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THE CATHOLIC.
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in the cold and comfortless retreats of poverty, for i'to the poor, lends to the Lord: who will repay him.

ruodest pining worth and merit in distress; for vir-!
tuc on the brink of ruin, from which your timely

aid might shatch her; for the fatherless and the
widow; wheninstead of causing to circulate among,
guch the overflowings of your plenty; you spurn

from your door, and frightenfrom your near ap-
-proach, those of them, whom your inhuman and!
uachristian neglect, and strong imperious necessity’
#uave forced reluctantly upon the public,

Murmur not, y‘poor, at the hard and mortify-
ing treatment you S0 often meet with; norat the
very unequal distribution of the goods of this life,’

Your sufferingsand privations arc but of shost

duration; asare also all the comforts and enjoy- | ligation. Allare morcorless obhged to practice
saents of the rich and great.  The tiae will soon!

come when they too shall mourn; and mourn in
carnest, that their condition was not once hkc;

Prov. xix. 17, In this manuer are we desived by
our Saviour f0 make {o ourselves friends of the
mammon of imquity; who, tchen we fuil, may re-
ceive us into everlasting dwellings. Luke xvi, 9.
Thus may the perishable riches of this world be ex-
changed for riches which shall never fuil: for Zrea-,
sures laid upin the kingdom of heaven; where nei-)
ther yust corrudes, nor moth consumes, nor theives
break through and steal. Matt, vi. 20.

But while the rich are so indispensably obliged
to divide their earthly treasures with the poor; let
notothers imagine that their more limited circum-
stances exemps them altogether from a similax  ob-

charity to the poor. ‘This is a duty imncumbent on:
all Chuistians. Every one must contribute his pro-
portional share to the relief of the distressed. Xf

vours. Remember that the Lord of all nature jsome have but a mite to give, even that mite is ex-
~hose himself'to be pour; and so very poor, that he lipected; and, like the widow’s mentioned in the
ad not a home of his own, nor a house to shelter jaospel, is often more acceptable in the eyes of God;
him from the inclemency of the weather.  Z7c jwho knows and cstimates the abilities of cac !
irds of the air, says he, have their nests, and the than the larger, butless generous donations of thie |
€xes havetheir lurkang holes; but the Son of Man jrich. 'The smallest triflc given from a proper mo- |
f:as 210 where to lay kis liead. Luke ix. 58. Ifyou :‘ﬁvc secures t0 us a recormapense. Frena cup of ;
&esemble him, my dear Brethren, in your povertys i cold waler, aysour Saviour, given {n my name
O take care toresemble himalsoin the sancuty of| yshellnot want its reward. Mark ix. 40. Thus'
-our lives. ‘'Then shall you not have cause to cn-;%ducs God constitute himself aur debtor for all that
<¥ the condition of the wealthy and great. ‘The jwegive toa poor brother in 2isname; and he pro-;
Eord has declared you blessed in yourpoverty, pro- iimses us besides a hundred rld in return for our .,
«uded youare poor not oply 1 condition, but also Lr__riﬁ. O what an-easy opporwunity is here offered
i1 mind and aftection; that is, contented with your, oflaying in stores for the hleto come! We our-
fut, and not coveting more than Gudsees fitto al-jfselvesare debtors to Almighty God forall the good
I>w you. Blessed are the pvor in spirit, for theirs |things we possess: and yet Legivsusa rishtful|
¢ the kingdon of heaven. \Whercas lic fulminates j claim upon himselfto be refunded, and with an ir.—l
}is woes against the rich. Foe to you rich, helierest infinitely surpassing the whole capitalamonnt
tays, beeouse you have your consolation. Luke jtor whatever portion we canspare, and consent to
vioad, ‘tbestow, on our indigent brethren.
Is itthen true, what isso very contrary to they  Butifatall times we are bound, according to,

from this othier Lent, which our merciful God has
granted us; thelnst, perhaps, to be allowed us of
such extraordinary helps to salvation, It will cor
tainly be the lost of the kind aranted to thousands ,
ant probably the last to several: of those, who are
at present hereassembled.  Yes, Cliristians! some
of those, to whom I am at this toment addressing
mysclf, who are justaow hearingnie, shall before
this:he.y season recurs again, have bidden a ltg
a perpetual adicu to this world, and toall its vain
fodleries;: thnt:used s much-to-engross theiratten-
tion: shall have avcountedita the supreme Judge
forthe use:they have made of this present warn-
ing and exhortation, and the advantages they have
derived from this very Lent, the last 1o be number-
ed ouf to them in the course of theirmortal exjst-
cace.

