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Wirat is called ¢ the work of conversion,” i3 in many instances, but
the revival of early impressions.  And whata poor progress the teach-
ers of religion, as they are culled, would make in converting persous,
were it not for the early impressions made by parents and guardians,
may be easily ascertained by comparirg their success amongst Pagany
and amongst the descendants of Cliristian parents. And even amongst
the latter, their success is proportioned to the degrees of care bestowed
upon some, in comparison of others.

Amongst the numerous aecounts of “ Christian experience” which
we bave heard frem the lips of the converted, and the histories of their
conversion, we do not remember to have heard one which was not to be
traced to, or resolved into, parental influenee, or its cquivalent. 'This
appears to be the preacking which is most commonly instrumental in
bringing sinners into the fold of God. I have sometimes thought that
not one preacher in these United States has had the honor of being
the entire and exclusive means of converting one of the descendants
of those who made any pretensions to christianity, cxcept in the case
of hisewn family. Their hearers and attendants, in public assemblies,
bave heard that there isa God, a heaven, snd a bell, a Saviour, before
they hear it from theirlips. They predicate their pleas, arguments,
exhortaticus, and addresses to their hearers, upon the hypothesis that
they are in possession of these first principles. When any one is
moved to fear or kope from their addresses, itis from comparing what
he has heard, or from associating it with his forrmer conduct and con-
victions.

This person was awakened on hearing a preacher read for his text
these words, ** How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation.”—
On bearing these words he was struck with fear; his whole soul was
harrowed up ; he was almost driven to despair; but in the conclusion
he was made to hope in God and to trust in his salvation. Ask him
what he feared and why he feared, and he will tell you that he fearsd
the wrath of Heaven for having neglected this salvation. But had he



