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NORTHERN MESSENGER.

'DISCOURAGED;
BY. REV E. A, RAND. .

* She uttered this one word, and then with
a sigh of relief left the quaint little gothic
church-porch, It was Miss Amy Marvin,
teacher of “Clags Fifteen” in the Sunday-
school of Bethesda Church. * Amy-had been
listening to an enthusiastic ‘address by the
superintendent of the school, Mr. Whittier,
upon “The Praiseworthy Teacher.” I
will describe an actual case;” he gaid, for he
disclaimed all intention to set up any flaw-
less model, after which would.come & hope-’
less attempt in carving .out‘a copy. He
only claimed to block out and shape-what
any conscientious, teacher Jnight expect to
be, as illustrated by a case he kuew. Un-
consciously, in the' incregsing warmth of a
good purpose, he made his statue more
elaborate than he intended. ‘e beld up
what might bave beenitermed “ The.Model
Teacher.” He sent Amy Marvin homeina
discouraged mood; ¢ " '
“There ! she exclaimed, “I do try to do
all he spoke abont, *Teachers’ meetings P
—yes, I attend them. *Preparation of the
lesson *—yes, I try to haveitready, ‘Call-
inf on scholars P—yes, I try to call at their
homes, ¢ Attention to sick scholars ¥'—yes,
Etook Jolinny Dove a soft Blanket for his
nest in bed Iast evening, *Prompt atten-
dance P"—~yes, Mr, Whittier, I try to be here
in school, and sharp on the bour, asyou say,
And I have tried—yes, I tried, though it
did not seem to amount to- much, to say

 something spiritually helpful to my class,

But, ob, dear! I am so lacking! Ican’t be
liké that teacher he described. There!
when I got home I will ask Aunt Eliza
* Aunt Eliza” was one of those
blessed old family treasures, circulating
from household to houschold, dealing. out
counsel to the perplexed, ‘comfort to the
sick, and help in general to all needing it.
For every dark corner she had a lawmp, not
an ornawmental one on a parlor- table, never
filled and used, but one ever ready for
illumination. ‘She was now visiting at
Amy’s house. Amy confided to her the
story of her discouragemnent.

“Do you want to know, Amy, what I

wonld do 7”7 asked Aunt Bliza, turning to.’

ward Amy a round, rosy face, irradiated
with the spirit of wisdom and benevolence.

“ What would I do aboutit? - 1 wguld _just_

keep a-doing.” :

“Well, I will 1”” declared Amy, .very reso-
lutely. “I'will do one thing right oft. | 1
will go down to Will Stover’s and find out
why be is absent, Why, the boy may be
sick 1"

No, Will Stover was not sick, at least
physically. In his soul he felt weak and
bruised, as if he were in the idst of a fight
where bard blows were given on every side.
Sitting on the doorstep of his home—only
back-alley retrcat—he bowed his head and
rested it.on his hands, while the baiile went
forward, or in his case, backward, Sud-
denly a thin, querulous voice, inside the
rough doorway, shrieked out, “ Will! Will!
I want you to split me some wood before

ou go,? . R - .

0 dear !” he groaned, “I don’t believe
there is auy wood, Wish we could burn
air! That would be cheap ; and then we
should burn, for everyihing would be on
fire, and I don’t care much if it were,”

“William ! where’s William? thick,
husky tones were asking. Their sauut,
emaciated owner then said, “I wonder if
William brought me that medicine,”

It was Will’s sick father.

“There's another want,” Will inwardly
groaned. “It gets worsé and worse, and I
have a great mind to—"

He did not finish the sentence, It wasa
port of the hard battle that was going on,
the fight where wrong was sorely trampling
down the right, IIe went into the house,
but soon returned, and sitting dowr again,

ulled out his pocket-hook. He was open-
ing it when the sound of a step checked
him, He looked up, blushed, and said:
“ Why—why—Miss Marvin 1 come’ in ;
though you will take us as you find us, 1
know,” )

“Ol, of course,” said his teacher, “Let
me go in where your father and mother
are.”

