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THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.
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R , PLEA FOR THE LESTORATION OF THE SCRIPTURES TO
- THE 8CHOOLS.*
B Resolved, That the usoof tho Seriptures asa reading-
R book in commonschools, is of such imp ortance, as to de-
d scrve immediate and universal encouragement, in all our
States and Territories.
Every people without exception, has thought it
B necessary to teach its religion to its children, as the
| basts of oll other knouledge; and every nation that
B has been sufficiently advancid to have a written re-
§ ligion, and places for the regular instruction of youth
B in knowledge, has made the nstional ruigion a na-
8 tional study, in childhood, The sacred books of ali
K hesthen nations have been known of ull, who know
{ any thing whatever. The pages ofthe Koran, in
every oge and country, have been the first study of
£ every follower of the false prophet. Tbe very high-
est literature of all antiquity isthoroughly impregnated
§ with the popular religion; so that every Greek and
& Roman youth was made a scholar and u pagan, by
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whatever is most cllent?

ever is great and striking in the pest?

paralleled crime? Well, what is the Bihle?

man himself !

ten this book !

|

B the achinol, in the sanctuary, in the halls of justice,on press of his mind, upon the whole human race! Why,

> > o o

¥ thoroughly and intensely a Hebrew.
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g in the same devotedness to the exact and universal
N religious instruction of the young.  Every corrupt

6
|

finstilled each its own peculiar heresies, by every of God, but also the book of the human race. So
of their children. The leaders of the glorious refor- Lord and from enlightened man ?
mation of the sisteenth century, and for iwo centu-
R ries and tnore, all their true followers, received as
& (rom God the solemn duty, of the public as well as —_—
s private instruction of the young in the word of life. —| 1t has been usual to recommend to intending com-
I The illustrious spinit of Luther as he drew near his|municants, and especially to those who are about to
Y rest, in a review of bis literary labours, rejoiced the approach the table of the Lord for the first time,a par-
fmost in this, that he had writter his book De Serro ticular course of retirement, medstation, reading,and
g Aririlrio  sgaiuc. Erasmus, and had prepared his prayer. In reference to this, I would venture to
i Small Cotechism; a performance, which like the simi-say to you, that I fear sny sbort preparation of a
Blar one of his immorta! fellow-labourer, John Calvin'character totally forcign to~ your habits, and to the
W remains, each, after the lapse of three hnndred years,'habits you intend to pursue afterwards, can be of little
W cespectively the syrabol of churchies,states, and races.!avail. ~To assume for a week or for a month the ex-
P Nay, until a period so little remote that many who ternal garb of severe piety, is no mark of an inten
Whear me, can recall it, the schoul-house and the tion to lesd a new life; nor has it, as far as J can see,
B church, stood side by side, throughout ovr country; 'any probable tendency to produce suck an ictention.
fsod the Bible and the Catechism constituted, in both, The preparation which I am now recommendiig is
Rhe basis of perpetual instruction, * * * * “gimply a careful inquiry as to your actual state of|
§ The protestant churches generally throughout Eu- fitness for communion.  And in order to determine
rope have made a more stedfast resistance,than our- this, you have seriously to put the question to your
lle'ses, to the exclusion of the Bihle from toe course own conscience, Do I so believe the Gospel as to
ol zenera] education; end are therefore, in this re-iact in accordance with my befief? Do I feel that [
B ect, generally, ina better condition than ourstIves. [have no merit whereby to deserve heaven; nay, that
Rin England, there is no school system of sufficientmy sins of omission and commission have justly and
fextent, to deserve the name of national; but the in-|necessarily incurred God’s wiath and condemnation?

PREPARATION FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER.

Isit a part of instruc.
tion to sct hefore us, the highest exhibitions of w hat-
The great- L
ness of virtue, the greatness of passion, of achieve. blessiug to flow to us in ordinances —the appointed
ment, of effort, of transcundent civilization, of un-|chanrels of Divine grace—we must apply to them in
It is|faith and use them with regularity and thankfulness.
-amongst other things, the record, the safety, often!** The letter killeth, but the spirit giveth lifo.V—
the only record, of the largest, the longest the most| The form profite:h nothing—the power of godliness
striking part of the history of genius, of knowledge, is alone valuable.
of sublime ndventure, of all-gloricus success,—yea of both endsarnd means—ends of glorifying God—means
It is the text-book, out of which to:of benefiting man,
unriddle the great mystery of God’s providence in the'sary. The empty homage of the lips brings God nn
government ofthe world ! The greatest of all poots, houour,and mun no benefit. The pura incense of the
philosophers, orators, moralists, lawgivers, rulers and [heart mounts up to the throne of grace, and whilst it
conquerors,who have adorned those long annals which gives honour, and praise, and glory to Him who sit-
cover two-thirds of the whonie duration of human exis-
tence here below; these are the men who have writ-
It contains their legacy of wisdom
and instruction, {o gonerations of generations! A le-
sacy so vast and so enduring,that one single man,and
R the self same process, The Hebrew parent, by the he the beginner of the baok, has bestowed in a few
§ most express command of God, made his child from brief pages, the elements of civilization, or organized noe X . e
B i's very birth, by every outward mark and every in- society, of law, of :norals, and of religion upon everyiread in it abundant evidence of the wisdom of God.—
B ward accomplishment; at home, by the way-side, in:nge that has succeeded him ; and stamped the im-

the field of battle, and upon the throne itself, —~ this book, which is the sum and substance of all li-

GODP'Ss ORDINANCES.

