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LUMNV FOON' AND HIS WIFE.

Y REv. FREDEUIO J. MASTERS, D.D., OF
SAN FRANCISCO.

One afteiioon, about fifteen years ago,
a quiet, thoughtful looking younîg Cmhina-
man, recontly arrived froma South China,
vas valking downv Jackson street, Sain
Francisco. Seeing the doors of our
mission preaching hall open, hue vas drawn
by curiosity te join the crowd inside. It
vas a Chinese preacher that was holding
forth thie vord of life, and it vas on that
afternoon that Lui-Foon first heard thme
Gospel of God's grace and love. ilis
attention lad been arrested: he procured
Christian books,' read them over and over
again, and soon becaume a daily listener at
the preaching hall. The truth found in
huin a receptive heart, and whien lie
accepted the Saviour it was with a strengthî
of full conviction, ad wihbli an enthusiasmn
that is not always witiessed in Chinese
converts. He vas baptized by Rev. Dr.
Otis Gibson, and becamie a diligent student
of the Scriptures under that good man.
No 'soomer had Luim Foon been broughut
under the power of the Gospel than lie
vas filled vithn the desire to bring others te
Christ, and more especially to carry the
good news of salvation te his parents,
kinsien, and clansmenn in his village home
across the seas.

He opened a drapery business on Stock-
ton street. Instead of the usual heathen
cerenionies-the setting up of lhouseolîod
gods, burning of incense and firecrackers
-he took his Bible, read aloud a chapter
of Scripture, asked God's blessing upon
his busimess, and wrote out and signed a
solemun voi that if the Lord would prosper
him to the extent of imaking four thousand
dollars le. would give up, his business,
roturn te China, and devote his life and
fortune as a self-supporting missionary in
his native ijyuein. Business soon began te
prosper, but Lun Fooi-nover allowed that
solemn vov to be forgotten. He was
anxious to make up for his lack of educa-
tional advantages, and employed a Chmiese
scholar to come after busimness heurs to
'ýive him instruction in Chinese. In four
yesrs h had nastered the Chinese classics,
had uade great progress in .l ineseicom-
position, and thmen purchlaeod every
commenitary upon thie Holy Soriptures
and every theological book and Christiaun
tract publislied in thie Chinese language,
and commenced a systonmatic study of the
whole systemî of Christian truth.. He
spenit -upwards of s athousand dollars in
obtaining this instruction, the better te
qualify himi for the great vork lue belieed
the Lord had called him te do.

Lum Foon married a.very remarkable
voian, whose history is more tragic adii

thrilling than his own. She was a native
of Heonig Shan. In infancy she had been
taken by lier opium smoking father and
offered as a security for a debt, and failing
to redeemi lier at the appointed timue she
was sold into slavery. Here began years
of incredible hardshîip ind woe. Sold into
the hnmds of a cruel imistress, beaten and
abused fromî day to day, bound down to
hard tasks too heavy for lier strength,
escaping to the mountains, hiding aimong
the graves, living on wild fruit, only teb
discovered, recaptured, and dragged back
agam to servitude and-torture, sho often
longd to die. At last shIe vas sold,
carried te flog-Koig, fromî thence
shipped to Califorinia, where she arrived
in 1871, and was theie offered as a bond
servant for two hundred and fifty dollars.
Thien followed ty years of more liard
work, poor fare, and cruel blowes. One
Marchi evening, 1873, havinug heard of the
Methodist Episcopal' Mission -in San
Francisco, shu watched lier opportunity
and flied te the Home. Dr. Otis Gibson
lheard a violent ring at the bell and opened
the door. Tho poor treîmbling creature
was taken into the Home and protected
froua her persecutors. At the mission she
showed extraordinary intelligence. Shie
soon acquired an excellent knowledgo of
the Englisli language, and, best of all,
becanme a true Christian.

It as under that excellent lady, Miss
L. S. Tenpleton, that . the stronger
elements of lier character-a character so
dissimilar to the average voman of hier
race-was formned. Miss Templeton
writes î " I have a bit of soiled paper in
mny possession which I value .very highly,
because it is the record of ho own con-

duct for a whole montlh wlihn I vas abseîi1
from her. To teach lier habits of self--
examination I requested lier to mark eaclia
day. that she felt she had dolie what tlie
Master wvould approve witi a figure onei
and the days that she folt she had.dis-
pleased her Saviour with a ciplier. The1
rlecord contains three ciphers, and I knw
these failires caused her serious regret'1
"Another interesting incident comes to
mind," says Miss Templeton. '" One day7
she was riding in the street car, sitting
near the door. . When the car stopped,i1
boy jumped upon the platforn, spat in lieri
face, and junped off. The angry fluslia
nounted to lier cheek, and then a bettori
impulse took possession of lier. She sai,'
turning to ber teacher, 'Never ini ,1
Jesus was spat upon; I will bear it liihei
hîim.'"

