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The :cguaiiaﬁr ;

Beailes the annual-and-semi-annual visits, to-the tombe, women go
“wlone to wail-by the srle of=the grave-ofa decensed hoshand: ond thes
-they do muthiy-or q Lirtery, on the-day of the mrathor '\\‘h.«‘fi‘!v*\!?‘!‘ﬂl
took place. A% they suppass the spint of e dead 13 1a or aben the
gravesthey believe he hears thrir epes, wittieaes therp-trasa woul gnef,
-and.can exert some influence for-thesr good manswerfo the-prayers they
addressohan.  With-soSeand bister luneutations they toll over thetr
griefs, and supplicate for-sonie nutigation of their nusery, Ihearseenes,
though-we frequently-witness them, are very-painfl to behold 5 rm-rmc
weeping i notalways feigned.  They, indeed, kowl, wrng thetr !mx:d-x,
and teac-thieir hair. -Poor creatures? whoe doex not puy themt Vmn
wre-their prayers, and-unavailng their gnef.  Uh thatthey knew of:1lun
who once mingled his dorrowa-with thie-family-of Bethany ;-and-who =l
proclaims “Iam the -resurrection and_the_hfe: he that telieveth m-me,
though lie were-dead-yet shiatli-he hive ; and=whosoever liveth gm}l’bchcy-
eth in me; shall-neverdie  * Believéth thou-tlis 1" Yes, remler, bee
fievest thouthis? ‘Thenhow long shallihose widows, 1w whose -hehalf
Y here appealio-ya, how long-shall_they be ignorantof-lfim who came
to_bind up-the broken:hearts

THE ISTIMUS-OF PANAMA-AS A MISSION FIELD.

We make-the following extracts fromthe Report of a special come
“ittee of the-Fureign -Comnuittee of-the- Episcopal-Buard- of- Misauns, 10
relation to_a-propused Tiussion {o Central Atiteried. [ will be -found to
_eontain-useful -nformation concerning_a-region with- which we are be-

coming- mtimately- connéeted, and-its -views of Chnstan duty will-com-

mend_themselvesto-the fnenda of the-mpssionary work.

The Lsthintia of Paiaina-is thie nortliewestern province of New G r;\g:ld:;,
whicl_is-the north-western State-of-South Amenca,  Central Amenca
“bounds=the Isthnus on-the-norih. “The -ptivpal towas-m- the-lthmus
are-Panama, on the Guif of Panamia or the Pacific Ocean,;and A=pinwaif,
onthe Caribbean=Sea-or the-Athnue Ocean. o
" The- population -of-thg Isthimis 13 a-nnxed -race. Tne proportion -of
white Spamards_is, prubably,-not one-third.  'There -nave a-few-ludinns.
“The bulk_of-the inhabitants are-mufatio, white, -and=Negro. Tt sssup-

posed that the-Indmn_race-was-rapidiy-exhausted by the mnmng opera-
-tions, and-their_place_supplicd by an impartation-of -Atricans, from whom
the:present-population-hasin-a=great-measare descended. o
As_nught be supposed, the prepondersting traits of character ate
African. ‘I'here-is great ignorance, supersutian, aud animabism, Never=
theless, thesintusion-of-Spanish -ahof
-the-Africanrace. ‘Tnéy. appear-to-havesa- desire-for_improvement, and
-considerable-aptitude -for-receiving-instruction. Many-cxhbitvery fair
-intelligence. ‘L'he-natives-who labour on:the railroad are-giate-as capable
us_the usual ran of laburing men; m-many.indtances thiey-have-been raived
positions of_reaponeibituy, requinng skill, @act, and imgeninty.  Many-of
hibit-a-desire -to-léarn-to -read-and write -some have ucquied
‘both. Many aré-inquiring for and=anxiwus to réceive books. .
Similar remarks probably-apply-to the condion-of. Central Africa, 1If
there-is-any_difference-between:the two, the condition of - the-Isthnius and
New Granadacis-the most-tavourable.
The-whole -of-liese countries -are under -the-influence of the Roinan
Catholic-Church;and-to 1l are owing=the-gnrvous ignoraace aad degrada-
tion; and-the_entire-want ol all trie rehygion, under which-the propleZexist,
The small-iatelligent- postion-of the-people-are -beconnng -mfidel.  “I'lie