“When she came out with him she said ;
41 have some medicino at home that will
do nicely for your father, and if you don’t
mind it, I would like to give you some
wood.”

“Ob, thank you! I—I—".His eyes
glowed, his voice hisitated. Hestraightened

|as if a hand smiling sore had been lifted,
“|For mamma : “ Why don’t we have mira-

and his soul was off the hattle. ground.
“You don’t know what you have kept
me from,” lie said. R
“What ¥’ she asked, not understanding
what he meant, “If I-have helped you
any I am very glad of it.”. :

»-.He could not.speak. ‘at first. He said

finally ;. “T.ank you! You will see me
next Sunday.”:. p

She went away- wondering at his emotion
He seized his cap, hurried out into the
street, went to ah express: ollice and:paid.a
bill, -and. then’.ran"To the store where: he
worked, It.was the quick step of a vie
torious, happy soul. He had been asked on
his way back from an errand home to stop
at an express. office, and with a suwm of
woney entrusted to him pay a billfor his:
employers, He fought down a temptation
to delay his payment, and use a part of the
money for articles needed at howe, return.
ing it as 8oon ag possible, A man or boy
fighting down such a temptation fights it on
the slippery edge of a great risk,

“Oh, I didn’t touch it, thank God {” he
now said. “Teacher don’t know” (she
never knew exactly in what) “that ber visit
helped me to do right.” P

Two days Iater her superintendent ac-
costed her :— B :

“ Heard you spoken of pleasantly at the
store yesierday,”” he said. “One of the
boys in our store.came to me and said:
‘Sorry I hroke something just now, sir, but
I will replace it. Hope you will excuse it.’
‘Well, 1 like ‘you to be honest I said,
¢ Always be frank and honest, and fell me if
anything has gone wrong.’ :

¢ My teacher would want me to be frank
and honest.’ .

“¢TPeacher ¥’

“¢In Sunday-school.””

¢ Who js she P : '

¢ Miss Marvin, sir.’

“¢Are you in her class P

“¢Yes, sir.” - o
~ “‘Ididn’t know it. Iam superintendent
there, but there are so many boys in the
Sunday-school 1T don’t always remember
them. What is your teacher’s name? Ob,
you told me. And yours? - -.

¢ Will Stover,” he said it was,”? *

* My acholar!” exclaimed Amy.

[} Yes‘” . P '

“That does please me 1 ™.’

- “You see, I have only been::in :tx&a.;ﬁoré:

a week back, and am just finding.out some
of the hands.” U

“ What you say does 'me good, I did feel
go discouraged,” '

“You P :

“ After what yousaid ome time about:

‘The Praiseworthy Teaicher.’ ”

“You did? Why—why-—how’s that?”

“Oh, there’s a horse-car 1 must take,
@ood-by”’ (hastening to meet the approach.’
ing car). N |

She left him standing on“the sidewalk,
smiling and saying' to himself, “That is
pretty good. WhenI made that talk I
suppose I may have been too emphatic, but
really the case of a praiseworthy teacher—I
told them in many things a true case—was
this very young woman! That’s funny!
Ibelieve though I am right.”’—S. &, Banner,
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SABBATH FOR THE LITTLE ONES,

BY ANNIE L, H,

..There is a class of children who need oc-
cupation on. the Sabbath, to whom the
Noah’s ark is an outgrown amusement, the
doll of no account, who yet have not ac-
quired the taste or habit of continuous read-
ing. Take, for instance, a family in which
the youngest child is a boy of eight, The
discipline in self-application in reading may
be needful to a certain extent, but he will
look forward with joy to the hour when the
older ones—either parents, sisters, or bro.
thers—will engage with him in.some differ.
ent employmoent, -
Reading aloud to each other, or in concert
together—singing familiar hymns—repeat.
ing all the Biblo verses that can be thought
of commencing with A, then B, and so on
through the alphabet, are interesting and
profitable exercises. Some families make
use of a question box—a pasieboard hox
with aii openingin the cover, through which
from time to time, slips of paper are passed,
upon which are written questions by differ-
ent members of the family ; the name of
the one who is to answer the queation being
designated by the writer, thus; ' .
Alguestion for Frank : * Who wrote mos
of the Epistles?” ~ For Edward: “ Repeat

the torn Jeaves,of the hymn book and Bibl,

in order the books of the Old Testament,”

cles nowadays P’—the box-to be opeued at
some suitable time when all can be ‘present,
This exercise’ may do well for a few Sab.
baths, and then ‘the box be laid aside for
several weeks, when théinterestin it can be
again redewed. v oo o

