthere. But might we not take advantage
of the interesting occasion for the formation of
a Protestant association.  \We believe such
an association might, by the blessing of (iod,
be emiuvently usefulin such a conatry as this,
Wil not some decided steps bo taken for the
accomplishment of this importaot object 2

—

PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL IN
POPISH LANDS.

Amidst the political revolutions which
are taking place at present 1n some of the
chief seats of Popery on the continent, it is
interesting to observe that tho gospel is
quietly making its way. As one door after
another i- opencd, the Bible is introduced,
and fonthwith the leaven begins to operate
and spread. With the exception of Rome and
the territory immediately around {to which
narrow hunuts the Papal dominious have
now been reduced) the whole of Italy is
fnow moro or less open 10 the Gospel. While
this is the case, 1t is pleasing to know that
provision is uot wanting, to some extent,
at least, for preaching the Gospel, and dif-
fusing the fight of divine truth among tho
people.  The Waldensian church, preserv.
cd, no doubt, by tiie providence of God for
such an opportunity as this, is doing much

to evangehze the emancipated Italians. In



