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TOE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

and sitting down together at o family feast of love.

The visible unily of the Charch, which had been
thus presigaificd in the Old Testunent, and whick
had formed so conspicuous o fepture in the ministry
of our Lerd, continned o he enforced by the comduet
and writings of the apostles.  In confinuation of this
statement, Jet usg look throngh the * Acts of ihe
Apoatles? nnd the Episties, and we shall find that
each, in suceession, contemplates, divectly or indirect-
1y, the oneness of the Clauch.

The thousands converted on the day of Pentecost
consisted of ** Jews from every nation under heaven;”
but, notwithstamling their necessary diversify of
objeets, characlers, and prejudices, the principle which
drew them fo Chyist, drew them so effectually to each
other, that © the multitude of them that believed
were of one hearl, and of one sow!” Who does not
recagnise in that auclens of the Chyistinn Church—
that earliest hour of its existence—~3 significant inti-
mation of the unity whicl was intended o fuse and

form the faithinl of every age and cvery nation under

heaven, into one harmounions and devoted byother-
hood ?

But, gistingunished asg the members of the chureh
must have been by alimost every variety ol prejudice
and chavacter, there waz yet one important respeel
in which they mel—they were all Jews. Although
they harmonise easily towether, will they equally unite
with the believing Gentiles?  No sooner had_ Peter
heheld the vision which forbade him to * call any
man common or unclean"—and “Paul and Siks
declared what great things Gad had wrought by them
among the heathen”—than atl ** the elders and bire-
thren at Jerusalem vejoiced™ that © to the Gentiles
also God bad granted repentance uate life”” The
enclosure of Jewish restriction was thrown open and
broken down, heart met heart, and they who iwere
once afar oif, were forthwithintroduced nud weleomed
as * fellow-citizens of the satuts and of the houschold
of God.” *

Having surmounted the first difficelty, however, of
receiving the converted Gentite into Christian feltow.
ship, many of the believing Jews still fouud it hard to
eonceive that his state could be gueite secure wnless he
joined with them in attaching importunce lo certain
parts of the Mosaie ritual. 1l oppesition te this pre-
sndice, the apostles, eepecially St. Panl, protested that
the great principle of union hetween Jew and Gentile
wns the conmon salvation of Christ: “for he is our
peace who bath made both one, and hath broken
dows the middlie wall of partition betweenus, . . ..
to male iu kimself of twain onec new man, sowmaking
peace”?

Now this twofold doctrine—that Jew and Geatile.
Barbavian, Scythian, bond and free—all believers,
without national, civil, or sociul distinetion, are ix}-
corporated into one visible body—and that Christ is
the basis and boad of this incorporation—is a subject
which imparts an entire character to some of the
epistles, and which furnishes a clue to much in nearly
all.  And it is observable how invariably the inspived
penman take occasion from this subjeet to insist and
enlarge on the olligations of mutual love; and how
often they ascend from this point to the contempla-
tion of & union in Christ, which isdestined to include,
not only the holy of every age and aation, but also of
other worlds.

The first of the apostolic epistles is to be found in
Acts xv. 23--29: ard may be called “ an cpistle to
restore peace.” Fhe whol¢ narrative is pertinent and
fnstructive. An atlempt is made by ceriain erring
members of the church at Autioch, to compel others
1o conform to their prejudices, The Christian liberty

judices at the shrine of the Churck

of & part of the church is invaded, and the peace of
the whole disturbed. Paul and Barnabas, had they
obeyed their early prepossessions, would have sided
with those who attempted the imposition ; but this
their fidelity to their Lord, aud to Christian liberty,
forbade. Ov, in the exereise of thmt high authorily
which they possessed, and of {hie great influenee they
hind acyuived, they might have put theirvele on the
attempted fmposition § butd this they forbore, both be-
canse they would not Jord it over God's heritage, and
beeause they snpremely vidued the peace and wnity of
the Christian Church,  Iumbly consenting in this
cmergency to form part of o deputation, they basten
to Jerusalem—their sole olject, the Christian univn
and ltberty of the Church. In the courcil which wag
there assembled—the st cver held in the Chris~
tiar Church—-nearly afl the oflicial powers of the
Church militant wet.  But their only congern was to
obey the dictates of their Lord, and their only aim to
preserve the unity of the Chureh entire. ¥ And o
this agree the words of the prophiets,” suid James, a3
it is writien, After this T will return, and will baild
again the tabernacle of DPavid which is fallen down;
and T will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set
it up: thut the residue of wmen might seek after the
Lond, and all the Gentiles, on whow wy name is
called, saith the Lord, whe deeth all these things,
Known anto God are all hirwerks from the beginning
of the world,”  Asif he had said ~the admission of
ihe Gentiles may have ontrun our cxpeciation, aud
takien us by surprise ; bat it was & part of the Divine
plan before mon bad breathed, o the world was miade.
I pursuance of that phat, the Almighty Arebitecet is
now at work, realisigithie iype of the  tabernacle of
David” by the ercction of kis spiritual tenple. In
every age the glorious fabric has been rising and
advancine,  The erection hag reached that eviticsd
juncture, in which new materials—Gentile converts—
are to be eollected and employed.  “ Wherefore my
sentence i, that we trouble them not —that we do
nothing culculated to distach the peace, or vetavd the
progress of the spiritual bmilding. ** But that we §
write to them,”? to the effect that, as we saerifice our
prejudices in prononucing them. under God, absolved
from the rite of cireumeision, so they are kindly ad-
monished to abstain, not ondy from things escentially
aud wmiversally wreng, hut also from things strangled
and frons blood, that the constience of the pions Jew
may not be wounded,

Aceordingly a letter was sent, conceived in the
very spirit of conciliation and love. and * laying upoo
them no greater burden than these necessary thinge”
Such was the nature of the first cpistelary oftering
Inid wpon the altar of Christinn Unity. Though it iz
unostentatiously interwoven with the Seripture nare-
tive, it vichly deserves to stand out consdicuously in
leblers of gold, in the recollection of the Church, asa
medel, in temper and aim, for all who sheuld subse
quently attempt to compose thedifferences of Christisg
parties. How ndmirable was the entire proceeding!
Instead of exercising their power to abridge the froc g
dom of the Church, they nobly cmploy it ay the 38

champions of its liherty ! The course ihey advise B
that of mutual conevssion, and the spirid they breathe
that of Christian love. They offer up their own e
; aud teach us to
regard the peace of its membors asc{maply purchased,
if we can preserve or restore it by imitating iher S
exampic. '

Tue ErisTLe 1o TR Rowaxs~Dr. Paley, with b i
usaal perspicnity, has shown that the principal objt
of the arguinentative part of this epistle is * to plac
the Gentile convert npon a parity of situation wid
the Jewislh, in respect of his religious condition,
his ronk in the Divine favour.” As this was the gresé