This is the lady who became the wife of
Lum Foon. She was a ivonan of rie
gifts. Her conversation whether la
Chinese or in the excellent English she com-1
nanded, often flashecd witli wit, and t1iu
intelligent opinions she expressed. on tliei
leading questions of the day astonished
everyone who leard ber. She was a1
diligent student of the Scriptures, a.ix
could hold her own in debate ivith tlie1
preachers on the interpretation of difietlb:i
passages of Scripture. The prospèrity of
lier husband's business was largely owigf
to lier shrewdness, good judgment, inaclis-
try, and thrift.

One day in 1889 Lum Foon canie to tlie1
writer and told hii that he had niade foir
thousand dollars in his business and flt;

bound to carry out his vow made yeas
ago. Thore wero difficulties in his way
upon whic lie asked mîy advice. lis
wife vas opposed to bis going, and ha
positively refused to accompany lim. I
hastened to their bouse. She met ie
vith a face indicatiug calm resolve. "It
is tiue," said she, " I an opposed to Lu a'
goimg as a nissionary. He is not fitted for
the work. God alis called himîî to beac
successful man of business, but-not to
bo a preacher. There are thousands oc
men botter qualified than lie for thei vork-
Let hi givo one thousand dollars TIr'
year te the Church and stay with ls
business. As for me, I love America. :
want my children educated and brought uip
in this country,-and will not allow thein to
b 'taken back to China te hoctlirown ns
lambs among wolves 1" -

Here was a difficulty greater thaii
anticipated. Tlhe man ivas equally dote-
mined. "I must go," said Lui. "~I
have vowed te the Lord, and voe is tihit
man who vows and refusesto pay bis vows,'
He had bis finger on half a dozen texts .f
Scripture to the saine effect, and thna
pointing te his wife lie said: " If I refuse
to pay my vows I feel God will take freix
me .every cent I have ever made, and I
shall have woe and grief ail mny days"
Never was any pastor placed in a m.ore
embarrassinîg position. We prayed for
guidance; and left the matter in God'e
lhands.

A month passed and I was called in omee

m re.. Husband and w ife vere now of ee
mind. I sav evidences of pacldig up.
The vhole family vre to einbark. for
China. on theinext steamer,. I took a
great wrench te tear tlis woman. frotin the
country and friends that had made her,
by God's grace, a refinmed Christian genle-
woman. To many who bade thenli good-
bye on board the steamer it was the most
inspirimg and hopeful .séene that had ever
been witnessed oi that wharf. A Chminese
Ciristiai fanily going forth as missionaries
te their own land with their little fortune
all consecrated to the service of the church.
Howv inscrutable are God's vays I Within
nine mohths of thîeir arrival in China,
inother, son, . daughîter, half of Lumî's
family, vere laid mi the grave. 'Swvear
unto me," said the mother, whien near lier
death, to the nurse wlie had attended lier
durimg lier sickness ; promise nie* that
when I anm dead you vill not disonor my
corpse vithi anîy hcablien rites, for Ibelong
to the Hol Chur'ch of Jeaus Christ."
' Well said,lndeed; well said," the wòman
replied. " It shall be as you desire."
A fter that Ier eves closed, a sweet smuile
ligted up lier face, shee vas at ieace. The
poor husband lurried to his wife's side.
Ie vas inconsolable. In a letter to the
writer lue told of leatlien kiinsien who
stood round iinilike Job'sanmdDavid's comn
forters aid asked lim, Wlere.is nov tlhy
God? Is not this ai evidence that thy
religion is false ?" Oh," said he, 'ibis
hiard to understand. I -am like cime be-
vildered, not knowiumg whiat all this means,

but I wishi you.and the dear brethren te

pray foir nie, that our lheavenly Father
sufferI me not to fail in faith and purpose
tbrough discouragenent and despair."

Our prayers were not in vain. -The
soul of the bereaved lhusband canie out of
tliat trial furnace briglhter, purer, and
stronger. He ininuediately commenced
building aL schoolhouse and church atbhis
ovn expense, and presented this property
to theChurclh forever. The churchi lie lias
built stands higli above aillthe surrounding
property, and is known the country round
as the " Jesus house," and lie is called the
"Jesus man." Blessed mime for God's
servant and God's house! The school is
crowded with scholars, and every day
divine service and Gospel preaching is
lieard iii that mission chapel. Scores
have bee brouiglt to God through the
labors of this devoted son of our church,
and the fountains of beneficence opened by
Luin Foonm's self-sacrificing life -shall flow
on andon to bless the ages that are yet to
come. -

A son ana a daugliter remain te bless
Luin's home. The dauglhter is adopted and
supported by Miss Laura Teipleton, of
San Franciso; a dear Christian lady, who
lias Lum Foon's -permission to take his
daugliter and educate lier for medical
missionary work anmcug ber owvn people.
-Gospel in all Lands.