Another exercise called *Proverbs” con-
sists ef a dozen or two of cards, on each of
which is nicely written a proverb from the
Bible. : Grandma, or some ‘other among the
elderly ones,-takes the cards aud reads the.
first and last words“of one of the proverhs
If the child who -is first asked to repeat the
verse fails, it/ is-passed on untilit is repeated
correctly—the guccessful one retaining the
card.  In this way, the cards: dre all given’
out, and each is. anxiousto get'the greatest
number, Some may object to thisas savor-
ing too miuch of week-day amusement ; but
others will welcomeit as preferable to many
of the occupations to which wide-awake
children are témpted on the Sabbath.

How to interest them in thesermon, when
the pastor seldom, if ever, s able to adapt
any considerable part ‘of his discourse to
their’ comprehenvion, is something of a pro.
blem.+;One’ little restless boy of ten was
told tHat'if” he would listen’ attentively to
the:sermon, and then come home and write
neatly and “correctly on paper all that he
could remember, he should have one cent a
line, His first effort ran thus :

L Could my tears forever {low,

2. Just as T am and waiting not

3. To rid myself of one dark blot~—

4. To Thee whose blond can’ cleanse each spot,
5.. Oh ! Lamb of God; I come,

6. Redemption is free—salvation to those who
will come. =

7.”God can take care of large sinners us well ag

emall.

7 cents, ) Frang W. L, .
- Of course it was not intended that he
should count the lines'of a hymn fawmiliar to
him, but, as nothing had been said, his pro-
duction was accepted with the exception of
the fifth ling, rejected for want of capital
letters. : » '

“How I wish I could take pencil and
paper to church,” he said. That might do
for a youpger boy, and save dozens of pins
from being bent as they are slyly inserted in
the heel of a hoot, and made to vibrate at
the finger’s touch—many dozens of crumbs
from'the pew carpet~many finger marks on

and many-other doings known only to vigi-
lant mothers,

But a boy of ten can be trained to remem:
ber ; and then, too, he needs the ocenpation
it-gives. him at home. “I'd like your
chance,” said a hoy in his ’teens to this hoy
of ten. .. To "him was given the privilege of
receiving'a peuny for every five lines—just
for once—and the amotint written so aston.
ished the younger hoy, that he, too, aspired
to reach his higher ideal, and soou hisatten.
tion was engaged even when the serinon was
not adapted to his understanding, A habit
that will keep the eyes from wandering—
the head from turning at every movement of
door or window--is of use, aud the chances
are better for some good impression to be,
made on the mind, It is of the utmost im-
portance that children be trained early, and
by exawple as well as by piecept. ¢ My
papa don’t say any })myers before he poes
to sleep,” said one little child to another,
“Oh, I ean’tWhink so,” was the reply ;
“ming does, and your father is such a good
man, it must bo that he says some kind of s
prayer, and you do not know it,”

Do not fail to let the little ones know
that you reverence the Sabbath and the
sanctuary ;-—and if there has been any fall-
ing-off in the matter, for their sakes as well
as your own, seek to make good the defici-
ency at once.

It will be a help to the little ones to sing
oceasionally, at family devotions on Sabhath
mornings, the familiar lines commencing,
“This day belongs to God alone,”
iu the same tune as* Happy day,” repeating
the words “ Sabbath day,” in the chorus—
it will impress them.more. than simply re-
citing the lines—and perhaps help them to
keop the day better.—Zion’s Herald,

—_——

A place in the ranks await you,

Fach man has some part to play ;
The past and the future are nothing

In the face of stern to-day.

i 4. A, Procler,

Discretion
And hard valor are the twins of honor,
And nursed fogether, make a conqueror—
Divided, but a talker, -

A

Question Corner.—No. 11.

