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THIES CATHOLIC.

cam as @ wirm, and no man : the reproach of men,
snd the onteast of the penple.  Ps, xxi. 7,
rom this divine, and all-sustaining root, we sce,
vising up, growth by growth, and visible to all, -“"“
main contral stem, or papal succcssim).r which
maltiplies, in its ascent; and sends forth n? every
direction, the larzer feading branches, or anhops;li
who derive from the trunk, to which they adhere,,
e nonrishing juice ; and transmit t - the smnllcrl
w1l more numerous branches, the Priests, whol
~jing from them by ordination. .On these last de-
pend, in all their gradations, the twigs and connl!cssl
ultitude of leaves; that is, the numberless faith-
wul, I'he fruit, are the vivtues and good works of
{all; or the common product of the {ree. The
! Jeaves, twigs aud branches, not retaining the native|
“ sap, become brifile, and with every gust of wind|
e woken ofty whirledabout in all dwrections, thc!
aport of every blast; and finally strewed along the
arvound, and withered, and fit only to be gathered
ap. as fuel, and cast into the five,

Together with Zloly Orders, as a Sacrament,
Crotestants deny all missive power and authority in
the Church ; and claim, every onc of them, who
pleases, the vight to teach and preach whateser he
ilvases; holding thus Christ's kingdons here on
cuthto be worse governed than any other, For
what an absurd, disorderly and anarchical govern-
ment, il any government at all, would that be, in
which every one were allowed fo expound the law
< he lists 3 and to rule and direet apart, nay, in
opposition to all the rest, as many as chocse to listen
10 him? But this is the very constituent principle of
the Protestant reformation. fs unot this then, as
truth hias said, and experience shewn, that King-
dant divided against ilself, which shall be made de-
swlale 2 Z'hal city, or house divided against itsclf,
whick cannot stand 7 Matt. xii. 25, Let them
view their fadric since Luther’s days.  Is not the
whole one huge mass of unseemly and crumbling
tuins ?

A monstrous boidy politic were that, in which
crery member inay usurp the functions of all the
other members.  For, if the whole body were eye,
~ays Saint Paul, where would be the hearing 1 nd

of the mhole were hearing, where wordd be the
And if all the members were one mem—
ber, where would be the body ?

smelling ?
T'he eye cennot suy
to the qhand, I need nol thy help . nor the head lo the
1vet, 4 have no need of you..—.dAre all Aposiles?

fre all Prophels? re all Doctors? Lo ail
speal: with longues? Do all ingerpret1—-1 Cor.
12,17, &e.—To be sure, in the protestaut sects,
alt arc dpostles : all are Prophets : all are Doclors:
all ereinterpreters. In them, the eye can say fo
the hand, Ineed not thy help : and the head to the
Jrely Thave noneed of you. For cll in them is ye:
«ll is car: all is fongue: ol is whalceer member
nou please, but no body. The feel can say o the
kead, 1need not your judgment to direct me ; and
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Finally, protestants .dcny Malr.xmon) to bea Chapter 13,—By the law of the leprosy detaed
sacratuent 3 though, besides the belief of the whole 14y, 1liis chapter, all labouring under this loathsome
universal Church before and since their time ; they  and infectious disease, were referred for inspection
lhave the clearest seripture evidence against them 2nd a cure, uot to the physician, but to the priests.
; L iNow all the hely fathers and learncd interpreters ot
in this particular also.

‘|the Seripture in the  Catholhic Chusch consider this
Saint Panl, in bis Epistle to the IZphesians, §, legelinstitution as an emblem of the sacrament of
:ﬂcunancc; and the leprosy of the body as the cm-
{blem of the leprosy of the sonl, which is sinj and
‘that, as our Saviourcame not, as he himself testi-
es, {0 aboligh. but to {xt{ﬁltiac latw; so the spiritu-
al leprosy must be submitted to the inspection and
Iprescriptions of his_priesthood in the sacred tribu-
jnal of pennance.  Henee, thelepers, whom he him
iself cured, were by him cominanded to go ang shew
themsclves to the priests; evidently forno other rea-
son but to shew that he did not abrogate, the law
of the leprosy; but on the contrary, sanctioned
aad fulfilled it.  Tor in bis spivitual dispensation, a~
he most soleninly declared, all the Iegal types and
figures were to find their full accomplishment.
Amen, said he, I sayunto you; till Heaven wnd
earth pass away, one jot or little of the law shatl nn!
pass by, til all he fulfilled. Mat. v, 18. There
are two instances mentioned in the gospel of the
Saviowr’s healing the leprosy; first when o leper
came and adored him; eaying: Lord if thew will,
thou canst make me clean. Itis evident that this
applicant had the true faith, in Jesus Christ, whom
he adored, and whose power he so recognized.
Therefore did he obtain an immediate cure; fox
Jesus strefching  forth his hand, louched kim;
saying: I will: be thow made clean; end forthwitl