TWENT Christianscan fight leroically
where one can suffer greatly, and bo strong,
and be still.-Cuyler.
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THE POSSIBLE CHRIST.
]Iy SuiS. M>iîRRILL B.* GATES.

once a curions stone was shoviî mie. It
vas a dul broyn pebble, iardly an inch in'
length, fractured roughly on its sides and
surface. Nothing could have been more
commonplace or uninteresting.

My friend held the little stone in the
liglht of the windoW. 1 could see in it

t g extraordiiary. Sle moved it
wherethe light fell ithgreater intensity

froin à different angle. Then lthe profile
of a'mani's face formed itself, like 'a dis-
solving view, out of the lights and shadows
of the projecting rouglhnesses of the
steie.

Althougli the likeness of a human coun-
tenance was wholly accidental, it was fner
and clearer than any canco eut by tools.
Ever the highîer light and the increasing
angle of vision brouglt out every feature
vith the clean-cut effect oPf sculpture. It
grew into a face of exquisite spirituality.
An expression of conpassionate love and
supreine self-sacrifice rested on every linea-
mon t.

Tho hair seemed to fall over a low fore-
1iead. The oye was. open. The nose was
straight imd delicate. The mouth was
shaded by the drooping of the moustache.
The chin was strong and Weil nioulded.
Grecian purity of outliiie iingled with
Hebrew fervor of expression.

As the comîbined purity and fervor be-
caine intensified, under liglit more miiodi-
fied, the ueaning of the expressive face
becaie alnost fathoîmless.

Now, with a little change in the direc-
tion fromî which the liglht fell, the eyelid
seemîed te close uponi the oye. Lower and
lower it fell, tillsleep spread over the face
lilke a veil. Heavier shadows passed over
it, till sleep seened turned to death.

But again the shifting liglht caused the
eyelid to re-open, and the beautiful look
of life returned vith added refineient and
pover.

It was alimost the face of the Christ, sucli
a face as the 'verent painters of the early
days of art saw as thîey sat w'aiting for the
inîîînîortal vision. While ve looked, it
grew even.more luininous and loving.

With a sudden moveient the liglt
clan gedand ny frieind lheld in lier 'hniîd
nothlinig bdt a dullUbit.of coannon, brown
liiîiestone.

Then I knew I liad seen a vision of main
and of:his possible transformed appearance
as God looks at himîî in the liglt of lis ownl
everliasting love, and as we may look at
him ina that saie -liglht under the iiew
angle of vision that W got as ve place our-
selves at the cross. As the ray of Christ's
love falls on every man, shall we not see,
fractured as lie iay b by sin and the
abrasions of life, dull and uninterestinig as
he may ho iniliniself,-shall we not sec in
oach humuan soul a deeply traced, beauti-
f ully moulded image of the possible Christ

O tiat wiLli pu'gd vision. Iin.ghît sec
lu very man ,Christ that je

Or elsu the Christ to lbu
Se. dispossessed of scorn
ith love alone

To look into the eyes of every one,
Aiid ca ien 0o ne a brother,

Sincu theiclie
The iimage of my Lord

* Deup iin bis nc s.
Or if I canIot uii us'image tihere,-
Th One anong ton thousand only fair,-
Then ivil] p0by flat sooni îîy Ci'ist rnfoybo

(Tue0 Crist -ho died for this îîy bu'ter and for
me)

To hinialiving,.briglit reality.
-Golden.Rule.

GIVE TIIEM AIR.
An interesting experiiment that proves

the value of freshi air in winter, even for
very young and delicate childron, w'as tried
a few nonths ago in a well-known babies'
hospital. All the sickly babies that vere
suffering froimi chronic indigestion and
lack of nutrition, and who would not niii-
prove in spiteof good food, perfectly
ventilated rooms and careful bathing, vre
taken te the tbp ward of the hospital,
where all the windovs were open vide,
.wrapped as for the street and put in their
peraimîbulators. They were kept in this
room froi two te four hours daily and
soon; showed a narked improveient.
Their checeks becamie rosy, tlhey gainîed
weight and appetite, and would often-fall
asleep and remaim so during the whole
time they were in the air. Very delicate
childreu lad bags of hot water placed at
their feet. It is recorded in the account of
his experiment that not one child took
cold as a result of it.
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