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From “ Memory’s Tribute.”

THE BAPTIOM
Chap. L.
“ The love of nature, and the scenes she draws,
“Is nature’s dictate.”—Cowper.

Taey who have never visited the country of the

akes, can scarcely conceive the vastness, and gran-
deur, and magnificence of those inland seas. So rich
and fertile are the shores, that sre washed by their
Waves, that like the river that wstered the gsrden of

den, this noble chain of lakes may be said to wuter
the garden of the world. It wasia oue of the sum-
mer months, just as the last bright rays of the suo al.
ready sunk below the horizon, were fuding away in
the western sky, that the writer of these psges was
?pproacbiog a small village situsted on onz of those

akes.

There was that delightful repose and guietude, which
sre peculiar to country scenes at the close of a hot sum-
mer’s day, spread over the whole extended landseape,
through which the road, that led to the village, lay.
Lbarve often thought, that this sweet calm of nature,
was heautifully emblewmatical, not only of the peace anc
serenity which is spread over the Christiav’s soul ut
the hour of death, but of that sacred and eternal * rest
Which remainetb to the people of God.”

As I passed along,the laborious cultivator of the
earth was ju:t qutting the harvest field, or hending hi«
tourse homeward with slow and weary step, or stand-
ing -at the door of bis farm-house, preparing to re-
{resh himself, afier the toils of the day, on that plaio,
but substantial meal which coostitutes tke busband.
man’s evening yepast.

“‘'The country around e might still be denotuinated
new, but was in a considerably advanced state of culti-
vation. The rich fields of grain the luxuriant growth
of grass, and the occasional thickets of tall and mas-
sive forest trees, bespoke the fer ilily and strength
of the soil, and spread out before the delighted eye, a

Jbeautiful sand varied landscspe. :

Neither the lake nor village, were yet in view. 1
bad just entered a deep, but narrow, ravine, where I
found myself at once completely shut out from tle
¥iew of the culiivated country through which I had
been passing. As [ ascended the opposite bank, I
found the road enclosed by a sort of lofty copse, which

eing interspersed with forest trees, formed a complete
arbour, under which the traveller passed. Whst add-
ed still more to the eflect of this novel and highly
romantic scene, was the circuitous direction of the
road; winding with serpentine coarse round a hill
Wwhich it ascended, it conducted the traveller, gradually
to the top, without disclosing to his view at any one
time, more than a few yards of its course,—till ha-
Ying reached the summit, he bebeld in an iostant
spread out before his a-tonished eye, one broad and
almost boundless expanse of waters. Nothing can
oxceed the effect produced by this unexpected disclo-
sure of (rascendent sublimity. The heart thatis not
touched with deep feeling and lified up in adora‘ion
te Gad, in view of this scens, must be alike destitute
of taste and of moral sensibility.

An occurrenee that was related to me by a gentle-
®an residing in the neighbourhood of this place, may
serve to illustrate the idea just expressed.

A party went to take a look at the lake from this
Fbint; among the number was.a gentleman from Scot.
and, a man of considerahle readiag and travel. He
Was not previously apprized of there being any thing
Pecul'ar ia this spot, and was, therefore, totally un-
Prepared for that majestic scene, which with the
saddenness of magic burst.upon his view, -So pers
fectly overpowered was he, at the momeut, that be

v himself from his horse, and gazing in enraptured
admiration, on his bended koees and sloud retnrned

was already full, when 1 arrived, and [ immediately
commenced that truly sublime service, which can
hardly fail to spread the deepest solemaity over any
congregation. .

fession,”” and now paused after repeating the first sec-
tence of that humble and self abasing address to Al-
migbty God. 1 knew not that a single voice would
utter the response. But no sooner had that sentence
been pronounced, than two or three voices caught it
up, and reiterated in trembling and faltering accents
those solemn words. As the service proceeded, the
voices of those who responded began to multiply, and
became more firm aud anima‘ed.

There had been, as I subsequently learnt, some fift
teen years previous to this time, an Episcopal con-
gregation organized in this place. For a while the
Church was prasperous. But now it was completely
broken up; aud the remembraace that it had ever ex-
isted had passed from the minds of most of the inba-
bitants of that village. Wi'l it be inquired what was
the canse of this failure—of the disastrous fate that
attended this society?

