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Thîis writing shaîl be an attenîpt to tlurow
liglît on tlîis vital question.

The course of the average Cliristian is not
unlike that saine wilderness-wandering of
the Hebrews, and iii both cases tlue "zigzag-
iîugi" is certainil not on the Divine plan,
and tiierefore not unavoidable.

Tsrael vaine up out of the Red Sea witu a
sluout of triuniplî, but the Te Deumn eclioes
liad luardly died away among the his wluen
the people began to murmur. Three days'
mardli brou-lit theni to a place of brackisli
waters, whlih the Lord made sweet for tliem.
Thien "1e mnade thiein a statute andordinance"
whliu tlîey accepted, and inimediately after-
wvard "lthuey came to Elim, wliere tliere were
twelve wells of water, and three-score and
ten palm trees." The next niove was into
the wilderness of Smi, wliere their faith failcd
again because there was lac of bread.
After murmunings, reproof and penitence,
food wvas miraculously supplied, and tlîey
went on joyfully awhile. Many a believer
wanders througli tlie wilderness quite after
tluat fashiion.

This vascillating1 life not only prevents the
developmnent of strofig character, but it does
infinite lîarm- to othuers. Reading our lives
instead of the Book, tlie -world doubts God's
promise and power to save. We are Clinist's
mworkmanship, and tlie natural question is,
IlCan 11e not do better than tliat V' We
judge an ardhitect by the houses lie lias
built. Cracked walls show weak foundations.
Blackened ceilings advertise defective flues.
What must thc world think of Christ, judg-
ingr Ris woyk froun our poor lives?

God could not liave nieant to keep tlie
Hebrews winding about for forty years on a
journey that miglit have been made in a few
weeks. Code and ritual wvere given their in
thie awfu] solitudes of $inai; and tluey were
ready for Canaan : tIen on tlie borders of
tlie land tliey doub.ted wlietluer tliey could
gain or keep possession of it, iorgetting
utterly tliat it,%vas nr>t to be thueirs by per-
sonal. conque3t, but by Divine conveyance,
for the Lord their God would ,ive it to thein.
In like unanner '.-le average Christian fails to
enter into the Canaan of rest thurougcli
unbelief. 

Z

Unbelief seldoin denies a fact. It tlirows
tIc strongest lic'lut upon obstacles, and casts
tlie promise into thc sliade. Wluen tlie
Isra elites stopped at Kadeshu-barnea, it wvas
truc that tliere -%vere befoïe theni wallcd
cities against wliicli tliey could flot liope to,
bring any adequate engincry. A band of
encumbercd fucitives-tliey were no match
for tlue Cainaanitislu armies; yet wluat luad

they to do wvith those facts -%vlen Jehovali
Himself hiad proinised to drive out before
tlîem thie inhiabitants of tie land? Chiristians
are apt to, speak of unbelief as if it wvere an
unfortunate mental peculiarity, somietliing
that they cannot quite lielp. The vicious
elenient in it was illustrated ini tliat Jewishi
camp, when Ilail the congregation bade stone
Caleb and Joshiua witli stones," siniply be-
cause they insisted tlîat God wvas able to
give tliem thie ]and.

Unbelief unbars tlie gate to a îniost unlioly
brood, because the Christian niakes up lus
nuind tliat tiiere is no use in trying to keep
thein out. Tiiere is no better way for Iiim
to live while- hie abides in the flesli. It is
diflicuit .to say just when or how lie expects
to be made ready for Heaven, since lie does
nlot believe citlier in purgatory or post-mortem
probation. It is certain that such notions
of Christian living carried a little furtlier,
would unake conversion an unDnecessary strin-
gency, axud the atrnement a tragical blunder.

Af ter that fatal niistake at Kadesh-barnea,
the Israelites rallied and attempted to take
possession of tlue land, but the Lord wvas not
witlu themi and thiey mnade a disastrous
failure. Sonietimes God's cluildreui set them-
selves to siudue the evil witluin, asking God's
lielp, instead of trusting the work of salva-
tion entirely to Plis power.

*By this wilderîiess life God's chljdren robi
theniselves of great blessin gs, tîjeir neigli-
bors of the right example, and tlie Lord of
their 'viole lîeart's service.

A Japanese tourist, lecturing on America,
said of its people: "'Their sacred books are
tlie best in the world, yet in no otlier land
is there such a -,vide difference between lYre-
cept andi practice."

We must believe that God lias muade bet-
ter tluings possible, because R1e paid an iii-
finite price for our redemption ; H1e lias
spared no pains to get us ready to live witli
.Jira in the abode of the hluoy.

What man lias dor.e nmen can do. "lEnocli
wvalked wvitli God " more than tlîree centu-
ries, Il and before lis translation lie liatu liad
wvitness borne to lin> tluat lie liatn been well
pleasing unto God."

"lAbrahami believed in the Lord, and H1e
counted it to liii for riglutcousness.> Stanley
says: IlPoNwerful as is the effeet of these
wvords whien we rend tlucm in tlieir flrst un-
tarnished freshiness, tliey gain immnensely in
their original lancyuaget vîo ete
Greek xior Gernian, muclu less Latin or Eng*.
lisi>, can furnish any full equivalent. 1 He
wvas supported, lie was built up, he reposed
as a child in its niothcr's anms' (sudh seenis