31, 32, stiles it even a greal sacrament : ov, if
ithoy will have it, as they translate his words from

| the Greek, a great mystery. Yet what greal mys- '

“fery is there in @ mere civil contract : which is all

that their marringe can be called ; such as existed
at all times even among the heathens?

i
Tt cannot then be such a marriage, to which the:
Apostie hiere alludes ; but to a holy, Christian and
'mysterious one; a saciamental union between
‘ian and wife ; representative of the indissoluble
union between Christand his Church, bis chaste
and well beloved spouse, the sole mother of his
acknouwledged children: of those born again to
him of wuler and the spirit ; who alune can enter
the kingdom of God.—Joln 3, 5.

Like all the other sacrements, it imparts gmcei
ito the worthy receivers; cnabling, as the Aposile
exhorts, the hushand to love, cherish, protect and
support the wife, as Christ does the Church: and
the wife to yield an affectionate and dutiful sub-'
mission to the husband, her head ; as the Church:

!

ening and empowering them in a word o lead a’

his leprosywas cleansed,  And Jesus saith o him:
docs in ull things to Christ: sauctifying, strength-' o ¢

isee thow tell no man. but go, shew thyself to the
ipriest; and offer the gift which Moses com
.manded for a testimony to them. Mat. viii. 2, &c.

 happy and edifying life of virtue, mulual affection See '

. m: o b atiently the many trials and | ccondly, when he was met by ten Lepers, who,
and esteem ; Lo bear pa Af Y standing a far off, lifted 1p iheir voice, scying :
i troubles, incident to the married state ; to bring up I!.Iesus, Aaster, have mercy on us ! whom, when he
‘their children in the fearof Gad ; and live so here, ;;sate, he suid to them: go,” shew yourselves to the
a5 to deserve some day to live and reign with their Priests.  dnd it came to pass, as "‘{y went, they
:;God in glory for ever, lereafter. "Thus has the ;:w'ere cleansed.—~YLuke svii. 12, &c. Now, as every
[Saviour raised the conjugal state fromn its fallen Clteumstance recorded m.scriplurc, particularly
{and degraded couditron; and restored it to its'{Whatever regards the Saviour, was designed for
| primitive purity, and the dignificd end, for which jj our instruction : for twhaterer is wrilten, says saint

"1t was instituted ip Paradise.

COXCLUSION OF PART FIRST.

Thus have Protestants cadeavoured to demotlish

l Wisdom®s Flouse ; and cxerted their utmost offorts ‘those who draw near to the Savi

o pull down  ker seven pillars ;—Prov. 9.—But
‘her house, she hias declared, is founded on the rock;
j-and against it, sheassures us, the gates of hell shall
‘never prevail,

And are not such destroyers the children of
baddon : whose wish isto pull down, but never
jto build up : who scafter always, but never gather |
with Christ : whose reformation isbuta deforma-
tion ofall that was before them universally believed
and cstablished : in a word, but ane huge accumu- |
Intian of shapeless ruins 7 Out of all this mass of:
fragments, every one picks what suits his fancy ;
huddles his Little heap anxiously together ; gives it
a particular form and name ; and finally boasts his'
pigmy performance the nicest sfructure of any yet
beheld.  Ts not this the foolish man’s house? and

i
I

the ear can tell the tongue, Wy utterance is as

all such, built on sand, the discordant house of

Zvod as thine. !

folly ?
To be confinued !
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:‘ Paul, was written for our instruction : Rom. xv.
}4,-——thc holy fathers and spiritual writers observe
(in the case of the first applicant for a cure, a fig-
-ure of mankind in the abstract freed once in bap

itism from the leprosy of sin. Also a fignre of
our by a lively
faith and a true contrition ; and who are therefore
Jimmediately cleansed, even before shewing them-
iselves to the priestin the confessional ; hut with the
jobligation still remaining of doing so with as littl:
wdelay as possible.

Inthe second case, they consider the fen leper
as representing the ten possible cases of spiritual
teprosy, which is contracted by a breach of any oi
the ten commandmenis ; all which cases are re-
fered by our Saviour to the inspection of the pricst;
though to those who obey the Saviour’s mandate,
it often happens that on their way to shew thaw-
selves to his ministers, their leprosy is cleansed.

Chapter xiv.—The rites and ceremonics ordain-
cd to be observed in the cleansing of the leper, are
replete with mystical meaning and allusion ; the
most striking part of which we shall endeavour fo
{point out in the gencrally received sense.

; To be contintech
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