Houd:=elevates them:ahove-the-low-tyjie of

mass-is in the:lowest degree-superstitious, 1dolatrous, and givento cere-

monials-and formalitiés. ‘Jhe-condution of the pricsthood is-lameuntable,
Such.a state of réhgion among the teachers could consist-only-with_the

-deepest-degradation-among the people, aud-the absence of all

-Jedge -of God.” The-amount of religion among the nauves-at-work upon

the railroad, is observed 10 be thieir attention to'feast-days-as days of idle-

fice of all-true know=

neas;-even these -observances are, in many cases; -neglected, since -it-is
“found-that-tke-company: pay-for:labouring-upon festivals. Fast-days are
not-miuch:abservéd. ‘They are-fond- of ceremanials and:processions. An

eye-witness infornted.your- Committee .of_a circumstance lustrative -of

this fact, -He was-sitting-with a-distingwished: native officer on-Palin

:to Jeru-
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-Sunday, when a procession passed;illustrating Christ’sentrance
salem. A negroboy -inounted on an usg, -bedizened with_sil
-stars,-and surrounded -by-an.admiring -crowd; personated-the

seen such- religivus degradation- as exists-in-that-country even-in-Italy.
‘As_was 10 -be expected; this religious-condition_h oused_the auen=
tion of the more intelligent few. The pirty now-in-power-in New-Gran-
_nda has arisen upon-the ruin-of-the Jesuirs, and-is-decidedly antizRoman-
Catholic, and-will afford-cvery-reasonable facility-for Protestant-mission-

_ary-effart. )

A -similar-spirit-of- religious improvement is being -awakencdZin=other
-patts of South-Ameries. At-Valparaiso,on the bééiaion:hj’k’dlh;terfivégi—
-a-sentis

10_the President of Chili, a geatleman from-Buenos-Ayres offer.

ment-in favour of i%lj;iwﬁs frecdom. He caid-(s0 it isstated) that since-the

-people were so muck ed to f s for im Ll r physs
cal_condition, the leastreturn woald -he, to=atlow-foreigners full-liberty of
worshipping God aceording to the dictates of their owi consciénées. The
correspon dent of the Commercial Advertiser; {rum- which paper we extract
the account, proceede:— i . o

+ He-was right.. This is -the heavy and depressiag load which rests
upon and-retfrds this“and "all the South American nations. The pricet -

indebted 1o fureigners for improvement intheir physie

he Saviour—of-|-
-the'world. -His friend- (himself 2 -Romanist)-remacked, -thathe-had-not | -

|Ftheir wasted encrgies, both of body and #pirit. Tt may; however, be rea-

are for the greater part siliterate-and-motslly disqualified.  And-if-the
pople-are by law shut up 10-the mscranle relitions nuttinient-wlich such
ted-frer= are-abl= w-mnpars, 1t 1 bat Inte better than beingshut-up -toa
tmon! gapvaton Togca thegsamd e thatithese.people cantiot come
1 1ot & ' ot cont1et ot Hes s geet Wath the great-North \mepiean heart,
nt 1t throbswith reseptiment of respeet for-the-tullest frcedom-in matters
of-relenous-behiet and pracuee

e aunineition of-duch A sentiment, aud the-forbearance with-which
1t Was receivend, eepecially When the character of the andienice s constder-
cil, 13 a-very encouragar-sigin. 1 seems tomndicate that-hefore long-the
milscace of the Proteatant commneranl enterpriss of-the Anglo-Saxon
rave wall, under - Divine-gardanee  and blessingt, open=etand-points, lor the
fard i the darkest places of the-South Amencan continent ; portions-of

the geeat fieid which-have been left by true- Clinstianity 1or- ages - as en-
urely-impractizable. -

Tu- tie- mean wlile; no obstacle opposes such missionsry: effort:in the
Isthmus- of Pawama,  ‘I'he government, it-is supposed, will-favour -the
scheme. At present, the Roman Gatholic -Church have no- mimetry
Jabnuring there,

-Batanother-clement is being-rapidly_infused into_the character-of the
_population, nut-ouly-of the=I-thinug, New Granada-aid Ceniral America,
-but of Jie-western coazt-of-South Amerca.  The imnugration from-the
United Siates s great.  Most pass through 1o California, but many remain ;
aml- many _from vanousciuses arescatiered through the neighbouring.
countey, The-features of character of -this-nore poweriil race-must ne=
cessartly he anpeessed-upon_the weaker, either-for-good ar e,