We answer, precisely that which bas defeated the
suecess, and withered the bright prospects, of bun-
dreds of other Episcopal congregations similarly situ-
~ted, the want of missiouary funds, and more especi-
ally of clergymen to act as missionaries. O, if the
friends and members of this troly evangelical Church,
wbo enjoy all ita privileges, and join, Sunday after San-
day, in its devout and affecting liturgy; and, who per-
haps are surrounded with easa ard affluence; O, if
they could see the sad desolations of Zion—if they
could see them in all their length and breadth as the
missionary often sees them—if they could see how
many of their brethren are totally deprived of those
religious privileges which they enjoy—if they could
see those little groups of deveted men, which scattered
here and there over the moral desert that spreads
tbrough their own diocese, are making & prodigious
effort to collect and organize a congregation, that may
be favoured with regular ministrations sccording to
the order and appointmeut of their own Church; and
after having laboured, and toiled, and spent many
months of intense anxiety, and for awhile cheered
themselves with the hope of ultimate success, are st
last forced to give up their darling project and sit down
ia utter despair, like Hagar iu the wilderness, who,
when her bcttle of water was spent, cast her perishing
child under one of the shembs, ¢ and sat over agaiost
him and lifted ber voice and wept”—O, surely, if ttey
could be fully sensible of the absolute wants of the
Chaurch, these wants would soon cease to exist. And
if the reader of these pages at all sympathises with
his bretbren, destitute like these bere described, let
lme entreat bim to evince that sympathy by contribu-
ting, annually, something to the missionary fond, and
‘o aid in educating pious young men for the ministry.
For if the time ever comes when the Lord sha'l arise
and have mercy vpon Zion, it will be when his ¢ ser-
vants think upen her stones and it pitieth them to see
ber in the dust.”

Among other causes whick contribute to the break-
ing up of the Episcopal Church in the village, of which
we just spoke, was the newness of the place. Many
cbanges were constantly occurring. At length the mis-
sionary who p'anted and wa‘’ched over this Church,
was removed by death. Ashe had no succe:sor the
congregation was soon seattered.

At the close of the service, an intelligent looking
man came up to me, and announcing his name as Mr.
Heyden, kindly invited me to spend the night with
him. 1 soon learnt that he was a farmer, residing in
that neigbbourhood; possessing naturally a strong and
vigorous m'nd which had been considerably improv-
ed by reading and reflection. .Mr.‘Heyden- was an
Episcopnli:n, and experienced in this opportuaity of

thanks to Almighty God, who had spared his life to joining in the worship of the Cburch, a pleasuvre far

hold so grand and majestic a display of bis works,

“The village, which was the place of my destination
hy about halfa mile to the left; as | approached it |
could see, in different directicne, litt'e groups moviog
towards the Church, an edifice at times occupied by
all denominatisns. The celebration of divine wor-
ship acrording to the usages of tie Episcojal Chureh,

beyond what they can conceive wha enjoy this privi-
lege at every ritura of the sacred day of rest.

We had just reached his home,and-he was express-
ing tlie high satisf«ction he had enjoyed, when a mes-
gage arrived frum Mr, Northend’s requesting an im-
mediate visit from the Rev. Mr. The reason

1 had advanced in the service to the ¢“ General con-|

joyful resurrection; and to be r

viait to Mr. Northeod. The incidents that occurred
at bis house will be related in the next chapter.
To be continued.

THR RECHABITES,

The Rev. Joseph Woldf says, ¢ On my arrival at
Mesopotamia, some Jews that ] saw there poirted me
to one of the ancient Rechabites. He stood before
me, wild, like an Arab, holCing tbe bridle of bis hor-e
in his hand. I showed bim the Bible in Hebrew and
Arabic, which he was much rejoiced to see, as he
could read both languages, but had no knowledge of
the New Testament. After having prociaimed to
him the tidings of salvation, and made him a presett
of the Hebrew and Arabic Bibles and Testaments, I
asked him, * Whose descendarnt sre you i

* Mousa,’ said he, boisterously, ¢ is my name, and
l will show you who were my ancestors;’ on which he
immediately began to read from the ath to the 11th
verses of Jeremiah xxxv.