For a constant and copious stream of grace and

Ordinances sre to be regarded as

In both respects fsith is neces-

teth on the throne, and to the Lamb, brings down n
rich blessing upon the faithful and spiritual worshup-
er.— Rev. Newlon Smeut.

THE HUMAN FRAME.
——

Whoever considers attentively his own frame, will

iSu much contrivance, such delicate workmanship,
such intricacy in the parts, and yet such stmpheity

in the whole, it would be absurd to think produced

The early|terature more ancient than the Grevk, is the substea-, by chance, and impious to sscribe to less than God.
Christian Church, was in no degree less assiduous,|tum also of whatever exists in our modern tonguos.|§°" are we only woncerfully, but slso fearfully made;
The two great protestant translations of the Bible,the, ‘or every joint, sinew, nerve, and vessel of our body
germanic and our own, formed, in truth, the two i liable to numberless disorders, which Providence
and apostate soct whichhas {orsaken or renounced languages; and they reign over them still when cen-.0nly can avert; and, above all the rest, that myste-
B our divine Redeemer—and most conspicunusly those turies have passed, the highest elassic respectively in,rious harmony and correspondence which is mamiam-
f who thoroughly and openly rejected the Bible —has'each. In sober verity this boolk is not only the boulk ed between two parts of our constitution which have

“no affinity or resemblance to each other, the body

§ means, not excluding their schools, into the minds that to reject it is at onca to be separated from the;‘l‘)"d the spirit, we can neither aid nor comprehend;

ut must owe botn its existence snd its preservation
to the ever-watchful superintendence of the Almighty.
It is he that contrived, and wrought, and preserves
it; and if ever it is deranged ot disorganized, there 1s
none who can restore it but he, —Rev. L. G. Marsh

'Nole on Psalm cxxxix.

Itis not a season to begin to turn to Christ, when
,we caanot turnia our bed.-~Lacon.

The wuy to keep hope alive, isto keepits glorious
blessed object in view.—Horne.

THE USE OF APFLICTION.*

* Those afflictions which have their proper effect, and
humble usinto true resignation,are like storms which dinne
rightly-directed vessels onwards to their destined posts.”

O who would shun affliction’s rod
When wielded by Thy hand,
Thou art an all forgiving God,
With all at Thy coinmand.

Thou rulest every tossing wave

fikitution which has the overcight of what are called Do I believe that the fact commemorated in the Eu-
Roe National Schools, has introduced the Seriptures|charist, was the vurchasing of my redemption? and:
Wi:to them.  The schools of Scotland, so far as they|do 1 feel in my | eart a sincere desire tn devote my-
feve been under the care of the national church of|self in grateful obedience, as “a reasonable sacrifice,
fhat kingdom, remain on their ancient model.  Inlholy and acceptable,” to Him who gave his life a
Preland, a systematic attempt was receotly made by ransom for me? «+.« The first qualification for com-
le, a commitee of the Britisp House of Commons,which |munion is a consciousness of your own unwortbiness.
t+ @8 1525, 6 and 7 carefully investigated the whole sub-|But, then, there is a mere specalative conviction of

y:ct of Irish education; with a view to provide a gene-|sin, just as there is a mere speculative belief in re-
sl and thorough system of popular instruction. The[demption; and the vne, like the other, is dead, and
gesult is given in nine reports, which together con-|profiteth nothing.  The most hardened profigate 1s
B0 considerably more than three thonsand printed ready, in full sincerity, to confess himself a sinper
p2ges in folio; and the sum of all is, that the most|—perhaps to tr'umph in the boldness of bis iniquity—
y:norant and illiterate of all civilized states, absolute-{perhaps to calm merit for the honesty of his confes-
R repudiated by the high dignitaries of the papal'sion. The consciousness of sin by which you must
Whorch, every system of public, nay even of gratuit- be fitted for communion, is not the bare conscious-
Bgisinstruction, which should not as a starting point, ‘ness that you have sinned, for that must be possess
et the Bible, and admit the dogmas of Popery. led by every human being that knows the difference
; * * * * # between right and wrong; but it is a consciousness of
B For if we restrict our views of education sonarrow- your own actusl sinfulness, combined with some per -
Y o5 to embrace in ils scope, only that which is'ception of the intrinsic baseness, and some dread of
@rely mental; no absurdity can be more audacious'the dangerous consequences of sin. These are the
®ian to reject the Bible, even from such a plan.  Is root of tbue Christian repentance; and without these

forgk ofuse to know wh~} we are, what we can be, what there can exist no true Christian faith, because till
ktieliave been? To know what we can be and achieve they exist, the scheme of redemption- will never ap-

Bl * From an Address delivered at the 24d anmivcrsary of pear of sufficient importance te have either its evi-
e American Pitle Zoriety,at New York,by the Rev, Ro- dence or its conteats faitly and thosoughly exemined.
Bt . Dicciaundge. |—R¢‘D‘. C H Terrot,

Upon the bright blue sea,

Tho’ tost and driven, Thou can’st save
And from destruction trece.

O grant that those afflictions Lord,
Which late have been my lot,
Through inward grace may hope aftord,
That Iam not forgot :

Tho’ darkness allmy paths obscure,
And every hope seems wane,

Thy sacred word is pledged and sure,
1 bat none shall ask in vain.

Ther. graut, O Lord, in mercy grant,
My bark may gently glide,

T'0 where calm waters al ways flow

At mora and even-tide.

Our task then o’er, our rice then ran,
f'rom careand sorrow free,

Thy smile shall be a changeless sun,
Ta sinners such as me.

Then blow ye storms, I heed ye not,
I guided by Thy hand,—

Afllictions ne’er should be forgot,
That leads to such bright lands.

* From the Banner-of the Cross.