The Awencan populauon of the Istimus-15 ajready several-thousaad.
I'wo thou<nd_passengets may:be :aud:10 bezat all nnies vin-the Isthmus,
The wa =well-as those who Kave settled there, especially need-
the riun:strations of -the-gopel, -

‘The-dsthavis mast aiways he-the-esateal-pomnt of southern and perhaps
-wester-oceanie Mong,  From:this pownt-adirect=communication, s it-

i= catabuzhed with America, Nortand West, will -soon be opened with
the-Sandwich:-Idand< and-CGhina, and- with-the -vanous:-parts along the-
western-cost-of-South- Amenea,  A-hve of-steamérs=has.already-com-
amenced o ran fonneritly, between-Panima-and Valparaiso.

Azan—From:the [shnpa pussionary.can have directcommunication

with-the interior-of New Graunda,  ’I'he-workiien -on-the railtoad are
_all Hrom-the_ceatal districts of New Grasiada, g=neralty uumbening-from
629 -to=700.  None-of-these become- seltiers, -but -afier-making a-litle
money -retarn:zto theiriomea.  Consejuentiy; 8 missionary-influence wpon-
them will bereadily_felt 1 thierr (at présent).uot €asily sccessible country.

OLD:CALABAR.

) STATE-AXD_PROSIECTS OF=THE MISSION.
‘We- have-much pleasuresin presenting-to our_readers the following-ex-
-tracis-of a=letlerio-the nussion -board, by-the-Rev, Mr. Waddell,-giving

-an:account of the-present-condition and-the prospects of-the Calabar- mis~
-sion,  Surely thosethat -read-it, will-be-dispised -to-bless- God, 7
-take courage. o
‘L-beg to-assure the-Board:that_it-has- been_sorely-against. my-will that
I -have-at -this Ume revinted=Batan. -Bat baving fully- detailed, in -my
zletters=from Calabar, all-the ciccumstances which- rendered it -necessary,
-and the-plans-which I had desired rather-to_adopt,_had=l-been able -te-
succeed thicrem, 1 need notre hem now,_Suflicezit-to say, that:Divine
-providence go shut-up my way asto-leave me -no choice in-the-matter,
-either ag to-the time or the-way of iny return-home. o
The climate and the health of the JMissionaries.—To sunie_péraons -it

‘may seem strange; that-wiihin these few years, all the brethten-and sistets

=from. Calabar have in successon-cometo thiscountry; and:yet:not-all -on_
account ofsheir health, It seems that=a-favouring-providence so ordered
it;-aml Isdouhtuot-that-to all candid-observers it-will yet appea

sanie light. It has=contributed-to-the-health and comfort-of ther_mi
sion n’ndz:hb’pg thatiit-has.

the stability. of the mission ;

he conzistent teatimony of all-the brethren-there, a8 10 ihe -important
-and ‘interesung nature-of the field we occupy, the progress-of:the- mission
-work: tlierein, and the prospecta-of extended usefulness-that open-belore

ar-and circuinjacent-regions.

or-the fqmrgli:e fipec}é«i.iu it

: ) yetsome “tenderncss on - this.
-point, towards-your-agents ¢ “field of foreign-service;may for
2 while-be found-advisabie, more_than-has usaally been deemed-necesary
ies. ‘T'he-pracucability of-perinanent-tesidende, and:of mies
-s1onary -operations there, “by natives of northern climes, “has been -indeed-
fully-proved. Y et-is-it-unquestionably-true -that the -climate:of=Calabar,
1 -common-with-the Bights of-Biafra-and-Benin, i ing and=debiliis-
-ting, mote than:that of_any other -purt-of West-Africa ;-and so-long.as s
=few-misionaries are- the-only -European residents over-a thousand miles
of-that-dreaded coast, and-the agents-of commnerce-deen 5 0

1 hazardous detention, xnd-the term of her Mnjesty’s naval service_ thereon

_is himited to two and a-half or three years, so long will christisn pridence
-and Jandness dictaie -that your fellow-labourers there should, at-no_very
it

distant-intervale; revisit-the -J1nd -and -church -of their-fathers, ‘1o -reps

_sonably_expected, that as christian missions extend into the more salabri-
-ous districts of the ‘inland hill -country, and-as-the coast itself becomes_