¢ Where do you seside 7" said I. .

Turning toGenesis x. 27, he replied, ¢ At Hadoram,
now called Simar by the Arabs; at Uzal, now called
Sanan by the Arabs;’ and sgain referring to the
same chapter, veise 30th, he continued ,‘at Meshs,
now called Meecs, and in the deserts around those pla-
ces. We drink no wine, and plant no vireyard, and
sow no seed ! aud live in tents, ss Jonadad, our f ther
commanded us: Hobab was our father too, Come
to us, and you will find us sixty thousand in number;
and you see thus the prophecy has been fulfilled,
¢ Therefore, thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the Gop
of Israel, Jonadad, thesen of Rechab, shall not waut
4 man tostand before me for ever ;’ and saying th's,
Mousa, the Rechabite, mounted his borse, and ficd
away, and left behind a lost of evidence in favor of
sacred writ,” ~Londen Visiter.

NEEDFUL TRIALS,

Tke sufferings, whichto Christ were only glorious,
are necessary to us. Qur condition requires this treat-
ment. We are sick of a disease which will yield to
no other applicaticn, Into what excesses should we
not ren headlong without this seasonsble restraint !
Humanity, moderation, cbarity, and even justice, are
too seldom seen inthe world, as it is; but the very
footsteps of these virtues would not be visible upon
the earth, if adver:ity were bauished out ofit. Eager
appetites, clamorous passions, Learken to no other
call. The voice of reason caunot reach them. As
full of unhappivess 25 the world is, men still find
courage to be wicked; and the little of virtue th:t
yetremairs ameng us, is chiefly owing to this saluta-
ry discipline. We thank God, perhaps, when we do
thank him, for prosperity; for health, plenty, success
and honour. We do well. They are the gilts of
God’s Providence, and demand our acknowledge-
meats. But they are not the orly blessings his goad-
ness confers on us. Adversity should be added 1o
the number of Lis favouis, and remembered in our
most devout thavksgivings. Blessed be God fur pain,
sickness, disappnintmert, distress; and every one of .

those various evils with which the life of man is f'led,

am'i whict_x are the subjeets of our hasty complaitts;
evils, whick are our greatest good; which afflict but
purily, tear and barrow up the soul, but prep- re it for
the geeds of virtue. Blessed be God thet he is not so
unl‘und as to try usby the most dangerous of all temp-
tations,—uninterrupted prosperity: thst we are nct.
und_one by the accomplishment of our wishes. That
he is pleased to:cba.slise us wih his legitimate chil.
dren, and with bis dear and only begotten Son; whom
we hope to follow through the gute of the grave to a
eceived by biminto those
reparing for us in bhea-
gneth, with the Father
Id without .end—Ogden.

mansions which he is pow !
ven; where he liveth and rej
and Holy Spirit, one God, wor

‘6LORY BE TO THRE, 0 LORD! "
_ Why is it that in many of our churctes this ascrip-
tion of pruice to God issung? The Rubric £RYS ex-
pressly, ¢ Here the pe-ple shall say, Glory be to thee,
O Lord #* 8urely, they ought to say i if they f. ol

assigned’ for reqnegting the visit that night, wus, that

Was an event of such rare occurrence in this place,!

that the previous intelligence that an Episcopal mis- request was, of cource, immediately conplied with. [sslvstion. Most surely they donof say
tionary was to officiate that eveming had drawn toge- Afler having taken some slight refre-hment, Mr. H, it, when they lexve it t+ the organ, ;

Wer an uausually large congregation. The Church

he feared he +h)uld pot be alive on the morrow, 'Fhe

i

¢

and mysif were-30¢1 om our way to-pay the promised

the valus of that blecsed Gospel which is read in ali
their ears, and which is able to make them wise woto
, OF eveny si;ng
nd the siigess m

the Choir, to do itfor them.-- Misviomarg, |