BIBLE QUESTIONS,

. Who was the oldest man?

. - Who wus the wisest mau ?

. Who was the weakest man?

. Who was the strongest man ?.

. Who was the larzest man?

. Who was the most patient man?
. Who was the most faithful man?

- Who went to heaven in a chariot of fire?
ANSWERS TO BIBLE-QUESTIONS NO, ‘7.
L Bramble, .Jud. 0:15, :

2 Brier, Micah7:4..
3. Crulamus, Lzek. 27 :19,
4. Gasstn, Pealm 45: 8, . ’
5. Cedar, 28ara.7:3, Co .
ANSWER TO SORIPTURE MOTTO AOROSTIO—
1, Tiberias, :
2, Ruth. :

e E Y T YN

4. Unicoyn.
-4, Bappbira.
6. Tarsus,

8, Ireariot.
7. Nathaniel.
8. Firam.

9. Isruel.

10. Meshnch,

TRUST IN HIM,

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE
UNITED STATES,

Our subseribers throughout the United
States who cannot procure the inlernational
Post Ollice orders at their Post Office, can
get, instead, a P'ost Office order, payable at
Rouse’s Point, N. Y., which will prevent
much inconvenience both to ourselves and

to suhscribers,
—_———

CLUB RATES.
.THe Crus Rares for the “ Mrssenger,”
when sent to one address, are a3 follows :—

leopy, - - - . 30 cents
10copies - - - -8 250
Zdeopies~ - - - . 600
. S0copies- - - . . 11 50
100 copies- - - - . 922 00
1,000 copies- . - - = 200 00

Jonn DouaaLr & Son,
Publishers, Montreal.
———r— e
MonTrEAL DAILY WiTnESS, $3.00 a year

post-paid,...MoNrREAL WEERTY WrTNESS,
$1.00 a year, post-paid. “WeexLy MesseN-
GER, 50 cents ; 5 copies to one address, $2.00,
Jonn Dovcann & Sox, Publishers, Montreal,

Que.

EPPS’S

GRATEFUL-COMFORTING.

COCOA

BRIGHT, HEALTHY BABIES

are the joy of overy house. To thousands deprived of
their natural nutriment, no food is 8o woll adapted and
will prove so perfect u substituto for mother's milk, us the
Liactated Food.

" ver 6,000,000 PEOPLE Uy

FERRY’S SEEDS

228, - D.M.FERRY & CO,
458y o, Ar¢ admitted tobothe
a8ns . lARﬂE%T SEEDSMEN
Egﬂ & in the world, \

ws FERRY £ 00'S
u Tllusirated, Des.
CH eriptive & Priced
= SEED ANNUAL

customers
without or-
\ dering it,
W Inealvableto
i oll, Every per.
a0u using Gar.
NG den, Field or.
IR Flower BLEDS should
send forit, Address
0, M. FERRY & GO,
Windsor, Ont,

EAP,-- A vory interesting 80-page hook on Deal
“Noisen In tho Head, 0. How rellored - Bacy tonms
Address NICHOLSON, 177 McDougall at., New York.

90 LOVELY SCRAP PICTURES.—Agents’ Canvass-
ing Oubfit Cnrds nud Novolties, with private terma,
Also, 25 lurge Rich Iinthossed Motto sud Verse Chromos,
‘Your name on ench for only 10c silver.

Address EUREKA CARD €O., Bolton,.Que.
3
THE NORTHERN MYESSENGER ia printed and pub-
lished every furtnight nt Nos, 331 and 323 8t. James
-street, Montroal, by John Dougsll & Son, com-

—Beawmont and Fletoher,

posed uf Johu Redpath Dougall, of Montreal, and
James Duncan Dougall, of Now Vork, » oo
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