Al, Christians' you are fitle aware, perhaps of
the misfortune it would be to render vain so great
agrace; and tolose 50 precious an opportunity of
cflectinga thorough reconciliation with your of-
fended God;~ and of Securing to yourselves the one
thing nccessary, the salvation of your souls; an op-
portunity which oeenrs but seldom in the course of
the longest lifez when all the faithful over thevhole

tworld, in compliance with tlie command of their

holy Mother the Church, jojn together in besicging

the throne of merey, and using on tneir  heavenly

Fdther that holy violence, which pleases him, and

which is sure to prevail.  Z%e kingdom of heaven

says our Saviour, suffirs violence ; and the violent

snoteh it awey, Matt, xi. 12,

Now then. indzed, 1s the acceplable time, as_the

apostle exclaims in this day’s epistle ; nowis the-
day of selvation. ‘The sinnerneeds no more fear

to approachhis angryj Lord, and to prefer his

jbumble and repentant suit. He stands notnow
pe

alore, as formerly; butas a member of the Church
of Chnst, undin communion with thesaints, hiecomes

zeceived notions; and general opivion of mankind, {our abilities, to pracice charity to the poor; the'

to implore in company of all the just. And.what

shat poverty is a blessing; rickes a misfortune and i gbligation of doing so is sFil greater dwing this he himsddf may not deserve to obtain ; what on o-
acurse? Our Saviour most phinly affirms it 15 {oly season of penitential excreise, {on which we'ither occasions  might  perhaps  be  refused
realivso. And why? Because the portion of the %have now nenin entered, fndeed, without charity on accountaf his own particular unworthiness
poor is reserved forthem in the next hfe, and is Yy (he poor. and alms-deeds; our fasting, and :dl"v.vill doubtless now be granted him, for. the szke
nothing less than the kingdom of heaven; while the 1ihe other austerities we may svbject ourselves to,i andat the request ofall. Now in particular js.the
rich, sags he, have their consolation here. "Thescilwere butof little or no avail. ' It were just ﬁkei'time to shake off’ theyoke of Satanm, and to vingi-
seldom or never think of using but for their owntiplanting and sowing, without watexing or manur- | sate to ourselves the glorious liberty of the children
comfort those goods, which God has only entrust- “ing, in a dry and barren ‘soil.  « Imagine not,” flof Gud : to break loose once for all from our evil
ed to their management and keeping; and foritqys St. Augustine, © that fastingalone is sufficient habits : like Sampson,  torouse ourselves, in fiue,
vhich, as his stewards; they shall have to render 1y heal the wounds of sin. “Nos you must ncwm-itfrom the tapof pleasure, where we have slept too
himone day a most sirict account. Therefore ! hony it with alms-deeds, And while you chastise {long 2 dongerous sleep : and in the might of thay
does our Saviour assure ug, U at it notonly diffi-p )'oll;'self, bé careful to bring comfort to your neigh- | divine spuit, that is so profuscly poured abroad wps
cul, but almostimpossible. for a richman to enter hoyr. Then will you find the benefit of ynumus~i on the fithful at thisholy time, to '_J‘"s‘ at once
¢he Kingdom of heaven.  Matt.xux. 24, { teritics, when you open your bosom, and pour’ all the bandsand fetters which have hitherto bouna
Yet notwithstanding this dreadful denunetauon tfos .o your heart in relieving others””  Serm, 65.!lus over an unresisting, a }villin;,: prey, to our most
pronounced against the rich by the mouth of Truth nde Zemp.  St; Chrysostom, 8t. Ambrose, and inferuel and inveterate enemics. Su?h dmr.Chnsu-
aiself) we arc assured by the same unerring and ' deed all the holy fathers of the Church. unanimous- {ans, and so precious, isthe occasion, which you
divine authority, that these very riches, which are ‘,'lyaﬁirm that Charity to the poor is cssentially ne- run therisk of lesing by hgrd-hcartcdness, or even
toalmost ull who possess them, the cause of their jeessary in order to render our fasting and pcn:mcc“indiﬂ'crence for th.e poor- ) .
perdition. might be made, 3s we haveshown, and Aeither profitable to ourselues, or at ali aceeptable to,|  Inorder to facilitate the recollection ot th_czmpor-
oaly in the way we have shown, the very means }} God. . 1ant truths, which I have been inculeating, amd
ofsccuring their salvation.  For cherity, says St.j]  And shall we then, for not complying with this which it behoves us everto keep in n.ﬁnd‘; let ns
James, covers a multitude of sins. Ep. v. 20.{{indispensable duty, shall we my dear Christians,‘ gather up, and carry home withus, their bnefsum;
Aud in Proverbs we are assured that ke who gives f{run the risk of losing the whole benefit tobe derived l[which is mercly this: thelove of God, without
i
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